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Pangs of

PARTITION

and the Sikh Community

&; 5 one ponders the problematics of the trauma and
agedy of India's fateful Partition 56 years ago, and
its impact on the destiny of the Sskh Community, my mind
gets involved ina web of complexities accruing from that
holocaust and mass-migration, admittedly the most
horrendous in human memory. [t was a time of total
darkness, of profound agony whose description, although
being chronicled now in the novels, stories, poems and
paintings of the period, still outreaches “the imagination
of disaster”, to recall the novelist, Henry Jame’s phrase
which ingests primeval evil or evil at the nuclear level.

In my own subsequent articles, poemns and critiques, |
ton did plunge into that “heart of darkness” to come up
mare often with weeds and slime than with anvthing of
value or virtue, For, in that “theatre of cruelty”, existential
angst and philosophical searchings, questionings coubd not
but be enacted. Appalling in dimensions, the Partition
tragedy was, then, “a theatre of cruelty™ where the besieged
imagination had to do battle with all manner of ghosts,
with ancestral voioes echoing in our collective memaory. For
the Sikhs, in particular, it was one mone moment in their
long history of persecution and inhuman ordeals, that
compelled the muses bo close with the assaults of reality
and to worst the forces of darkness, out bo destroy therm as
a distinet ethnic community, This issue is devoted, for the
most part, to the resiliance of this brave and undaunted
communily as it stood poised to take a leap over this hump
of fate.

[n several ways, this issue, as meant to memaoria lise that
horrific time, is going to become a collector’s ibem, for it
carries, among other things, one unique narrative — the
memoirs of a Sikh Army officer who happened to be
entrusted by his British superiors with duties and authority
to arrest and then control the terrible situation in the
Aormritsaranea, restore a measure of confidence in that realm
of insanity. It was a task that called for the highest amount
of self-discipling, insight and vision. Even one false step
could endanger the fragile structure of governance o which

the then Punjab had been reduced, following mass
migrations of unparalleled dimension, of heinous crimes
invalving rapes, killings, incendiarism and loot on a mind
boggling scale.

He was “the right man, at the night time, at the right
place”.

This Sikh officer of destiny was Brigadier Mohinder
Singh Chopra, who later retired as Major General and an
Ambassador after a long and distinguished career. There
are, to be sure, other articles and poems that bring out
vividly and eloguently this saga of unspeakable and
suffering, but thie General's memoirs would remain an itern
of special interest to future historians and chroniclers of
this tide in the affairs of the Sikhs [Es own insightiul
narrative, which subsumes many a story of deep human
interest, many a cameo of compassion would not be easily
forgotten, but its value is a document of rare importance
coneerning the incompetent and partisan cartography of
Sir Cyril Radcliffe, Chairman of the Punjab and Bengal
Boundary Commissions, instructed by the British
Government to determine the boundaries and borders of
the bwo nations, bul which had no true character, no fixed
comEours.

Radcliffe’s handiwork remains intact 56 years on, but
Tan Stephens, another Englishman's writings in the
immediate aftermath of partition are an eve-opener, giving
the reader a more balanced glimpse of character.

In passing, | have mentioned the Partition literabure in
the Punjabi language - the stories and poermns of DrKartar
Singh Duggal, of Amrita Pritam and others. To this rich
storchouse of the Partition lore, | wish to add a couple of
my own pieces to widen the scope of our narrative. | was
then a newly marmed young Lecturer in English in the
Punjab Education Department, destined to witness scenes
of wtter misery, suffering and desolation in relugee camps
on the Indian side of the border and that experience
deepened during my work in the refugee camp, basad in



rmment College Rohtak, shattering in
Cand sl etched in my memory
h characters of steel.

* My personal tragedy, which I have
necirdied elsewhere in detail, had, at that
- time, thrown me off my balance and 1 only
remember to have recovered my mother
’:H'Hl my brothers and sisters from the
Khalsa College, Amritsar refugee camp
after knocking about unwashed, unclean
fﬂ:mﬂr}y four weeks, from post to post.
It was then that 1 leamnt about the heroic

saEA of my father s “martyrdom” (as the

Ajit daily from Jullundur put in an
editorial). In order to save his motuil, he
had kept an incensed and frenzied mob at
bay for as long as his ammundition of 100
bullets lasted and was finally shot down
by a sniper when our house was set
aflame. Yes, that story became my spiritual
|lamp-post in that enveloping darkness. 1
mow had to feed and clothe and house a
large family on my meager salary. It was a
period of self-discovery also, for [ realised
how one hammer-stroke of history could
alter almost everything and reduce
millicns of families to wutter helplessness,
destitution and bewilderment. More
grievously, it could severe nearly all
human bonds and relationships, turming
friends inte foes, neighbours into
strangers. In short, [ saw the Darwinian
nature “red in tooth and claw”. And yet |
know of persons who harboured their
Hindu, Muslim or Sikh friends to let the
communal storm blow over - islands of
much love and compassion in the midst
of a sea of the suffering,.

Of suech are the dreams made - dreams
of duties, responsibility and human
fellowship. As the Irish poet, W.B. Yeats
puts it, “In dreams begin responsibilities”.
Thiat is the besson that T leamnt like so many
others of such inclinations. Cultures and
civilisations are built on such foundations,
at the end.

Darshan Singh Maini

‘which were given after thousands of years

The world fights for Htﬂﬂmfﬁﬁhﬁnﬂiuhmdmmim

those very people whose
founder was crucified by M’mmﬁmd?l iz

Wh speaks for the Sikhe of the Punjab?
558

s recotded by fan Talbot in his book on Malik Khizr Hayat Khan

Tiwana, the Unionist Premier of the Punjab dunng the dimacteric
period 194247, Punjab’s agricultural wealth and its strategic position as
the ‘land gate’ of the Indo-Gangetic Plains, made it crucial to the viability
of a North Indian Muslim homeland. Khizr Tiwana continuously
countered the Pakistan demand with his own vision of a United Punjab
within a decentralised and federal India.

Now 56 years after the Partition, the two Chief Ministers of the two
Punjabs are very tentatively exploring manners and means to lower the
“artificial barriers” that divide the two Punjabs. In the months of june-
July-August, when a number of jathes from Indian Punjab crossed the
Wagah border to visit Lahore, Aminabad, Hasanabdal and Nankana
Sahib, they were warmly greeted by locals and the press which
interviewed them ceaselessly. Pakistani Sikhs (there still are 50,0000

their Indian bretheren, all to much media attention. Earlier, the
first Pakistani parliamentarians to visit India in years, first went to the
Darhar Salib, in Amrtsar, a8 did members of the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
who weere warmly received by the Akal Takht Jathedar. The Dethi-Lahore-
Deelhi bus service has resumed, and there were emotional scenes at Wagah
as some of the passengers were reunited with their relatives. As Harbans
Singh Virdi wrote from Hasan Abdal and Lahore, “there is none who

does not hope for light at the end of the dark tunmnel”,
PsC

wa |
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Jap(u)ji

DHIA N Meditation

Untroduction

Almost all Indian religions lay stress on meditation, It
takes rank as one of the major activities of religiows life -
even as its only true activity. It seems to have received
approval both from philesophy and thealogy. Some religiows
systems have expended a jot of sophistication of thought
about the process of dhinm. Buddhisen, for example, describes
four states of Jann (Pali for dhimm ), Although Gautam Buddha
did mot hold jhana or regulated meditation to be essential for
nirovmd, vet his ovwn mental evolution culminated comprised
the four jianes. The first jfnng consists in identifying with
nature. In the second, mind rises above reasoning and
investigation, and there is a sense of joy. In the third, joy
disappears, but sukha (ease) remains. In the last stage, even
this feeling passes away and only a sense of equanimity
EMains,

In the Sikh thought, diian is considered to be a spectrum
of gradual deepening of contemplation, wherein such clear-
cut division into stages is nof perceivable. Hence it ks treated
as one single ever-deepening process,

What is dhian')

The Sanskrit term dhgane is derived from the ot dhue
which means "thinking', ‘mediating’. DMiyena means
meditation, thought, reflection, especially profound and
abstract religious meditation. Do is its Punjabi equivalent,
juzt as phar i iks Pali, Cl'ar its Chinese, and Zen ks [apanese
equivalent.

Ditiane is the meditative exercise aiming at absorption of
the mind into itself,

ws fonrg v wafo me2
- IEE H: 1
Winrt meeditation tovuld Teed mind fo be absorbed o mind?
- SGGS p.943

The diian prescribed in Sikhism is the ultimate one.
i a1g wan Menfa seas ) Rueasg fragfasa=sa
7t fimires oy el & o | A wag e aafa & vasn)
- a2t ata st
Addapt such @ Gurne; yost oould nol neesd another ore.
Dol im srach o shute; you shouldn’t hove fo dooell in another,
Enter into such meditation, that you shouldn't need anobher.
e in swch o toay, thiat you twow't die again.
- 5GGS p.327

Such diian is the meditation of one God. Tt is the maost
supreme of all meditations.

Ug ar g1d 24 fiwo

e fomis v B fiamns ||
-EHSH W
Of mll medditations, meditation on the One Lord is the most subltoe,
- SGGS p 1182

An adept in such a meditation is doing nothing but
meditating on whatever he is secing

Az s aa s
-ai@agtu: u
Whatever they see 1e medifation,
- SGGS p 236
Meditation, thus, has a perceptual quality, Guru Aran
Dev asks:

fig i wg o s

- BaF vy
Without seetirg, fell me, o cam ane tesualize tn medrlation?

- SGGS p.1140

While one can repeat God's Mame in one’s heart, one can
medifate on Him only through one's eyes, just as one needs
one’s ears bo hear His revelations.

foae v g e el redi mm g
- A Hr U
I recite Hiz Mawe it my keart, mediale on Him with my eyes,

And with my ears [ hear His revelation,
- BGGS 124
However, the eves that can behold God are mot the

material eyes, but experimental ones,
Bfe= Betfas fimmr s g3y ast :
wEa HniuE i fawils et feie wfuatn
- Egda My
[ frme seen His light nrith my eyes,
Bt piy teirst hag pof bepr quenchad,
Sirys Marak, those eyes are different with
Wirich sy Beloved can be seen.

- 5GG5 p5I7

The true spiritual way of life awakens through meditaion
only. Other modes of religious life, be they rituals, offerings,
prayers, or genuflections, they dnnﬁmm}mﬁmm

mmeditation. Meditation is the true mode of

Farms faerg gafasdt)
-giEEt s
Through spirthual wiadon and medihebion enakens
The true wwry of life.
- SGGE p223



Here spiritual wisdom and meditation have been
bracketed or, Such juxtapesiion of these two concepls
is not determined by the prosodic compulsion of thyming,
but on account of a fundamental connection between them.
It s through these twin instruments that the Guru enables
one’s essence b merge with the essence of Reality.

arg g g fireig 33 g ag i)
- A fege

In deey meditation and the sperthuel ssdom of the Gura,
Ohne's pssence merges with bie Essence of Reaiily,
- SGGS p 135

Mot just Gior and Dian, even the celestial music and the
Revelatory Word are essentially one.

B8 famirg fieng ofs a2t 1 B aay wem moat)

-HAS WA
Sptritunl wisdoe, mieditebipn, cefestial melndy,
And the Revelmtory Word are ane

They all tell the ineflable story of Bhe One Immaculate Lord,

= SGGS p 1186

That is how divan has been identified with the Guru. [n
fact, dhutn has been described as the Guru of the spiritual

elite.
e arag g s il

Meditation i the Gueru of Bhe chosen ones.
- 8665 p3
This particular line of Jap(u) ji also kends itself to another
interpretation, namely:
The chosen ones meditate single-mndedly upon the Guri.

And yet another one:
I maadituton, the choser ones and e Giera becomes ome.

All the three interpretations are considered valid.
“Who can mediate?)

Many people would profess to be practicing meditation.

However, most of them seemn to be still in fiethers,

farag, fimrs 7 St a2 | BofE it Rg T =20
-E?ﬁ'l-l:q.
Everyome professes of usdan and meditation,
Burt fettered fn borudage, the whole world wanders and confusion.
- 50GS p.728
They outwardly seem to display spiritual knowledge,
meditative postures and purifying rituals, but inside they
are Infested with greed.

" Y

gt frs fimes fomas | »fafa femrll Bx g
- aiget: u
Chutwoverdly, they display imowledge, meditabion, mrd purificntion.
From unithin, the conine greed caphures them.

« SGGS p2i?

They are like the heron, which stands in water immobile,

as it meditating, but actually stands in wait for fish to prey
upon and swallow.

Semwfona s fowrg wrd
- A ETHEE
Like o herom in water, they appear to be meditating,
- 53G0S pARS

Such im; stubbornly hold en to their pretense, but
they are actually stuck in the mud of worldly pursuits that
are of absolutely of no spiritual benefit to thern,

wala s ol g s 88w
eaye T fanimg a2 wrfEne 3 ot i)
- TR H: U
Stubbornly ke acls, but lo o account,

Like w crame ke prefemis fo mediate, but is shill stuck i Moy,
- BGGS p. 687

In fact, it is only very rare ones who can actually mediate
truly. Even sages, who desire to meditate on the Lord, do not
necessarliy succeed.

Frios frg Fars His Bfo faas sarfa foerg 1
- AT U

The Siddhas, the seekers, the silent sages, all seek to meditate,
Bt those who succesd are rare.
- 5GGS p.1226

Alds to concentration

Curtailment of wants and desires’, reduction of mundane
activities’, restrained speaking’, resort to silence andsuﬂunm
for some hours daily, discipline of senses®, mmdnfp.amuns
and anger®, saying of prayers, reading of inspiring shahads
{hymns) from gurhani (gurus’ works), and a burning desire
to realise the Divine Being within the span of our present
life” - all these aid comcentration.

Avoiding undesirable company®, expressing love and
mercy for all®, reflecting on the benefits of meditation, and
regularity of practice are of paramount imprtamce,

Dr. Jaswant Singh Neki

lmmmmHiﬁhllﬂmﬂpﬁlﬂiﬂpﬂ.ﬂdﬂhﬂ.ﬂtﬁ:dﬁmﬁhh#ﬂrﬁ.-mpﬂa
* e e et i g fir e o arfiefi ) L wias spend engagged in worldly pussusts bat sung no Maam, - SGGE p301

ey #Ee e T 1 Thilking so0 much is useless habbling. - SGGS p.sst

4 e} e e wfis e, Overponwer allthe five semse angans. . - SGGS p 13l

3 oy B v v P ferest meserd 1) Sonal passion, anger, inebriated egotise and emoticoal attachment are dispelled by loving devoticn. - SGC5 pALE
sy foes wrfivamyg 8t FlnefisT v w7l o) Come, buelioved Sikchs of the Truse Gun, sing his sacred hymns. - SGGS p.920

" 3 Bl oty firm o wems wmfen i My mind yrams to meet God, how may 1 abtain His blessed vision? - SGGS p 1098

¥ e iy wef it e 3 B R 11 Do ot asmociabe with the faithless, they would bring vou toruin. -5GG5 p 1367

* firne o mar fivrerdt fiag #ef e ) Compassion, rightecusness, and susterity are imperishahle, but obtained by preordained desting - 5005 1100

o
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Partitioning of The Punjab
e

TIE Punjab, the Pentapotamia of
the Gresk historians, has formed

the north-western region of the Indian
sub-continent and derives its name
from two Persian words Pany (fve)
and ah {water), having reference to the
five rivers which confer upon the
country its distinguishing physical
teatures and are feeders of the mighty
river Indus, the great barrier on the
north-west and which conferred the
name India upon the undivided
subcontinent.

A5 bved Muhammad Latif wrote in
his monumental History of the Punjab.

From e remotest ambiguity, an
indvrest s attached do e lnond of the Five
Rervers umeaalled by that aftached ko oy
ofher fand of fis grant Pendrsala, Placed
s df i, By Mhere i a focelity toltich gives
it 8 crouming position md serving as e

gaterveny fo Indin, every tmoader from the North has, by it possession, soght
Hhe rond fo fome. ..

In prefistorie Hoes § was, presemafly, Bhe Pusad Pl wes st innagead
by the Aryans from theer comping ground beyond Hhe stupendous Himelayas.
Here the holy singers compased their Vedic fymims ... e Argan omquenors
e, in Eheir firn subdued by the Scubhians of Terkistan, wwhose Rordes, faong
averrun parts of Asia, found their way inte the region of Indus. The Sothic, or
Northern, form of Buddhism competed twith the earfier Budidhizm of Asohr.

Aleomder made the Paorjo the classie gronond of his conquest and i was
in the Punjab foo that, in after Fimes, Hhe armies -::lFJ':-n'ml ifter overrinning
Western .-'1.:-||:, Northern Afrca and Soutiern Europe obtined their first footing

oot Tl sl Mabmnind fof Ghazni) sacked and destroped the Himdn fimes
mmnd sulbected Hhe lomd to every conceivable forar of misery and degradation
v the avdes of the Tartor Changez Kivn, inflictad on Hae Pumjish all the
fearrars Tohich fud been experienced in Hungary, Russin and Gersnony ..
Tamierlane, Wi hnd piede Soperteind e mistress of Asin, mage the Pusjivh
the scene of his militery advenlyres... . e Inightly Babur, the Rardy Nadir
wid fhe Abdali Ahmad Shal, each in their burn, used the Punjab as the
frige af warlike pperations for congrests beyand 1ts classic river. .. .Delhi,
although the ancient capital of Hindustan, wow forms an mtegral port of
this provinee and is trented o5 @ Punjobi city,




The Pumjab is the home of Sikdrism, wich foftity ooked
the diety of the ane and omnipresent God and appealed alike fo
the mullah mnd the pandit.

Here did the Sikh confederacies eise ander warlike Tendlers
resulting in the estabiishment of the doctring tul the Army
ard Sheteaf e Kiwalan were Hhae substimbive poweraf Hie Pusab
Far the firsd L in History, N Punjab reersed Hae fide, it
mrriors conguering lamds westivards Hirough the Khber Pass
o estabiish Tegemony ooer Afgihanistan right upte He River
[rus.

In the later 18405, the Khalsa Army waged a fierce oar
aguimst the all-comprering Brifish tif were he"!m!.u'd [y Hhose
who professed to be their leaders and so the Pumab was the fest
kimgadom fo by anneved by this World Empire, and remained
fins for one ondred years when the British prepoeed to loaoe
fradfia buif schernad wlso bo gertifion e lond of the Frov Rivers,

Towards a Civil War

For over twe decades,
From 1921 to 1942, the Punjab
had a Unionist Government,
devited 1o the non-
communal governance of the
United Punjab, domiciled by
"home grown" Muslim
leaders who were strong
enough to control, or greatly
influence, policies of the
Muslim League. These
leaders, particularly Sardar
Sir Sikander Hyat Khan,

Premier of the ]:'unia_l:l from  Arremf |!_|l flie l.'__.r|_|:l|:l-= Migzioa wt Dl j'u.'_l.r 1245 Lord Prebhmeack-
Latrovenade b fhe exireme ek, Sar 5-'ru||'i"¢ln|' I:n]:,lu fer the centre, ante
Fili Mivrstal Sir Cliusle Auclitielect fo feis fefl.

1937-42 and his successor,
Nawab Mahk Sir Khjzar
Hyat Khan Tiwana, Premier of the Punjab from 1942 till
1947, had developed the Unionist idea (that of a Undted
Pumijab, with the unionist party open to members of all
communities under Muslim (PM) leadership because of a
majority in numbers}.

At the end of 1942, with the demise of Sir Sikander Hyat
Khan, the Ministry continued uneasily until the General
Election of 1945-46 “"which was fought on the maost bitter
communal limes, Only eight or nine Musliny Unionists
survived, the defeated Hindu Unionists wers abaorbed by
the Congress Party while the Sikh Unionists joined the
Panthic Marty”. The land of Five Rivers, so full of vibrant
culture and which provided the backbone of India’s
defenoes, had reached the worst possible political situation,
s0 lomg avoided, where almast all Punjabin Musglims were

an ane side and virtually all non-Muslim Pungabis (Sikhs
and Hindus) on the other, their pelitical actions controlled
under orders from outside the Punjab. No longer could the
thinee Punjabi communities ignore that the idea of Pakistan,
so far treated as a matter external to the Punjab, which had
now become (literallv) a burning issue, the province of 30
million inhabitants being sucked into the vortex of all-India
political strife. The tragedy was that PMs became Muskims,
the Punjabi Hindus Aeeing to the anonymity of the Hindu
mass which, in sheer numbers gave them some sanctuary
while the Sikhs alone retained their identity and political
independence. A makeshift coalition was formed between
the Panthic Party, the remnants of the Unionists, and the
Congress, under Malik Sir Khizar Hyat Khan Tiwana,
taking office in March 1946, but “cordially hated by the
Muslim league oppositions.”

Cruring the rest of 1946, the Coalition Ministry managed
to keep the Munjab in order,
keeping  the  Muslim
Leaguers at bay but news of
communal disorders on an
unprecedented scale in
Bombay, Calcutta, Moakhali,
Bihar, Western part of the
Umited Provinces and the
Morth West Frontier, caused
great alarm, The Coalition
Ministry however was
energised into taking strong
action to nip any trouble in
the bud and disturhances in
Amntsar and Multan, early
it the summer, and
Ludhiana and Rohtak later
in the year, were quickly
suppressed. However a
tivil war” atmosphere was now developing through the
Punjab and all these commumnities began preparing for an
armed strugple which seemed inevitahle.

The Punjab Public Satety Ordnance was promulgated
in MNovember 1946, as the Punjab Government felt thal
‘private armies’ might create an explosive situation in the
communal strife, with the Muslim League National Guards
and the Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh (RS55) growing
in strength even as the Sikh's Akali Sena had been
disbanded in 1940 but could, of course, be revived quickly.
In January 1947, the Muslim League National Guard and
RS55 were bannad under the Criminal Amendment Act,
becomning the signal for a Civil Disobedience movement
by the Muslim League. The weak Ministry were forced to
compromise with the Muslim League a month later but




the extreme arrogance of the demonstrabers, and their
contempt for law and order, was greatly alarming.

At about the same time, His Majesty's Government in
London announced their intention of leaving India latest
by June 1948 and transferring power (0 a successor
Government or Governments. The Muslims were now
getting ready to “siege” the whole of the Punjab for a
Pakistan-to-be while the non-Muslims, particularly the
Sikhs whose homeland the entire Punjab was, were
determined to resist, by force it necessary.

The Coalition Ministry was shaken by the Muslim
League's Civil sobedience Movement and the Premier
suddenly resigned on 2 March 1947, The Governor invited
the Muslim League to form a Ministry and, alarmed by the
implications, the Congress and Panthic Sikhs held a massive
meeeting in Lahore the next evening, On the morning of 4
March, rioting broke out in Lahore, stalling further political
moves and on 5 March, the Government of India
proclaimed Section 93, vesting charpe with the Governor
The prospects were discouraging, for between March 1947
and June 1948, thene would be a political vacuum with the
frightening prospect of communal fighting in the State,
officials inevitably driven o taking sides and the services
disintegrating,

During March 4-20 starting with Lahore, the rioting
spread to Amritsar, Multan, Rawalpindi, Jullunder and
Sialkot cities. YWorst of all were the massacres of defenceless,
hopelessly outnumbered, non-Muslims in the rural aneas
around the Rawalpindi, Attack and [helum districts of
Rawalpindi Division, very heavy casualties in Multan
district and much burning of property in Multan city and
Ammitsar. Some order was restored after 21 March but
serious rioting and buming was witnessed in Amritsar
during April 11-13, with some repercussions in Lahore.

Troubbe spread along the Mewat in Gurgaon district,
south of Delhi in late April but from 10 May cowands, the
communal ‘war of succession’ began in earnest in Lahore
and Amritsar, with incendiarism, stabbing and bombing.
Serious incidents ocourred in various districts, particularly
Gujranwala and Hoshiarpur and village raiding began
especially around Amritsar, Lahore, Ferozepore, Jullunder
and Hoshiarpur, There was revival of disturbances in
LCaurgaon with 140 villages burnt and very heavy casualties,
In between phases a relatively quick period was used by
the communities for warlike preparations, weapons
procured, bombs manufactured and drills. From mid-May
onwards, a ‘civil war was on in earnest, with each
community intent upon dodng the maximum damage to
the ather and such mass terrorism made control by troops
and police most ineffective,

The offically reported casualties till 2 August totalled
4632 killed in both urban and rural areas of the Punjab,
with some 2573 seriously injured, but those wene clearly
incomplete, especially for Gurgaon district.

There wene bitter criticism of the British administration
wiho “weere able tocrush without difficualty the disturbances
of 1942 but failed to deal in the same way with the
disturbances of 1947", In their defence, the British opined
that while the 1942 disturbances (mostly in the United
Provinces and Bihar) were initiated by a single political
party against the Government then engaged in war against
Germany and Japan, those of 1947 were initiated by the
communities against one another at a time when the
Government was to transfer power to "an unknown
successor or successors within short Bme”, The Muslims
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wanted to secure a more favourable position at the time
transfer of power (for instance in the Rawalpindi Division
the underlying idea was to eliminate the non-Muslim
population and at Lahose, the Muslims wanbed to scare
away the non-Muslims and 30 on). In 1942, attacks were
concentrated on Government property and personnel, in
1547 little attention was paid o the Government bat the
“two nations” fought one another in the streets, in the
markets, in the fields and in the villages®.

There were many accusations of British officials being
catlous and incompetent but these were denied by
EM Jenkins, Governor of the Punjab who stated in his
Menorandum issued at Lahore an 4 August 1947 that “In
fact, nobody who has not lived through the last six months
in the Punjab can conceive of the dangers we have escaped.
To take a Provinge of thirty million people noted for their
pugnacity, to whip these people into a communal frenzy,



fo bell them thal the authority, which has held the ring for
nearly acestury & going almost immediately todivide their
province into Bwo pars by a boundary driven through an
area homogeneous in everything but religion, and to
coawvert its bwo principal cities into fromtier towns, these
are surely no ordinary operations and if the critics thowught
that they would not be attended by disorder, the critics were
wrong. It is langely owing to the stead iness and impartiality
of the British officials that the Punjab has got through as
well as it has".

In concluding his Memorandum on the “mtolerably
difficult situation”, Jenkins stated that “the future is
unknown and it would be idle to speculate upon it” bul
that “the grouping of forces and the problems o be soived
will be entirely different from 15 August and that neither

improvement nor deterioration after that date will prove
anything whatever”,

Sir Cyril Radcliffe was ready to announce the award of
the Punjab Boundary Commission by the evening of 9
August, but the Vieeroy felt it desirable to Bold it back,
while Lord [smay gave his opinion that the earlier it was
published, “the maore the British would have fo bear the
responsibility for the disturbances which would
undoubbedly result™ and felt it would be best to defer it to
14 August, However, Sir Evan Jenkins, the Punjab
Ceovernorn, pointed oul that there were administrative
advantages from early publication and telegraphed the
Viceroy about the * most serious” situation in the Boundary
Are, asking for Army reinforcements, additional Police
and possibly an air force factical reconnaissance squadron
and “for the earliest possible advance information of the
Boundary Commissionaward”, A few davs earlier, Jenkins
had reported that according to intelligence gathered by the

Punjab CID, and particularly that obtained after
interrogation of an ex-member of the Indian National Army
(who had been af the Japanese spy school at Penang and
later infiltrated into India by submarine), there were Sikh
plans o wreak havoc after the Boundary Commission's
award had been announced. Plans incleded attacks on
certain headworks, wrecking the trains carrying the
Pakistan Governmental staff from Delhi to Karachi and then
assassination of Jinnah during the celebrations in Karachi
o 15 August

Field Marshal Auchinleck tried his best to get
reinforcements to meet the Punjab situation buk had,
however, wanted the units out of necessity to be mixed,
particularly for the North-West Frontier. On the matter of
Sikhs in the Army, Auvchinleck wias asked about their
“lovalty™, as there was a proportion of Sikhs in nearly all
the Units of the Punjab Boundary Force, Those of the
Governor General’s Bodyguard whose lovalty was
1,‘|-:_'||,I|:‘!l|I'l,|'|I "shiowld not attend the 15 |‘5||_|:.';|:|5|; '|‘_'|.'||.}|,1¢':.ﬁ

The most horrific transmigration
in history

The freney of hatred fanned by the Muslim League,
particularly in Western Pungab, stung the Muslims to
berrowize mon-Musliogs in fowns amd villages, coercing them
to leave their ancestral homves in panic and to flee eastwards
im the general direction of India, Murderous attack by
armed gangs, mass butcheries, arson and rape in an
atmosphere of bitter hatred soon resulted in the mass
migration of millions, unparalleled i the history of
mankind, [n the beginning, such movement was mainly
from the districts of Rawalpindi, Multan, Muzaffargarh
and Mianwalli, but this soon spread to the nest of
Western Punjab. On 20 August, thousands of non-
muslims were butchered in Sheikhupura and, shortly,
passenger trains on their journey to East Punjab were
being stopped, the men butchered, women and young
girls kidnapped, children slaughtered, The Karachi
Mail was thus ravaged, followed by trains from Pind
Dadan Khan and Chakwal where more than 12,000
passengers were Killed, The police force had completely
disintegrated and the civil administration, so far
virtually rum by tile British officials, were nearly
paralysed. Far worse was the active participation in
these atrecities by uniformed personnel of the Pakistan
Army, particularly some units of the Baluch Regiment.
Soon, in East Punjab, acts of revenge were perpetuated
by civilians against Muslims and so also began mass
migration in the other direction. In an emergency
meeting of the two Governments at New Delhi on 7
September 1947, it was decided that:




(0

“The situation in the Punjab has developed in such a
way that mass movement of Muslims from East Punjab
and non-Muslims from West Punjab has become
inevitable”, "The Governments of India and Pakistan have
therefore decided that movement of these people from East
b West Punjob and vice versa will have first priority ...
with the greatest of speed and fullest measure of security”,

[t was obwious that noevacuation was possible without
adequate military protection, with law and order in the
two halves of Punjab having ceased to exist....

Dilemma for the Sikhs

That the Sikhs were utterly opposed to partition of the
Punjab is well recorded in history, the Panthic Prafinidhi
board fully supporting Sir Khizr Hyat Khan's Unionist
Farty which had rallied against the Muslim League’s
relentless pressures for creabing Pakistan, The British
Cabinet Mission which visited India in the spring of 1946
were impressed by the arguments marshalled by the Sikh
leaders but could not reconcile these with the extremist
stance of the Muslim League and duplicity of the Congress
Farty. The 5ikh leader, Master Tara Singh stated that he
was for a united India but if Pakistan was conceded he
was for a separate Sikh state with the right to federate with
either India or Pakistan. The Sikh state would comprise
the entire Jullundur and Lahore divisions, together with
Hissar, Karnal and Simla districts of the Ambala division,
as also the districts of Montgomery and Lyallpur, with an
approximate boundary along the River Chenab.

On March 22 1946, the Shiromani Akati Dial passed a
resolution stating Siklistan to be its political objective. It
said: “Whereas the Sikhs being attached to the Punjab by
intimate bonds of holy shrines, property, language,
traditions and history claim it as their homeland and holy
land which the British took as a trust from the last Sikh
maler during his minority and whereas the entity of the
Sikhs is being threatened on account of the persistent
demand of Pakistan by the Muslims on the one hand and
of danger of absorption of the Hindus on the aother, the
executive committes of the Shiromani Akali Dal demands
the preservation and protection of the religious, cultural,
economic and political rights of the Sikh population and
their important sacred shrines and historical gurdwaras
with provision for the transfer and exchange of population
and property”.

The British Cabinet Mission had at first presented a
tentative plan which envisaged a three-tiered constitution
consisting of a Union {(empowered to cleat with foreign
affairs, detence and communications), with groups of
Provinces dealing with such subjects is may be delegated
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to them and if individual provinces, vested with residency
powers. The proposals were cautiously received by the
Congress and Muslim League but rejected by the Sikhs who
described these as "dextrous manoeuvring”. Master Tara
Singh wrobe bo the Secretary of State for India of the “wave
of dejection, resentment and indignation” that had run
throughout the Sikh community. He asked: “TF the first
consideration of the Cabinet Mission's recommendation is
to give protection to the Muslims, why should the same
consideration nok be shown for the Sikhs™?

Sir Stafford Cripps made a lengthy statement to the
British Partiament on the Cabinet Mission's work in India.
Regarding the Sikhs he said: "It was a matter of gneat
distress to us that the Sikhs should feel they had not
received the reatment which they deserved as an important
gection. The difficulty arises, not from anyone's
underestimation of the importance of the Sikh community,
bt from the inescapable geopraphical facks of the zituation,
What the Sikhs demand is some special treatment
analogous to that given o the Muslims”,

Even as the Congress appeared willing to work on the
Cabinet Mission's proposals, the Muslim League rejected
the plan in toto and called for “direct action”, this being
tiw immediate cause for outbreak of violence in different
parts of India. In September 1946, massive Hindu-Muslim
tiots flared up and six months later, in February 1947, the
Attlee Government announced that it would relinquish
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power in India by June 1948 at the latest. Lord Louis
Mounthatten was to replace Lord Wavell as Viceroy and
arrange for the speedy transfer of power, the British hoping
that a sense of urgency would engender responsibility and
compel the rival parties to come to some sort of
understanding,

Even while these political games were being plaved out,
the communal violence that had been unleashed in mid
1946 blew up into the proportion of a civil war. The earlier
sporadic communal riots had been goonda-dominated and
localised affairs but the mass Hindu-Muslim killings of
5403, were master minded by scheming politicians and
executed by organised gangs armed with automatic
weapons and explosives. The Sikhs initially tried o remain
netral, often .-u-:..'v-.'di:'.g in providing succour and safety
by both Muslims and Hindus as in Caloutta 1946, but being
thi mast prosperous people amongst the Punjab peasantry
and having been nurtured in marital traditions, were
considered by the Muslims as their main obstacle towards
achieving their Pakistan. The Sikhs who owned the best
agricultural lands in West Punjab “would have o be
dispossessed”,

The Muslim League-mspired killings in Noakhali and
Tipperah in Eastern Bengal in October 1946 had
repercussions in Bihar whene the Hindus took their revenge.
Inflamed by this, Muslims of Hazara District in the Marth
West Fromtier Province, wreaked their VErEednce on thie
comparatively few Sikhs there and such i-;il':ulg:. SO0TH
spread to the districts of Rawalpindi, Cambellpur and
Multan im the Punjab. Sikhs became the main victims of
the March 1947 riots, being easily identifiable, the Hindu
and Muislim less easy fo tell apart. Amongst many others
similarly athected, the Sikh village of Kahuta in RBawalpindi
Dristrict (now centre of Pakistan™s Nuclear Weapon
programme) was totally destroved by ravaging Muslims,
andl Lord Louis Mountbatten, who visited it in April 1947
likiznund “the destruction as though as any produced by fire-
bomb raids in the war" The communal bent of the Punjab
Police was another invportant factor in the programme, with
nearly 75 per cent of Hem being Muslim

T March 1947 ricts became a drastic challenge to the
Sikhs, whose own semi-organised Akal Fauj or Akal Sena
WETE S0 -:'-||Jj-.' a5 paper tigers. The Sikh's humiliation,
especially when their martial prowess was in question,
steeled their hearts and their mood darkened to fight back
and save the community from Muslim aggression. On
Baiskahi day (13 Apnl 1947) Master Tara Singh and, 280
jathedars vowed at the Akal Takft (Amritsar) to sacrifice
their lives if necessary for the community and only then
began to organize self defence fbhas in towns and villages,
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to arm them with swords and spears and some firearms if
possible with help from the Sikh princely states. Members
af the defunct Indian National Army were recruited to
guard the Golden Temple and other historic gurdwaras.
The Muslim League had, however, long begun fo build up
stocks of weapons and bombs, as early as from December
1946, to be obtained mainly from the North West Frontier
Province, as also the tribal areas and Bahawalpur. This
secret fund (sandug) was also used to purchase jeeps, trucks,
rifles, machine guns, ammunition, hand grenades, steel
helmets, inon jackets ote, The Sikhs, on the other hand, tried
to get arms from the Mrincely States of Patiala, Kapurthala
amnd Faridkot, 0 as to reinforce the jnthes traditionally
armed with only kirpans and spears and mounted on
horses. The jathas greatest asset however, was their
organisation and very soon, an operational system was in
place, with designated leaders, mobile headquarters and
military-like tactics. Tt was
these Sikh jathas which, in the ™
vacuum of a complete
breakdown of law and order,
steeled the defence of Sikhs
{and Hindus) from murderous
assaults of the Muslins,

It was not a question of
retaliatiom but suropal even as ¥ e y
the Punjab Governor, Sir Evan ﬂ'ﬂ" '

This was to be expected. The Sikhs are still smarting
from the injuries inflicted on them by the Muslims in the
Rawalpindi division. Temporanly they've been thrown off
their balance. But an influential section of them (inchuding
Master Tara Singh and Gyani Kartar Singh) know, in their
heart of hearts, that they must come to a settlement with
the Muslims if the Punjab is to be spared disaster, Hence,
though one must not took for any immediate results, there
i yet hope that with patience and perservance the Sikhs
will be brought to the view that Eastern Punjab—which
must inany case be formed—should join Pakistan. If this
is achieved, then the civil war, not to mention
administrative complications, which must inevitably follow
an attempt to draw a frontier between two National States
somewhere in the middle of the Lahore Division, will be
avertizd.

Meanwhile what steps are to be taken?

"‘-L ‘HF“ lCEE’IDH’I Sikhs, in touch

with both Baldey and Tara
Singh, ane going to formulate,
informally and  entirely
privately, the Sikh conditions
for joining Pakistan, If these
offer, as 1 believe they will, a
possible basis for negotiation,
certain Muslim League leaders
will be informly approached.

Jenking, warned Mountiatten
that division of the Punjab on
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The Sikhs are anxiouws that it
should not keak out that any

communal fines was disastrous
v e Ihe Beas,
because in every district,
Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs were totally mixed up.

O 14 June 1947, Lord Mountbatten's press attache
wre: "W are in the heart of Sikh country here, and the
prevailing atmosphere 15 one of tension and foreboding ...
they [the Sikhs| see that the partition of India means
substantially and irrevocably the partition of the Sikhs,
and they feel themselves to be sacrificed on the altars of
Muslim ambition and Hindu opportunism _... Mo juggling
of the Boundary Commission can prevent their bisection.
They react accordingly and their leader’s hopelessly
outmanoeuvred in the political struggle, begin to invake
more primitive methods ... tough weather lies ahead of
us .

Sir Penderal Moon wrote to Lord [smay from
Bahawalpur on 27 June 1947 thus: *1 write with reference
to our conversation a few weeks ago regarding the Sikhs.
Feroz Khan Noon made, | understand, a dinect approach
to them, indicating that the Muslims would grant them
special concessions if they would throw in their lot with
Pakistan, but he met with a rebuff.

such negotiations. are afoot or
contemplated.

It will considerably facilitate matters if it can be so
arranged that the new Eastern Punjab has the strongest
possible Sikh complexion and does mot therefore, include
Gurgaon, Hissar, Rohtak and Karnal. The Sikhs have
already put this demand to Congress who hesitate to accept
it. | wouild suggest that this Sikh demand should be
encouraged and conceded. You can doubtless be of
asgistance in this regard. If the Sikhs are taken out of Hindu
clutches—as they want to be—and put in a more or less
independent position on their own, they are much more
likely to gravitate in the end towards their natural
alignment with the rest of the Punjab and Pakistan.

The next step would be fo indicate that it is optional for
this Sikh Eastern Punjab to join either Hindustan or
Pakistan and that there is no presumption that it must join
one rather than the other. The Sikhs will probably make
this clear themselves, but if they ask for some
pronouncements to this effect from HMG, it will probably
be advisable to accede to their request.



Please forgive this unasked for effusion. My excuse is
that without a Sikh-Muslim pact there will be chaos in
nowthern India®.

A "just and equitable” division of the Punjab on the
basiz of number and property was mooted and the
continuing dilemma of the Sikhs aroused the sympathy of
many British parliamentarians, As stated on July 15, in the
Hergse of Commons: “The British leave had the happiest
possible relations with the Sikh community and, of all the
miartial races of the world, the Sikhs probably had built up
the greatest reputation. The only situation which could
mitigate the plight of the Sikhs was that the Boundary
Commission should so define the boundary that the
maximum portion of the Sikhs should be included within
one conglomerate whoke™,

However, the partisan attitucte of some other Britishers,
particularly Sir Francis Musdie,
Governor of ¥est Punjab {nosw
Pakistan} was to the contrary
and was revealed in his note of
September 5 1947, regarding
the desirability of evicting Sikh
colonists from Lyallpur: "1 am
telling everyone that 1 don't
care how the Sikhs pet across
the border; the great thing is to
get rid of them as soon as
possible. There is still litthe sign
of three lakh Sikhs in Lyallpur i
moving, but in the end they too
will have to go™,

When on 15 August 1947, India celebrated its
independence and Pakistan wiss born, millions of Punjabis
had been displaced, and hundreds of thousands were
murdered. Horrible atrocities were committed, gaunt and
starving foot-convoys of refugees were mercilessly
attacked, trains stopped and passengers slaughtered.
“Never in the history of the warld was there a bigger
exchange of population, attended with so much
bloodshed"”.

The final tally: Hindus and Sikhs who had left West
Punjab, and the NWFP totaled 4,351,477 against the
4.256,755 Muslims who left East Punjab,

The rew Dominions were bewildered and no one knew
about the exact nature and extent of the problem, whether
the migrations were permanent or whether the refugees
were eventually to return to their ancestral homes.
However, by the winter of 1947, it had become apparent
that the migration was, in reality, a permanent transfer of

population, the largest in history.
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Sir Cyril Radcliffe

Sir Cyril John Radcliffe, " the man who divided the sub-
continent by the stroke of a pen”, was appointed Chairman
of the Punjab and Bengal Boundary Commissions in June
1947, with instructions to devise, and hand owver to Lord
Lowis Mountbatten, the Viceroy of India, the boundary-
maps which would divide 400 million people along
refigrions lines, abruptly breaking the millennia of bonds.
"His unpractised carfography wiould precipitate the
greatest movement of populations in human history, a
migration stupendous in its scale” : Some 10 million
Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs crossed the hypothetical
border, wiest bo east and east o west while nearly a million
lost their lives, most murdered in the savage butchery of
partition.

“Radcliffe’s last-mimute recruitment to this impossible
task was vet another instance of the British Government’s
profound confusion,
escalating throughout the
1%4s owver what to do with
India. Equally, it was
symptomatic aof the VagUeness
surrounding the idea of
Fakistan, and what exactly it
would, in practice, amount fo.

*Radclifte’s credentials for
the job of dividing India did
not arise from special
knowledee of the country : it
wis precisely lack of this that
was s¢en as an initial guarantee of impartiality”. Cyril
Radcliffe had served as Britain's Director General at the
Ministry of Information during the critical War years (1941-
45), responsible for Government propagarrda and
censorship. “50 manifest was his commitment o protecting
the mame and authority of His Majesty’'s Government that
by 1945 he was acknowledged as the most reliable and
formidable doorkeeper of the Establishment *.

Called to the Bar in 1924, Radcliffe had displayed a
forensic brilliance and after the War, became Vice Chaimman,
General Council of Bar from 1946, What clinched his
appointment for India in June 1947 was his age : at 48 he
was considered the most likely of his peers to be able
to Fumction in thee heat and dust of an Indian summer. “On
10 June 1947, on representation from the Viceroy of India,
the Secretary of State for India, the Earl of Listowal, made
enguiry of the Lord Chancellor, Lond Jowitt, who took
soundings and learned that Sir Cyril Radcliffe was
prepared, subject to the fulfilment of certain conditions to
undertake the tazk”

L




As it later transpired, Radcliffe had accepted his
appointment under the mistaken impression that he would
simply have to adjudicate disputes arising over the
definition of boundaries in Bengal and the Punjab. The
claims on both sides were extravagant and member-judges
of the Punjab and Bengal tribunals were so aligned
themselves o politics that they simply undermined the
judicial terms. However, on his armrival in India, Radcliffe
discovered that the responsibility foractually drawing the
borders would he his—on the basis of Muslim and non-
Muslim ‘contiguots majority areas”. He was also asked 1o
take info account “other factors”, but neither these nor the
actual unit to be partitioned were ever specified.

To compoumd his difficulties, Radcliffe discovered that,
althouirh be had been bed fo bedieve that be would have at
least six months in which to complete his job, in fact he
was given exactly 36 days!

Even more stressing for Radeliffe was his having to
weork “ho Hae :|1:r|:|‘||'|:-;-. and |_|'rv|_-_~:i|;|:r|_"_~.L:-I':".!l_ll.l.||!|_'h1|:|:|_-|'|"_, with
whosm he i‘ll,l*:H':'-q'.l,"d meverse virtues'. While Mountbatben
"luxuriabed in phosphorescent self-publicity™, Radeliffe
cultivated reticence and secrecy. Mountbatten was forever
in pursait of the thrill of action; Radcliffe was a fastidious
ke bechaal

Mountbatten was also a man in a hurry, had his fryst
with destiny to keap (later paraphrased by Mehru) : he give
just ten weeks for India bp became independent, for India
by be carved out and Pakistan created, for India’s finances
b be divided between baro claimanits, for the ndian Army
bo be dismantled and two new Armies to be created, for
thie provinees of Punjab and Bengal to be divided. This last
iz wias the most devastating : o man-made frontier had
to be demarcated among the mied Muslim-Hindu-5ikh
population and the delimeation had to satisty both the
countries, Clearly impossible, hence the need for a man of
Kadcliffe's skills, possessing a legal “ice-cold intelligence™.

Radciffe got together the maps and valumes of the 1941
Census of India (regarded by maost as totally inadequate;
prepared as they were during the worst years of World
War I, these random maps were even lacking the required
scale). He mapped out the boundary at the pace of 50
kilometres (3 miles) a day, to meet Mountbatten’s deadline,
and thus created Pakistan with insufficient and incorrect
data. Radcliffe submitted his plans for the division of India
to Mountbatten on August 13, 1947 but the Viceroy
deliberately kept them under wraps, not just fearing for its
consegquences bul most conscious of ceremonial protocol,
not wanting any dispute bo mar the grand celebrations he
had planned for the August 14-15, More diabolically, the
cynical delay conveniently shifted responsibility for the
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comsequences of partition from the departing Britons ho the
bewildered, incoming bocal self-Governments,

Partition came on 15 August 1947; the actual line of the
boundary was announced on the 17th. "The Punjab
exphded—it was no case of Bolated incidents, it was civil
wir, accompanied by complete breakdown of the civil
administration, Armed bands made for the lines of refugees
and slaughtered, raped and robbed ..."

The Trauma of August 1947

Even as most other parts of the Indian subcontinent
marked 15th August 1947 as the coming of Independence
and end of the British Raj, the Punjab was plunged into a
horrific and terrible situation as it went through the
traumatic amputation of its land: padtition, As Pandit
Jawahar Lal Nehru, first Prime Minister of independent
India and himself a key player
in the events that brought
about such tragedy then said
“Nearly the whole of India
cefebrated the comang of
independence but not so the
unhappy land of the five
rivers, In the Punjab, both in
thie East and the West, there
was dizaster and sorrow.
Thene was mass murder and
arson and loofing in many
places ... streams of refugees
poured out from one place to another”.

The Government of [ndia, with Mountbatten as the
Viceroy, were clearly unable to understand the passions
and fury unbeashed by their policies which was to result in
the killings of nearly a million, loot, arson and rape and
the forced migration of some ten million human beings,
almost entirely Munjabis, both Muslim and non-Muslim
But it was not in the Punjab where all this began. The
catalyst was in Bengal where, almost exactly a year earlier,
on Auwgust 16, 1946, the great Cabeutta killings took place,
followed by equally horrific communal mass murders and
arson in Moakhali which then spread to Bihar, Each disaster
produced a reaction in different parts of the country.
Spreading north-westwards, for a ime Rawalpindi in the
Punjab became the worst affected area in the country. And
all this, very much during the British Raj, long before the
question of partition had been decided. A vear was to pass
but even as August 15, 1947 loomed near, there still was
uncertainty about the exact line of demarcation which
resulted in further detenoration in the situation, The capital
of undivided Punjab, Lahore, was to pay a heavy price in
the madness with its citizens and residents killed in large

numbers, entire areas burnt down with an almost complete
breakdiown in cvilisation. Its bwin aty of Amritsar, less than
40 miles away on the Grand Trunk Road was to suffer in
Simifar manner.

After August 15, 1947 the situation deteriorated even
further and the mass migration, in both directions, began.
Millions of men, wonven and children left their ancestral
homes, fleeing for thedr very Bives, from towns and villages
first all over the Western Pungab, then the Morth Yest
Fromteer and eventually from Sind. The just established
Central Government of India hardly possessed the means
of administrative machinery to tackle the siluation, itself
under re-organisation, the Armed Forces under division
and communications in disarray. There was an ominous
absence of news, with virtually nocontact with West Punjab
and spreading disturbances in East Punjab. Eventually, All
India Radio began broadcast
messages for refugees and a
special news bulletin for East
Punjab. Major cities were cut
off and even vital centres such
as Amritsar and Jullundur had
telephone and telegraph lines
down. The railways had a
preponderance of Muslim
drivers who had left for West
*akistan. Restoration of
communications i East
Punjab was given high
priority, important towns linked with Delhi by telegraph
and telephone while “hot lines” were established between
[Mlhi and Lahore.

Covernments of the two Dominions slowly realised the
imperative need to establish direct liaison, the Punjab
Boundary Force having now been wound up. The Prime
Ministers and other Ministers paid frequent visit to towns
of East Punjab, and Lahore, to review the situation at first
hand and set the machinery of evacuation into motion.

The Joint Defence Council was established to fake over
responsibility from the PBF even while arrangements for
the evacuation of refugees from West to Eastand vice versa
was being worked out.

O August 29, the Joint Defence Council, meeting, at
Lahore, decided toabolish the Pumjab Boundary Force from
the midnight of August 31 even as the Prime Ministers of
India and Pakistan, the Defence Minister of India and a
Minister of Pakistan began to tour the disturbed areas in
both West and East Punjab.

(Extracts from "15847: A Soldier’s Story)




he crazy partition line

between western and
eastern FPunjab zig-zagged
through farms and open
tields and plunged India
into its greatest and worst
commumnal crises, raising
new barriers of fear; and
hostility between the major
communities in India, which
has tragically persisted ever
SIMCE.

Amritsar in 1947 looked
like & bombarded city, being
battered by riots and arson
For menths on end. Along the
Grangd Trunk Road bebtween
Amrilsar and Lahore were
miles upon miles of refugees,
simultaneously going
eastwards and westwards
carrying their  paltry
belongings, forlorm and
desolate. During  this
hdocawst, tens of lakhs of
people were forced to
migrate fromm ome part of the
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Mungab fov the obher. The Hindus and
the Sikhs feom YWest r'll'-"li.'bl'l imoved
along omeaide of the dusty roads, the
Muslims from East Munjaby in opposihe
direction aleng the other side, Every
now and again, a goal or some cattle
would wander across the road and
then there would be desperate rescug
atternpi= to get if back. Lack of food
or fuel led to the consumption of even
parks of trees upto By a haight of
over 10 feet, as high as a person
standing on the shoulders of another
could reach. These poor, innocent
and ignotant people of the Munjab
paid the terrible price of India's

“imdependence”

Such were the scones when |
arrived as the Bordoer Bi !J.'_',.'u.ll,-
Commandet (123 Infantry H."i;._"_ldl_':l.\,l‘l
Amritsar-in early October 1947, 1o
witness the horrors angd :1.I.||||'|||'|:.;-L e
refugess, e bulcheries in trains and
along the roads and canals. There was
little semblance of law and order
existing at that time. The problems
facing us were colossal. We had o
squarely face these, restore securily
and solve what seemed hopeless
logistic problems. Many refugee
camps were established by us al
Amritsar, their inmates had
innurmerable tabes of woe, all subdued
by a sense of hopelessness and utter

despair.
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Thie women and young girls coming from West Punjab were particularly
villmerable, with attacks by paonds elements who abducted them at will and
there were many gruesome stories of kidnapping and rape. Thousands of
refugees were murdersd, injured or maimed for Life with unbelievable cruelties
This surely was the greatest man-made crisis in history, Mazses of non-Muslims
streamed out of towns and villages of whit was now hostile country, fleeing
from their homes 1o escape the fury of maddened mobs, The endless columns
moved siowly with their meagre belongings carried on their shoulders. One




witnwessed the stamp of terror on their taces and desperation
to cross over to the safety of India. Frenzied acts of
destruction took place. Those who escaped the mob fury
in West Pakistan and came safely to India narrated their
woeful tales of looting, murder and rape.

I visited Khem Karan, a border town in Amritsar
Dhstrict, accompanying Sir Chandu Lal Trivedi, then
Liovernor of East Punjab. It was terrible to see the
exhausted Tefugess. T|'||="_l, Apra wled evers '.'.'|||_'r|_'_,.;|||,|r|J_r| the
roads, in makeshitt camps, in school buildings, in pavate
howses, in Hields and on the streets. This town weas floodsd
with It"flliﬂ_l."l.'!'i who had trekked from Multan and
Montgomery. Refugees said the water wells and ponds
enroute had been polluted with the carcases of slaughbersd
cows. There was an acute shortage of drinking waker on
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the way, which was now being sold at exorbitant prices
Many pregnant women would give birth on the roadside
or in the trucks proceeding to Amritsar.

These refugees told tales of unprecedented cruelty, their
villages surrounded by Muslims from nearby villages who
killed all the men, burnt their homes and took away their
wormen and livestock.

some convoys which came from Montgomery for
instance, were fairly well organized because they had
amongst them a sprinkling of retired army personnel who
provided safety and security with whatever means they had,

It weas over these refugee columns coming on foot from
Pakistan entering Indiz at Khem Karan, that | undertook
many air flights to assess the extent of the mass of humanity



~'I!||'|L"‘1i|1;.'1 unbroken o 15211 |'|'|i||.=_-\..'i'.r|'-|_||,1 L—.L"l‘lu'lill Mehar
Singh (affectionately nick-named “Mehar Baba' in the
Indian Air Force) would fly me in an Auster or Harvand
and whenever possible, we dropped food parcels with
mooked chappaties and vegetables im sealed bags,

Hundreds of separated women were recovered by our
troopes from Pakistan. These had to be soldiers other than
Sikhs and Dogras under my command as they wene not
permitted to enter Pakistan, just as those of the Baluch
Regiment wene not allowed to come to India, as they had
earlier played havoc in Sheikhupura, When the rescued
girls wene brought back to the safety of Amntsar, some
parents were in hysterics at the re-union, while others
actuafly refused to accept them back as they had lost their
"pureness” (through no faualt of their own). In fact such
parents were to be blamed for cowandice in abandoening
these pirds ab the mency of the goondas, and escaping
themselves, However, many of our jawans of the Indian
Army laber did a most bonourable thing, volunteering to
marry these unfortunate girls,

| listened to the narrowing tales and appeals for
recovering the abducted girls from various places, now in
hestile Pakistan. Every day some desperate parents would
comiz to my office in the Cantonment imploring us tolocate
their women=folk. | would send Botish officers, a few shll
under my Commuind, to cury out such humanitarian waork.
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They wiould travel deep into Pakistan, some as far as Dera
[smail Khan, Bannu and Peshawar, to rescue these
unfortunate girks and bring them back hundreds of mibes,
by their Familivs,

My Brigade's prime responsibility also was o see the
Wuslim F:'rllﬂli‘w i!rl_"|:r acroEs o ['.‘lki:d._:ll r||1_'._§r|1' {-l-l_'tI_IIJI_"':I'
1947, 1 was with my ||-:||_'|=-"|:i, |_':~|_'|,‘:-|+i|1|_; i |._'|r|_r||;~ Muslim
convay from Beas to Amritsar and on fo the Wagah bonder,
Mearing the camping ground at Amritsar, there was great




excitement, with hundreds of local citizens shouting
hysterically and waving swords and spears: “they would
not spare a single fife of this Muslim convoy proceeding to
Pakistan™, The sitisation was explosive and desperate, [ was
told that a refugee train of non-Muslims coming from
Sialkot had been stopped, passengers bubchered and all
the voung girls abducted. [ stood ontop of a bullock cart
and at the top of my voice shouted " fo Bale S0 Niha!-5irt Sri
Akal”, There was silence and [ appealed to the crowd to
listen to me, which they did. T stressed that if they kilked
this kot of unfertunate Muslims, there would be further
retaliations and revenge. Two wrongs did not make one
right and, moreover the
Prime Minister fawahar
Lal Mehru had given
explicit instructions that
those Muoslims who did
not want to stay in [ndia
should he allowed to go
away unmaolested.
Miraculously, the
crowd listened to my
appeal  and slowly
dispersed.

Sir Mohd. Zafarullah
Ehan, the wvociferous
representative of
Pakiztan o the Linited
Mations, wanted his
personal  belongings
from his home own,
near Qadian, recovered
and sent to Lahore, This
message was conveyed
to me through his
brother-in-law, Brigadier
Nazir Ahmed my opposite number in Lahore
commanding 114 Infantry Brigade and who belonged to
my odd Regiment (the 6713 Royal Fronter Foroe Rifles),
All his household goods, furniture and books in the
library were loaded in three 3-ton trucks and sent to
Lahore safely, delivered and the receipts taken. And yet,
[ understand this gentleman denied having received any
of his belongings from India, making false statements to
the General Assembly at the United Nations that he
could not remove even "a stitch from his house™!

M Armmy.

Nurnbers of refugee camps to accommaodate the several
lakhs of displaced people were established at Ammtsar.
Chwe can well imagrine the organisational and administrative
problems that were to be sorted out. Providing shiefter,
clothing, blankets and food for lakhs, as well as onward

transportation was a monumentil task. 1 was very ably

Groip photograph leken an tie occasion of usit of e Horble Dcferee
Mimister bo 123 Infimiry Brigade at Amritsr, L te B fsitingk Chradhry
R Singh (5.5 P Aneritsar), The Hon'hie Sardar Swanta Sivigh {Houre
Minister Edgl Piorfab), LE Col. BV Ko, Tive Hor'le Sarder Balder Singh
¢ Defisrce Mimister), Brig Mohindar Singh Choprn (Brigade Comdr ) Alajor
PG Gravepathy, 5.8, Sordinr Marirder Sigh, (DL.C, Amritsard,

Second Rowe {stardingl H.C. Barivd LS. (Private Secrelary) and officers of

assisted by my wife, Jagjit Kaur and her team of volunteers,
who did a herculean task of collecting garments, jerseys,
and blankets in thousands, all of which she got donated
from charitable prganisations and citizens for distribution
to those in the refugee camps. Often late at night, we would
visil refugee camps and the railway station to provide
some suocour o the refugees.

Canteens were started by the army wives, to dole o
besy, bizcuits, bread and other food fo the rehugees coming
in road convovs or on trains, In my jeep, [always carried a
bagful of roasted grams and gier for distribution,

These were the
tatetul days just after
partition of the Punjab,
but | must record the
commendahble and great
spirit of the people of
Amritsar who rose to the
occasion  and came
forward with support of
every kind, moral and
material,

OF course, essentially,
my Brigade had the
oneroLs responsibility of
profecting the vast and
open country from
raiders in West Pakistan,
a Brigade in namme but of
nearly a Divisional
strength in terms of
infantry battalions and
supporting arms,
including armour.  This
was the most unnatueal intermational border in the world.

ek ] | sy 8

[t would not be out of place to mention two
landmarks, literally, established by me during the events
leading to partition. The first was the Referendum that |
had earclier carried out in Svlhet in Eastern India and,
establishment of the border check post at Dawki on the
Shillong-Sylhet road. Just months later, [ had to establish
thee new major fromtier border check post at Wagah-Aftan
on the Amritsar-Lahore road, In fact, the brass plate
marking this event was still in place decades Later when
severe fiphting erupted in September 1965, with the
[ndian Army launching a major offensive into West
Pakistan from the very same Wagah border post

Major General Molindar Singh Chopra
{As recorded for the archives of Khalsa Collpge, Amiritsar |
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An Editors Offering
Some Months After Partition

Jnumalisti. or at least editors, owe the two Punjabs a heavy debt of conscience, never fully repayable. It is
largely because of us thal the extremity of the disaster at Partition-time was not fully known. We stopped many
hideous details of unimagined suffering from getting into print.

Admittedly the Government wanted this and (with threats) pleaded that we should; admittedly also some
news-channels collapsed in the confusion. But spontaneously, of our own free initiative and judgement, most of us
suppressed important facts deliberately tucked away others under quiet headlines at the bottom of an inner page,
ar tore up entire despatches from our staff correspondents.

Faced again with the same tremendous sort of problem, without hesitation I should act in the same way, If was
so big that it overbore ordinary traditions of work; the higher duty to afflicted fellow humanity alone counted, By
conduct unprofessional in the narrower sense we editors in India and Pakistan (1 believe) saved more lives and
limbs and checked further destruction, probably in the Punjab, certainly elsewhere; for during the weeks of crisis
great risk existed that the madness would spread infectively, plunging both new Dominions into total chaos.
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But our choice lay between evils. Tampering with truth
can never be good, must always yield some bad result. By
preventing readers in other provinces from realising at the
time the full appalling horror of the Pungab’s calamity, we
have involved ourselves personally in the lot of the
dispersed refugees, becoming sharers in responsibality for
their stll prtiable anguish, for the sometimes unsympathetc
or even callous attitude towards them from their
countrymen on both sides of the new frontiers.

With that professional burden much in mind, 1 have
four times during 1948 — in February, April, October and
December — made occasion to visit the broken Punjab, so
recently undivided India's sturdiest Province. Here and in
subsequent articles are recorded opinions on the latest
journey, sprinkled with memaories of earlier ones. There are
bright items, but in general [ found conditions less
reassuring, recovery less solid, despite 16 months having
passed since partition than | had hoped.

The Significance of Amritsar

The trip this time was limited to East Punjab and the
Amritsar area only - now thrice visited. That north-western
most corner of the Indian Union, | consider erucially
important. [t may swing the scales between weal and woe
for the whole subcontiment.

And Amritsar is its most significant town. It epitomises
the Province's general sense of neglect, of under-estimated
urgent needs, wrecked lives, shattered economy. Ower $079%
of the older densely populated walled city was smashed in
the riots, a catastrophic figure litte appreciated. Unequalled
by any place in India or Pakistan of similar size, including
horribly stricken Lahore. It compares with some of the
worst percentages for war-blasted cities in Europe or the
Far East.

As Amritsar often feels forgotten by its own provincial
authorities at Simia or Jullundur, so does East Punjab by
the Central Government in Delhi. Both occupy an outer
limib of territory, easily disregarded by precccupied people.
Amritsar ks however very conscious of being but 20 miles
from a new international frontier, of having suddenly
become an endangered border town — as is East Punjab of
being an endangered border Province. Should there be
invasion, an enemy would first thrust this way.

Amritsar is additionally significant as the main cultural
focus of the Sikhs: and contentment for that catastrophically
uprooted small community i a big problem for East Munjab,
as indeed for all India.

Hindu-5ikh relations have become strained. This is a
disquieting new phenomenon of rapid growth. It was non-

existent, or at least indiscernible, when [ visited East Punjab
last spring,. As vet it seems confined to politicians, the press,
and Government servants; it has scarcely reached the
masses, who intermingle amicably. But its implications are
dangerous, Genuine and natural Sikh fears of cultural
subversion by the bigger community lie at its root - though
rivilries between Sikh politcal groups may have artificially
fed it

The 5ikhs’ case for special magnanimous treatment has
been argued editorially and by correspondence in The
Slatesmen: it needs no recapitulation here. The tension
might be eased by prompt decisions. [ must grow with
delay.
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O the map East Pungab looks surprsingly small, atmdost
as much so, beside the Indian Union's other provinces, as
West Bengal. And its disadvantages of size are worsened
by ather geographic snags. Straddling its centre stand the
separate territories of the Patiala and East Punjab States
Union (PEPSLY); against its northern flank presses the newly
created hilly entity of Himachal Pradesh; and {unlike West
Punjaby) it had to begin life with no established capital city
or centralised Governmental machine,

Such an ili-knit little Province, even if well led, might
find difficulty in making its waak voice heard amidsl the



clamorous many nowadays demanding attention in New
Delhi. Well led however it scarcely seems to be.

That verdict, from one whao has not put it to test at the
provincial headquarters of Simba or Jullundr, must seem
presumptuous and may indeed be unfair. No other Calbinet
in India or Fakistan has had to face quite such extreme
difficulties,

mevertheless, viewed from Amritsar or Mew Delhi,
which & all that time allowed me to do, the East Punjab
Covernment has unmistakably lost ground,

administratively and politically during the last eight
months.

r
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Reasons are diverse, For example there is the vital
makter of food. Leaders, provincial as well as Central, last
Aprl proclaimed faith that sound management and a good
Hiarvest had assured ample supplies for an afflicted people.
Prospects in Wiest Punjab or the NWFP then seemed much
gloomier. Mow the favourable contrast with Western
Pakigtan has practically vanished and savage criticism is
heard in Amritsar of scarcity and high prices. Few parts of
the subcontinent have Lately suffered such shortages. That
there should be a continuing all-India dearth, 3% vears after
Waorld War Il ended, is bad enough; that it should so heavily

hit the impoverished inhabitants of ript-ravaged areas is
held imexcusable.

As elsewhere, corruption in the Governmental
arganisation, especially at lower levels, is alleged, notably
in such matters as civil supplies, permits and appointments.
Mo hasty visitor could hope to gauge the truth of such
charges. But their relative frequency is impartant, as an
imdex perhaps of basic reality, certainly of the public mood
- and they are very frequent nowadays in East Punjab.

Several instances are adduced of the Ministry being less
decisive, less harmonious than last spring. This, so far as |
could judge, does not originate particularly from the
Province's newly developed Hindu-Sikh differences -
thowgh these doubtless are a factor —but has more complex
bazis, Sharp comment is however volced by Sikhs about
confusing utterances from provincial leaders on the status
of the Punjabi language,

Especially by middle-class East Punjab refugees,
Authority seems continuously reviled nowadays for
ineffickency. Governmental or Congress prestige generally
seems o have sagged. This again spills over from the
provincial towards the Central feld. Inflation, trading
facilities, grants for resettlement, supplies of building
materials or cloth, policy towards Pakistan, the course of
the Kashmir affair - all are roughly denounced. There is
adverse commient, too, on one topic spedially affecting the
Province. Progress with the great hydro-electric
undertakings in the Himalayan foothills has seemed
laggard, disappointing public expectation. Yet it would be
noexaggeration to say that on these being finished quickly,
and their benefits spread equitably between the
commumities and classes, depends the peace and prosperity
of this whaole region, politically and strategically so vital to
India.

Contiguwous to East Pungab, unconnected with the Indian
Union except through it, is Kashmir, till a few days ago
scene of the world's strangest war. The former,
overwhelmingly Hindu-5ikh in population, holds such
terrible memories of recent barbarities that few unescorted
Muslims vet feel able to wander there freely, Kashmir, on
the other hand, despite some Hindue-5Sikh immigration near
Jammu, remains predominantly Muslim.

Thus there are extrems communal contrast. Yet both
have affinity in this; they have suffered horribly - and are
conscipus that others have not. Sharers in experience of
affliction, they might become sharers too in the dangerous
mew thoughts which affliction breeds. Whatever the details
may be of international or inter-Dominion settlement now
being organised, Kashmir has already been so much battled

(&



Sikh students i Amieidsar, 1948

over, wrangled about politically, and economically
shattered, that for years it must remain a devastated area,
morally and physically. Standards of living among its
peasants, even before the fighting, were wretched. Russia
lies net far aff.

Communism is a mcurment topic of talk nowadays in
East Punjab. There seems ne strongly active local
movernent, though doubtless disciplined party emissaries
exist. Rivalries within the Congress, growing Hindu-5ikh
antagonism, the Sikhs internal dissension s, the aims of the
Hindu Mahasabha and Arva Samaj, or BS5 dotngs attract
livelier popular notice. But reflective folk remember that
the Province is full of demoblised soldiers with overseas
experience. What they are thinking on modemn social
problems is a puzzle. Another, worse one, is what may
result from the bitter Frusiration of literate urban refugess.
Their mind-shaking experiences and their consequent hakbit
of critical dis-respect for Government may prove a
dangercus political seedbed

All this makes glum reading. Passages from an editorial
in this newspaper early in December {1948} can be perhaps
bear reprinting here, for they suggest a remedy.

“Possibilities for ampler, speedier aid to East Punjab as
awhole, not merely to Sikhs, and not cultural but material,
merit, we would urge, urgent attention from the Centre.
T classify the Province as temporarnily the mest important,
because potentially the most dangerous in the Indian
Limion, and to allot it prior rights for financial aid, building
materials, food and cloth, and the maximum resources in
intellectual capital, expert advice and technological skill
might prove sound statesmenship, vielding rich dividends
in contentment and cohesion o the benefit of all = from
Wagah to Cape Cormorin or Dibrugarh”

Theene are alse some “bright itemns”, These, to my eve,
were the cheerful refugees of the poorer sort, agnculturists
or artisans; and the Provinee’s students and schoolchildren,

Despite all that has been writben and said on the dark
aspects of the tragic 1947 partition, it remains true, 1 think,
thit no other countrees but India and Pakistan could have
survivied such gigantic uprooting of population, or shown
such resilence afterwards, That was mainly because of the
adaptability, patience and fortitude of their humbler
inhabitants. And India’s, broadly speaking, proved the
better. They were more capable of self help, less so of
mendicancy. Among the unsophisticated sufferers, the
cultivators, petty iraders, craftsmen, can be found cause of
optimism. Despite cruel and profonged adversity, many of

Cheerfinliness i adiersity: the Skl Jook st

them retain a wonderful balance and good humour - and
unlike their Pakistani counterparts they very rarely beg.

Education throughout East Punjab was appallingly
disordered by partition. Lahore had been its undisputed
centre, and apportionment of that city to Pakistan created
a host of organisational perplexities. Added to these were
the destruction of buildings and fitments by riots, the vast
migrations of pupils, the impoverishment of parents, chaos
in the book trade.

But reconstructive efforts are gallant and impressive.
Druring my few Amritsar days 1 saw the Guru Ramdas High



School, the co-educational Sei Ram Ashram High Schoal,
the Government High School, the Hindu College, and the
Khalsa College. They function under novel difficulties, but
with vitality. At the Government High School a shockingly
high percentage of pupils proved to be refugees, many of
thern orphans. On a windy December moming some were
shivering in scanty clothes, All these places contain fine
human material, sturdy types physically, on the whole
remarkably well mannered, with attractively eager minds

Because innocent victims of tragedy, they deserve the
utmost humanitarian aid.

Pleasantly, little communal segregation exists, At the
Hindu College the ablest question asked me was by a Sikh
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student. At the Khalsa College it was a Hindu student’s
pertinacity and charm that induced me to face a discussion
group. There and at the Government High School, [ alsp
saw some splendid athletics and physical culture. The
Rhaksa College’s reputation remains outstandingly high in
thas; Besides plenty of brain, East Punjab’s youth has brawn,
i very necessary endowment on that part of the map.

dince the tragedies of the 1947 partition, Sikh-Muslim
estrangement throughout that region has seemed almost
toital. People of those bwo Faiths, even if close friends from
childhood, have hardly been able to meet excepl under

military or diplomatic safeguard. A visitor still finds
segregation along the two sides of the new frontier maost
remarkable, a dismally conspicuous practical exhibition of
the bwo-nations theory.

Between Hindus and Muslims there was never any
similarly complete sundering. Some Hindus, during all but
the very worst times, have lived and moved with fair
contentment and security in the modern parts of Pakistan's
bigger cities, | met several as long ago as last February in
Lahore, Peshawar and Karachi. The converse was truse of
Muslims in Indian cities.

But s intense was public feeling that the mere notion
of an unescorted Sikh unharmed in north-west Pakistan
seermed Fantastic,

Reciprocally complete antagonism towards Muslims in
the dominantly Sikh areas of East Punjab was assumed.
But last April (1948}, staying at a Sikh village in Tam Taran
tehsil in Amritsar district, [ discovered exceptions. Certainly
three Muslim men - and, according to report, several more,
with womenfolk — wene in that small area alone, remaote
from any offical aid, yet so faras [ could ascertain confident,
happy, and well liked by their neighbours,

| write about this, thinking that publicity for it might
help o recreate kindly feeling between the communities, |
mentioned a young Muslim wrestler; also an infelligent,
humourous greybeard; and recounted in full the pleasant
take of the handsome lad, with a Sikh friend’s forearm
amicably drapping his shoulder, whio was the village's
guest. A former resident, he had left for Pakistan with his
parents during the preceding autumn's lurmoil; but young
sikh fellow-villagers, remembering his good company, had
asked him back for his holidays. On the acceptance they
brought him by road from the frontier. And there he was
enjoying a stay with old friend=

Smailes o Hhe face of Mustiens, profeched by Sikhs af Tarn Tarag
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Soon afterwards I myself went to Pakistan as holiday-
maker a month among the Fathans, to give mind and pen
a rest remote from newspapers, 5o [ did not see the
criticisms of my article.

Perhaps 1 had commended to strongly. But it seemed
wrong indeed, an international disgrace, that whereas to
my knowledge some Muslims could dwell unharmed
among remote Sikh villagers in East Punjab, not one
unescorted ikh, according to general belief, would be safe
anywhere throughout West Punjab, even in the towns.

A Muslim contributor to The Statesman’s
correspondence column in May, writing from Rawalpindi,
suggested that | had been duped at the Tarn Taran village.
Safety for Muslims among Sikhs throughout East Punjab
was to his mind unimaginable. "Tbelong to Amritsar district
and know what happened there”, be observed, Editorials
in at least two Pakistani new papers were similar

Crurs photographs may mollify such sceptics!

Meanwhile, wandering in remoter Pakistan, ignorant
of controversy, | had made further unexpected and
heartwarming discoveries — this time of Sikhs, The ugly
peneral proposition that none existed in the plains of the
West Punjab or NWFP was evidently valid. But in
Pakistan's far hills, scarcely reached by the new hatreds
surging below, little groups of Sikhs remained. Of course
they had no alternative; movement eastwirds to India over
such distances, except in military convoy, would have been
suicide. But the notable thing was their confident, well-
protected air where they were. | found such groups at Saidu
Sharif, capital of Swat; at Pir Baba village, in Buner, eastern-
muoet provinee of Swat; at Drosh, in Chitral. In Drosh and
Pir Baba | went to the Gurdwaras, and found all well.

There were even a few Sikhs living among Afridis in
the upper Khyber. These | was urged not to call on, lest
that draw attention to them from unpredictable Muslim
strangers travelling to or from Afghanistan. With the Jocal
Alridis, | was reliably told, they were safe. Many more, as
is widely known, live on in the Afridi and Orakzai
tasinesses of Tirah — from which such as [ are debarred for
supposedly still dangerous British imperializm. With Afridi
friends, 1 strove (o exploit this paradox, urging that where
they allowed Sikhs, they might now allow me - but o no
avail.

Some of these little remote Sikh communities, for
instance the Chitral one, have | believe since moved.
Departure by Government convoy was under discussion
during my stay, They werne plainly unhappy at the thought
of it; but business had flagged, and to revive it seemed
impassible without supplies from their agents on the plains,

the Sikh or Hindu traders of Peshawar, Rawalpindi or
Lahore, all had vanished eastwards long ago to India.

Other growps however 1 understand stay on. Most
remarkable of all were the Sikhs of Pir Baba, a famous holy
place im Swat which Muslim devotees, some doubtless
fanatical, visit from all over northwestern Pakistan. Yet
about 40 Sikhs lived placidly almost within a stone's throw
of the shrne, worshipping regularly at their Gurdwara.
That was certainly proof of Swal State being well
administened.

At all these places, at Dir, and at several points along
the Pathan country from the Khyber to Pishin, T also, less
surprisingly, met Hindus. Like the Sikhs, they seemed
unafraid, and resonably content.

These are ald tales, Except for my summaer holiday they

would have been told long ago. Cur charming illustrations
would have appeared on time, making the original article

Skl af Saaf, in 1945,

easier tor Pakistanis to believe, instead of w(-[-k'b later in a
boaklet.

But the sweetness of both - the tales and the picture
are such that they can perhaps stand belated publishing,
Moreover now, just back from another East Punjab tour, T
may augment them with something fresh.

Revisiting that same pleasant Tarn Taran area on 19
December [got new and ampler evidence of Sikhs' kindness
to Muslims. The smi ling sturdy faces of boys in the Last sel
of illustrations, the genial elders and confident women,
selected for photographing among the many Muslims | met
that day should suffice as proof. They were at Kang village.
The leading local personality there, Bhai Marayan Singh,
glows with pride in describing his fellow-villagers” staunch
safeguarding of a helpless minority throughout the
troublows times. And | am told that other villages in that
tehsil, notably the one from which the eminent leader



Jathadar Udham Singh Magoke takes his namie, have also
a fine record.

Reconciliation, through pilgrimage

Pakistan, since the spring of 1948, when rough words
were writhen, has made pleasant gestures of reconciliation
by the Sikhs. In Jusne [1948) a jatha of escorted pilgrims from
Amritsar was specially invited to the deserted shrine at
Dera Saheb, in Lahore, for the annual celebration, That
initiative on her part was deeply appreciated. The even
more important pilgrimage to the holiest Sikh shrine of all,
Mankana Saheb, followed in Movember and spread happy
ripples of goodwill through both the Dominions,

Some Sikhs believe that Muslim sentiment towards
them has so bettered that they could now move unharmed
in West Punjab freely, like other travelers. All that is needed,
they say, is a beginning: matters would then proceed

Pilgrimuaye o Mamkams Salvil in 15948,

smoothly. that seems the view of Sardar Sampuran Singh,
lately India’s popular Deputy High Commissioner in
Lahore. He recounts a pleasant episode of Muslim villagers”
hospitality to him when, alone on one of his jorneys was
diplomat, his car broke down in a remote rural part of the
Provimee.

He may be right. Nevertheless, were | travelling with
any Sikh friend in West Punjab or the vale of Peshawar, [
pust admit that, remembering what [ leamed of Muslim
idens about Sikhs there last year. [ would feel distressed
were he to wander off alone.

A Day in Qadian: Remembrance of
Nankana Saheb

From Amritsar, 40 miles nearer Pakistan, is Chadian in
East Punjab. Holy little city of the Ahmadiyya sect of
Muslims, it has languished since partition time in very un-
Muslim circumstances and under much unkindness, All

but a staunch 300 or so of the Faithful left. In their places
are about 12,000 Hindu and Sikh refugees.

Through narrow strects, between buildings once
housing Ahmadies, now crowded with the fugitives from
Pakistan, | reached an open space.

Two Sikhs sat at a tea-stall, a third unidentified figure
moving dimly within. This subcontinent contains many
handsome sorts of people. None, [ consider, quite equal in
beauty of the young rural Sikhs. The effect is achieved by
uniquely bold use of clashing colours and the delightful
soft beards of early manhood, not yvet large enough to
obscure fine beatures,

These two were grand specimens. The glonous pagris
and shawls, the colourful lungis clasping strong legs skirt-
like to the ankle, the flashily pointed Punjabi shoes, the
huge lithe physique would have enchanted a painter.

Somae Sikls af Chufdai

They had arrogance. They eyed the intruding strangers
coldly. Suddenly however the hard faces lit with pleasure.
Another figure had hurried up behind me. Successively
they rose and hugged him, shoulder to shoulder. Round
capped, wearing typical patchwork quilted waistcoat, he
reciprocated with warmth.

He was a Muslim, the shopkeeper, hastily returned to
greet intimately these well-linked clients.

A month before, a Statesman representative visiting
Qadian had cautipusly recorded: “The atmosphere in
which the Muslims now live is better. But their
disabilities need to be removed f,-ural.{LLﬂ”:.-' the inimical
attitude of the population is changing to toleration.
Muslims hope that this will one day be converted to
friendliness™.

That day seemed to have dawned.

[tx)e



What [ had just witnessed was indeed not typical. That
became evident from many sad things learnt during the
afternoom. but its charm did no thereby lessen, Since the
calamities of 1947 [ had seen no such startlingly delightful
proof, even at Taran Taran, that Sikhs and Muglims can
still be affectionate. Here in this hallowed place it had
special quality.

Generously combined Hindu-5ikh hospitality enabled
e bo make this visit to Qadian during Christmas Week.

The place has since had other visibors after its own heart,
af its own Faith : the limited number of eamest Ahmadiyya
pilgrims who, under police protection, were enabled for

— airhind. But time and space prevented travel for office-
tied editors is difficult.

Sorrow may give strength

Throughout an interesting day [ had vividly in memaory
a previous tour, on the Pakistan side of the new fn_mhr.-
done last April - with Muslim officials’ ready help. [ then
went toexplore the plight of 35 or so custodians marconed
beyond Lahore with the holiest shrine of Sikhism -
Mankana Saheb.

Though the Sikhs” circumstances then were perhaps
even unhappier, and their voiced grievances fewer,

Firces oy

the first ime to go there for the annual December 26-28
festival.

[ admit that | went with friendliness faintly tinged with
prejudice = which however vanished when [ was there,
from sheer pathos, Ahmadies are a heretical sect of Islam,
numerically not of predominant importance. Total
adherents throughout the globe perhaps do not much
exceed a million. Some of their doctrines seemed strange,
and 1 would have preferred Sunni orthodoxy, as
exemplified familiarly in the Pathan country, bigoted
perhaps, but understandable and comradely, or in its more
sophisticated Delhi and Ajmer form, blent with congenial
Sufi mysticism

50 | went wighing, that, rather than Qadian, [ were
visiting that other renowned Muslim shrine of East Punjab

Har Faitle: amarrivr, griantl, shinend

resemblances between the two holy places were many and
striking. Chief was the conspicuous dearth of ordinary
worshippers, the aching emptiness, the sense of waiting,
of hope, and (if T mastake not) of faith fortified by humbling
afffiction.

Like those Sikhs at Nankana Saheb, the Admadiyya
custodians seemed almost pathetically pleased to have
callers.

Cadian i3 an attractive spot, distinguished from miles
away across the fields by its single preat white minar. [ts
winding inner streets and rosy walls of little bricks, though
not old, have “atmosphere”, perhaps from sanctity. The two
mosques, both with curious southward extensions, are
notable structures,

1 was conducted to the famous graveyvard of the devout,



Hivrowr fiar [nn Shephieirs by Hie Sikles of Amritsar

shown the free kitchen, the guest rooms, the gardens - some of whose
fruit-trees had been lopped for firewood during last winter s Hindu-Sikh
boyieodt - and hospitality plied with sweet cakes and tea. At several points
had been pointed out tome massive closed metal doors or barricades raised
in 17 against siege. In the distance, bevond the zone to which the
Ahmadies nowadays normally confine thpmwlqu had been glimpsed the
big white house of the community's foremost public personage, Sir
Zafrullah Khan, Foreign Minister of Pakistan.

I'he Ahmadiyya spokesmen agree however, as did the Sikhs at Mankana
Saheb, that little or no riot-damage befell their holy places

Lingering consciousness of danger is
emphasised al both localities by the
custodians |.'||."i1"|t:I I:.'||1ri|1_.-||_ﬂ_~.=_~. 1"'.‘-;1rr|_-|_'él and
children were withdrawn across the new
frontier soon after partition. | was proudly
shown in Qadian the litthe community’s
onby remaining “child”™, a boy of about 10

Faith across the frontiers

To sbead fast puardans of forlorn Punjab
shrines, a8 to the dispersed many
throughout a very religious land who hold
suech places dear, 1948 has been a distressiul
time — but certainly less so than "47. And
the year just dead ended with heartening
achievement, Two-way pilgrim-flow,
limnited but significant, has begun across the
new [ronfers.

Cadian seems to have got no share. Her
pilgrims for the December 26-28 Urs
festival were from the Indian Union only
But Sirhind, further East, through the
[ndian Government’s care, received
pilgrims in fair number from Pakistan too.
This was gracious response to Pakistan's
praseworthy mitiative last June in inviting
Sikh pilgrims to Dera Saheb and later to
MNankana Saheb.

For lacerated Faithiul hearts, such kindly
Governmental deeds have been balm
Bigger movements than the token
pilgrimages of 1945 ought to be practicable
before long, especially now that “cease-fire”
im Kashmir has so awspiciously fostered
inter-Dominion goodwill.

But it may be questioned whether the
full pilgrim-traffic of earlier years will be
resumable. International boundaries stand
whane none ever did. Simple devotees for
a particular ceremony in their former scoves
of thousands could hardly be got through
the new papery formalities. Partition of
what was India before freedom has caused
diverse bosses of liberty. The likelihood of
some permanently lessened frequenting of
much reversed holy places in the two
Punjabs must unfortunatley be faced.

Lian Stephens
{Fram The Statesivar
of Jmmisary 1949]
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A Half Century Back,

From India an

=
I have read all of your articles about East Punjab, and
particulacly the one sbout the Muslim shrines there. | also earlier

read, when in Aligarh, your articles about the Sikh shrines here
in Pakistan.

First bet me thank vou, Mr. Editor, for the troulbbe that you are
taking in a task quite unconnected with you, but which is helping
the bwedr comrunikies.

It is of course a fact that unt] these two communities
understand each other, it is impossible for the two Dominions b
come really nearer, in spite of thousands of successful inter-
Dosminion Conferences,

In my opinicn it i not & misfortune that both the Sikhs and
Muslims have got their boly places in the wrong side of line. On
the other hand that provides a good occasion for the twe
communities o come together.

The start now made has been Etll.'ld with the Sikhs visiling
thelr holy place of Nankana Sahib and Muslims visiting Sirhind
Sharif. Bul there is need for increasing the number of such
pilgrims. 1 hope that the two Governments will develop this
opportumity.

1 asure you that | myself, and many like me, sagedy await
the time when Sikhs will again be able to wander frecly in the

streats of Westemn Pakistan’s cities,
Ynars albe
5. Hesmnin Afemed Noges
Peshanar, ¥ lorunry 1949
Sir

Wou have rightly eamed the gratitude of the Sikhs, whose
suffering and present difficulties you have so symipathetically
and clearly portrayed in your special artiches.

But you give little by way of advice, or the outlining of a
plan, whereby Sikh fears can be dispelled and the injustices they
are facing be removed. You stress on Sikh-Hindu and Sikh-
Muslim understanding, which s outside the pale of Sikh
demands. The Sikhs have suffered, which you admit, but they
are much concermed with Hindu and Muslim suffering, of which,
too, you also so feelingly wribe,

I short, yours seems 3 more of less humanitarian viewpoint,
which cannot salve the problems as interpreted by the Sikh
leaders, who are considered communal and chawvinistic by
others. Yours sibenoe on such matbers as the Sikh ery that they are
being discriminated against, that there is no Sikh Govemar, no
Sikh Ambamador, and Insufficient gazetted holidays for Sikh

"-._,4' festivals is rather puzzling, Were one b take your humanitaran

aders Response
kistan

advice sertously, the Sikhs might lose the best part of thedr
platform, which is o uphold their separate enlity &5 a commumnily,
and to fight for their recognition as such by the Covernment and
the Hindus. They might even kae their bwo main distinguishing
featumes, the baard ared the Kesh, since Guru Manak did not ordain
this in the Granth Sahib, it being a later innovation of the great
Guru Gobind Singlh.

All this would be the logical outcome of your approach to
the Sikh problems, which seems different from what the

exponents of the Sikh cause hold,
¥oars ebc.
Himduslani
New Dy, 12 Tommrry 1942
Sar

Permit me to thank you for the noble service you continue to
render by your articles to the cause of goodwill between the Sikhs
and Musdims.

It was o a considerable extent owing to your sustained efforts
last year that the visit of Sikhs bo Mankana Sahib and of Muslims
ber Sarhind and Cadian became possible. [ earnestly believe that
frequent visits like these bo holy shrines will pave the way for
ultimate friendship. Your services have been very widely
appreciated, as is obvious from the many letbers you neceive.

Mearer home, oo, you were not found lacking. In many
Editorials last year you tried successhully to diagnose the intricate
Sikh problem and suggested some remedies. The subsequent
voluminous correspondence from yvour readers brought forth
inferesting views. Many people thanked you for your sincere
efforts, while one chose to suspect vou of following a policy of
"divide and rule,” apparently forgeiting that you cannok now,
by creating a gulf between Hindus and Sikhs, make way for the
rule of a thied coumiry

That writer even pretended to believe that there is no fension
between Sikhe and Hindus, however, small. Such wishful
thinking is dangerous. A pigeon cannol, by closing his eyes, save
himself from the Eatal pws of a cat. It is & distasteful fact that
there is tension between Hindus and Sikhs, We should
dispassionately examine its reasons,

In my opinion the most important is the communal mentality
of the Government servants, right down from near the top to
petty constables and peons. They were recruited on a communal
basis, and were working with a communall mentality in the old
set-up. They have not changed; and the same old spirit has
becomie even mone intense due bo the virual disappearance of
the third community—the Muslims, Any pronouncement of
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geqular podicies by Minksters has no meaning for Sikhs until the
offidal machinery which implements these policies in practice is
perssaded lo eschew communalism.,

The lamientable role of the vernascular Press, the refusal to
adopl Purgabi as the Province's language, the linguage policy of
thet AIR, the apathy and even hostility of people of neighbouring
Frovinees to Purjabis in general and bo Sikhs in particular—these
factnes o a great extent explain the loss of confidence amongss
the Sikhs for the majority community.

Tensioos will remain until the communal virus permeating
the Services has been wiped out, and until the majority
mmwﬁ‘l'}' 1% Frppar:d b cdinanl it & Biard-hil bast brave !ITLI.I'H:II'H}'

Yionaes ede.
Sodf Sirinder Pal Singh
New Dll, 13 fowary 1943

e —
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Thevagh its campaign for restoration of Muslim and Sikh haly
places The Statesman has been doing; valuable service to both
Domindors. Some of your cormespondents seem, though in a

subdioed way, toquestion your motives. The effort itsedf however,
mitive apart, is landable, and many of us feel thankful o you.

Permit me, however, to express my disagreement—and |
believe | voice the strong feelings of enany—with the manner of
yenir conduscting this campaign. Your Editorials, your Special
Correspandent's reports, your display of news, all indicate that
voul place the case of Muslim holy places in East Punjab on an
equal footing with that of Sikh shrines in the West. Bul there iz
no analogy and you have either missed or avoided inhenent
differences, probably to strengthen the Sikh case. The Statesman
 within its rights if it falls in love with the Sikhe. But justice
requires that prominence be given to the differences between the
Sikh and the Muslim demands.

The division of the Purjab was achieved through Sikh vobes,
and subsequently the Sikhs marched out of the western hall,
leaving behind their shrines in the care of Pakistan. They have
chosen do become strangers to their holy places and any facility
the Pakistan Government may give them o visit their shrines
cannod be free from the Hindkation inherent in the fact that they
e alns.

Ot thee other, 445 cromes of Muslim are nationals of the Indian
Union. They ook upon Sirhind, Qadian and varimes other places
in East Faniab as holy, The few who were left behind in these
pleces have been living a life of virtual imprisonment. The
demard of these custodians of Muslim shrines for freedom of
movement and association is surely very different from the Sikh
demand for facilibies of pilgrimage to Mankana Sahib. We resent
#hat this Muslim demand should be put, probably in a spirit of
bargaining with the Fakistan Government, on an equal footing
with the Sikh demand. Ouwr safety and freedom are the Indian
Governument's concern, We expect our Government todo ifs duty

by s,

Tt does not speak well for the inhabitants of East Punjab or
for the Indian Government that Muslims of the Indian Union
should have to be provided with police escont before they can
venture o visit their holy places well inside the Indian border.
We should appreciate it if you could do something to educate
public opinion in East Punjab on these lines.

Yoners el
Ali Bire Abful Chedér
Blagalpur, 29 Jamary 1949
L —

Sir

Your admirable series of articles under this heading—at once
evidence of your intellect and broad human sympathies—deserve
praise and thanks from the people of E. Punjab and the Sikhs in
particular. Sometimes sympathy has more value than pold.

“Broken Punjab” is a singularly appropriate expression for
this fragic province, whose miseries, but for your notable efforts
o discharge belatedly a “joumalist’s debt,” would remain untold.
Wour articles’ achisvernent will be solid if they focus the attention
of callous powers-that-be in this province, which is slowly and
painfully picking up its broken threads of life.

Except to the myopéc, it is clear that discontent in E- Punjab
is real, distress genuine. The people have paid dearly for other’s
experiments in nationalism combined with a Beurbonish dislike
for learning anew. Rightly and in time, you have emphasized
that the afflicted province is Hkely to be both a seedbed of
Communism and a gateway for it

The Akalis have been one of the forces disruption
But the Sikh communitys political frustration might reduce their
effectiveness b a dangerowsly low level To make them willing
and contenited partners in India’s polity, inhabiting as they doa
dangerous outer bastion, sems commoensense and the need of
the moment, Sikh-Hindu fension b nol confined to leaders,
students, servicemien, a3 vou seem o think.

In E. Punjab today Hindu communalists, under the garb of
nationalism, are treating the Sikhs in a manner which'is making
thern disillusioned. Such a state of affairs must be remedied
Coercion, far from being a cure, might aggravate it. To question
matives is not wisdom. That was done in the case of Muslims. A
more realistic and concilistory policy than the Congress purswed
in 1937 might have prevented Pakistan. No movement worth the
niame Fises out of trivial causes,

Economic rehabilitation, too, is urgently required; bul cross-
purposes, party intrigues and a cantankerous Adminastration are
jamming progress. The choboe of a suitable capital would help,
and there is none other mone so than Amritsar, as Mr Joshua
Fazhsd Dhin recently pointed out in your corregpondence columns.
I any place in the interior is made the capital, rehabilitation of
the area near the border will be impeded. In addition to saving
the crores of rapees which would be needed to build a new
capital, industry and trade would get new confidence that would
go & long way bo restoring the normal economic functioning of
the ruined province.

Yiouirs efe.
Sarup Stagh
Angritsar, 3 fanmary 1949




Excerpis from the Sikh Ardaas (Invocation)
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) Lord, protector of our Panth
Pray grant the Khalsa
Unrestricted access to and
Care of such shrines as
Nankana Sahib from which the
Sikﬂs have been torn apart.




ot long after Partition of the Punjab, [ brought out a
.L collection of poemns, called Band Darwaze (The Shut
Doors), then a collection short stories in 1976, which was
entitled Diowe Hoya Boaka (The Half Shut Door). To my
mind, the two titles reflect the unending agony of the people
of the Punjab on either side of the border. Chver fifty years
agn, we left our hearths and homes in the hope that we would
return after the communal frenzy, which had overtaken the
land of the five rivers, would abate, Over five decades have
gone by, but we find that the doors continue to be sometimes
shut and at other imes still half-shut.

[ remember my old grandmother forbidding my mother
to purchase an oversize basket, three vears after the Partition,
saying, ‘How will vou carry it when we neturn to our village
back in Rawalpindi?’ The poor simple lady did not know
that there was no going back. Far from going back to live
whene one was born or brought up, it is not possible even
today for an ordinary citizen b go across the border without
fulfilling untold preconditions that make it well-nigh
impossible to undertake even a short-duration visit to one's
erstwhile neighbours and friends. Tt is easier to goto Poland
ar Peru than ko Pakistan, pur next door neighbour, The blamse
cannot be apportioned. The responsibility lies equally with
the people on either side.

It is cruel indeed. And it is more painful for people with
sensitivities: writers, poets and artists. There has been a spate
of literary and artistic activity on the Partition of the Punjab.
Satish l..“u;ml painted a cow stabbed during the communal
riots. It haunted the Punjabis for several years. There are
novels narrating the tragic saga, including those by leading
fiction writers like Manak Singh. There are a large number
of short stories, subtle and perceptive, telling of the
harrowing experiences of uprooted humanity on either side
of thee border. There are plays, both short and full length, on
the trauma of the refugees and their rehabilitation. But,
pethaps the most significant writing relating to the partition
of 1947 & found in Punjabi verse.

It was the heart of a mother, in Amrita Pritam, that shid
tears of blood immediabely after the Partition at the insensate
massacre of innocent men and women on both sides of the
border. | have it on the testimony of the poetess hersell who
al the fime was a refuges from Lakore, heading for Dehra
Dun, in search of an asylum. Those days, as it was, vou had
to wade through blood and walk over dead bodies to reach
the railway station’, said the poetess, ‘and vou needed all

The Hali-Shut Door[TETIA IRTRIIT:

the luck for the train bo take vou o youwr destination withou
bloodshed or rape at the intermediate stations. The night
was dark.” She continued to relate that she was alone in an
overcrowded compartment, full of homeless people, who
had walked through the shadow of death, The Muslims were
massacring the Hinduws and the Hindus were hungry for
Muslim heads. It was as if all decency and all good-
neighbourliness was sinking around her. Suddenly the
poetess found her lips moving and, with tears gushing down
her face, she invoked Waris Shah, the great bard of Punjab:

Today [ ask Waris Shah

Speak from your grave;

Open a new chapter
In the Book of Love.

A diaughter of the Punjab once wept;
You wrote her long story for her
Today millions of daughters weep,
Waris Shah, they're calling vou
O friend of sormow
Look at the Punjab,

The village square heaped with corpses,
The Chenab flooded with hiood!

Someone mixed poison
In the five rivers,
Their flow

Watered the Punjab.

Poison has sprouted

From the fertile land.
Look how far the red has spread, .
Curse how far the red has spread!

Paisomed air
Floated into the junghes
Turning all bamboo flutes
Into snakes,
Biting evervone's lips
Their tongue tips rose up
And quickly all parts
LI the Munjab turned blue.
Song is crushed in every throat;
Every spinning-wheel’s thread is snapped;
Friends parted from one another;
The hum of spinning-wheels fell silent.
Oars have left all boats
And float in the current
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Peepal branches with swings
Lie broken.

Where is the grave where love songs
Used to echo, where is the flute?
All Ranjha's brothers
Have forgotten how to play the flute.
Blond keeps falling upon the earth,
Qozing out drop by drop from graves.
The queens of love
Weep in tombs.

It seems all people have become kidos,
Thieves of beauty and love.
Where shoulbd 1 search out
Another Waris Shah?

Waris Shah!

Clpen your grave;

Write a new page
In the Book of Love,

It is easy to write about a traumatic experience, like the
Partition of the Punjab, and the consequent dislocation,
torture and misery it inflicked upon the affected people, And
yet it is not 5o easy is it appears. Many of the writers and
artists, who attempted to write on this theme seem fo have
been carried away so much by what they had wimessed
that they lost all sense of balance. The tendency is to hold
one side, or the other, totally responsible for the holocaust.
If the writer was a Hindu, he laid the entire blame at the
door of his Muslim neighbours and if he happened to be a
Miuslim, e held the Hindus or the Sikhs totally responsible
for all those shameful happenings. Mercifully, [ have been
spared this charge, both in India and in Pakistan. [ have a
major novel, called Ab Na Bason Ek Gaon (I'll Live in This
Village No More), relating to the Partition and the
subsequent three wars, fought with Pakistan, until the
liberation of Bangladesh. It attempts to give a lie to [innah’s
two-ration theory. | kave a number of short stories about
the uprooting of the refugees, their eventual rehabilitation
and the entire gamut of the emotional ups and downs they
underwent, in between. I, too, have some tender poems,
bemoaning the cruel gulf created on the basis of neligion,
which should unite, and not alienate, people. [ quote:

A vessel here overflows with tears,

A pair of eyes there are riveted on threshold,
Again the moon has come down
Leaving the stars behind.

And in the apron of the maonlight
Are found tied messages of the love-lorm.
Held by the hauteur of her people,
Bound by the borders of her country,

Restraimed by the taboos of her religion,
Helpless Heer sheds tears of blood.
The eyes il that side are wet.

The eyes on this side are drenched
Thee eyelids futter 2and remind
Someone remembers someone.

Rather than getting closer, whether it was Liaquat Ali
Khan coming to Dethi, Jawaharlal Mehru going to Lahore
o Zulfigar Bhutbo making a trip to Simla, every such attempt
found us drifting further apart. In a period of over 50 years,
we have fought with each other three bloody wars, if not
four. And yet when the Pakistan forces surrendered to the
Indian Army, in Dacca, in 1971, it brought tears to the eyes
of a Punjabi neighbour, this side of the border, on finding
his neighbouring country defeated and humiliated. Sohan
Singh Misha, winner of the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1577,
has depicted this sensitive moment with a remarkable
feelings of tenderness:

Strange is the story of this enmity
If I'were to tell a stranger, be woukdn't beligve it
When your armies
Surrendered arms o our armies.
It was a sad day indeed
And something to feel sorry about.
You must have shed tears
It was s0 natural
But why did tears gush out in my eyes?

However, it was left to the late Mohan Singh to write,
perhaps, the most poignant and the most beautiful poem
portraying the spiritual agony away, saying how God in all
his benevolence comes to the poet when he is young, But
the poet has nothing to ask for. God visits the poet again in
his middle age. The poet still has no use for God’s grace. He
asks, "Why opt for an unknown tyrant in place of the known
tyranis here?” And then comes a time when the poet is old,
his end is near, he himself goes to God and asks: .

I come to you, my Lord
With a begpar’'s bow! in my hand
Al the day’s end | ask your blessings
For the severed limbs of the Munjab!
Let its towns flourish manifold
Peopled with hearts without rancour!

The Punjabis uprooted from West Punjab have indeed
done well. It is seldom that one comes across a refugee who
is not better off than what he was in the undivided Punjab.
And yet their hearts bleed when they remember their hames
and their playing fields. They long to go back, if for nothing
else, to have one wistful look at what they had left behind.
It continues to be reflected in their poetry, fickion and other
works of art.

D Kartar Singh Duggal
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ikhs have been working and Living in Afphanistan for

ver five cenbunies and, till the last decade of the 20"
Century, wene spread throughout this ancient land, a
grategic crossroads of history and cultures. This land
locked country of southe-central Asia 1s now bordered by
Tajikistan o the north (after dissolution of the Soviet
Union], by Tram on the west, Pakistan on the south-cast and,
Vi thee marrow bounge of Land, the Wakhan cormdor, with
China in the north-east.

['he land was part of the Persian empire of Cyrus the
Great, then conquered by Alexander 111 and later was part
comtrolled by the Mauryva Empire of northermn India and
Selencid Satrapy which forged a unique fusion of Greek
and Indian cultures. The Kushins propagated Mahayana
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Buddhism in the first century AD and Hindu influence
enterad A r;|5||'|.’.|l'|i.~i|:.‘.-|'| via e Persian Sisindans I::||I m B0,
=lam entered some parts of Afghanistan but it took 250
vears to capiure Kabul, In 1001 after defeating and killing
Raja Jai Pall (Kabul Shan} Afghansitan came under Sultan
Mahmood's lslamic rule and then started the invasions of
India. Genghis Khan and his Mongols nvaded Afshanistan
m 121% but the dissolufion of his empire resulted in the
rise¢ of independent principilities which existed partly
within the Mughal empire of India and the Safayid of Persia
till the early 1700 when Mader Shalof Persia took controd,
[ater succeeded by has chiel bodyvguard Ahmad Khan
Abdali (Durrani] who consolidated .-1-.1';.;|1.||1;:.tu|1 A% One
eounkry.




Of times past: nostalgic memories of Sikh Afghans
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After 1773, the empire floundered because of recurring
tribal and family feuds plus the imperialist designs of
Russia and Great Britain who sparved for over a century in
thiir “Great Game". The Sikhs of Maharaja Ranjit Singh
reversied the historic trend of invasions, going westwards
into Afghanistan, occupied Kabul in the 182, then secured
thee north-west frontier and established strong fortifications
on the Khyber {maintained today by Pakistan’s Army)
before the three Anglo-Afghan wars culminated in the
Treaty of Rawalpindi in 1919 which gained for Afghanistan
its formal “independence”,

However, political instability continwed amd m 19285,
civil war broke out. King Madir Shah ruled Afehanistan

fill 1933 and he gave all minorties, including Hindus and
Sikhs, equal rights in religion freedom, but was shot dead
by a student in school. In 1933 his son Zahir Shah became
king who rubed Afghanistan very peacefully till 1975, fo
42 vears, His relationship with the Hindu and Sikh
community was excellent. His family had studied in Dehra
Dun and a prominent Sikh spiritual leader, Baba Sahib
Singh Bedi's family was very close to them and they had
great respect for Baba Nanak.

In 1975, his cousin and sizters husband carried out
a coup, vusted him, and with with the |1..-]:;- of leftist
parties, backed by the Soviet Union, brought in the start
of communist sule. In 1978, the leftists, with Soviet
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support overthrew the Government. In December 1979,
aoviet armed forces entered Afghaniston and bolstered
a new Marxist regime which was resisted by armed
fribaks and as the might of a super power was countered
by the clandestine might of another (L1.5.-led, Saudi-
funded}, Pakistan became the frontling state in a vicious
eodd war which turned hot for over a decade when the
Seviels withdrew, shortly before the USSR itself
disintegrated. Meanwhile, over 4 million refugees, a
fifth of the total population of Afghanistan, fled to
Fakistan and [ran and have remained there even though
the Taliban regime was dramatically ousted by the U.5.-
led coalition forces in late 2001,
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The peoples of Afghanistan are of diverse races, half of
whom of Pashtu ancestry followed by Tadzhik, Uzbek and
Hazara. Most people are Muslim, but there are small
numbers of Hindus and Jews and, distinctively, Sikhs. Main
urban centres outside the capital Kabul are Kandahar,
Herat, Mazar-e-Sharif, [alalabad, Ghazni and Kundue

Till the 1990s, there were come 65 Gurdwaras, in
virtually every main city and town of Afghanistan, 11 of
them in Kabul, the capital, The Sikhs plaved a g role in
Afghanistan’s economy, running factories, businesses, wene
inke the textile trade and governance. During the terrible
vears of cavil war and Soviet occupation, but mostly after
1992 when the Majahideen ook over, there began mass
imigrations, of Mushims, Hindus - and the Sikhe. Magibullah

fiestede Gardeoaras Bliod Nard Lal, af Tels birth givce t1 Gz,

wis succeeded by Saptullah Mujadadi for six months
(whose ancestors the Pirzadas had lived at Sirhind, near
Fatengarh Sahib some centuries earlier) but shostly, over a
dozen Mujahideen Growps took over, Kabul was savagely
divided into individual areas of control, galf by gali, with
kidnapping, looting and rape whike the Shia versus Sunni
inkernecine war ook its boll,

Aftershocks of the Babni Masjid demolition in India had
a direct impact in Afghanistan when some Gurdwaras were
attacked and burnt in Kabul and Jalalabad. Looking down
from the historic fort of Bala Hisar in Kabul, the tallest
structures in the city were the Gurdwaras which were
caught in vicious crossfire, In 1992, the Sikhs went to
Defenoe Minister Masood for permission to take the hastoric
and holy mumrgi sehal of Guru Har Eai as also many holy
birs of the Guru Granth Sahib away to safety. The Pakistani
authorities opened their borders to the Sikhs and all safely
transited to India, mostly to Delhi. By 1993, only a thousand
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Sikhs remained back in Afghanistan, with 15,000 moving
b Delhi, another 15,000 to Bratadn, 10,000 to Germany, 7,000
between Canada, the USA and Russia and 2000 in Holland,
AT of Sikh properties and businesses were sold in distress
or were forcibly occupied by the Mujahideen and the
warkords who also indulged in drug trafficking.

Is Kabul Dying?

eburring bo Kabul after & 27-vear absence, Khaled Hesseini, a well-

knoown authar, rede through the dogeed, rubble-strown sirests of
ghecity whiene [ grew up, and thought of the yoang man's words iv K,
d'nmg Anee 18 it cnlulgl'r. And 1 Hu.'lu.ghl of my father, whio b VEIrs AR,
after bearing that the Taliban had bhewn up the giant Buddha statues in
Bamiyan, shook his head and muttensd, *Afghanistan = dead”. But thal
wies hefore September 11, before the Americans stormed noand drove
out the Taliban. That was before liberation and before Afghanistan got a
new bease on Life, Mow, after secing Kabal, 1 am left to wonder: is
Afghanistan dying again?

When the Taliban fell, Afghans arpund the world rejoiced, In
Dhscormber 2001 a Unibed Mations q:cumﬂ'ud comderence in Borm resilbed
in the formation of an interim Government. & month after, the
indernaticmal donor community gathered in Tokyo and pledged neardy
5 5 billicm: cover Five years ba rebuild the country Afghanistan was nebomn,

Buil the hopes and dreams of those days are a distant mensoey in the
Fabail of 203, Security &5 the most urgent problem, 1L s tenuous al best
gubsice Babul : Taliban fomoes are regrouping, and disarmament iz a distant
driam. AF{ql'umi.-:Ian Lot year was omee again the world's leading opiom
prodiscer, O child i four sHI dies befome the age of 5. Magor moads
remiain unbuilt Women are still harassed and threatened. The provincial
warlords battle one another whille scoffing at the Central Government

It was almest a relief when
the Taliban took over in 1996 as
far as law and order was
concerned. But there was
intolerance of other faiths, the
Hindus being forced Io sporl
tilaks and wear yellow badges
although the Sikhs were
distinctive enough. Worship in
the remaining Gurdwaras was
allowed but the Niﬁtmar! Sahib 1o em receitly elected
had to be discrestly Hown.  President of the Afphan
However in the safety of Hindu Sikdy Welfore Society,
India’s sanctuary, the Alghan Menar Dplfi
Sikhs still had very much to fend for themselves, there
being little or no help forthcoming from the various
societies, or Gurdwara Prabandhak Committees. The
resolube Afghan Sikhs soon organised themselves, started
schools and settlement areas, such as in Tilak MNagar,
Manohar Magar and YVikas Puri and a number of
Gurdwaras, Gurir Nmmak Durbars including Gurdwara
Guru Arjan Dev at Mahavir Nagar were established while
the main Gurdwara in south Delhi’s Greater Kailash 11,
the venue for ragr kirfans and many marriages solemnised,
has become the epitome for dignified service, a thriving
symbol of resolute faith and resilience of the Sikh Afghan.

Khafinder Singh

h‘. ;

5. Khtajomder Singeh Khierome

Offensive operations by U.S. forces

nearly fuly 2003, in an operation code named Hien

Deminl, U5 forces in Afghanistan launched an
offensive against the Al-Qaida and Taliban in Paktika
and Khost provinces, southeast of the capital Kabul
“to prevent the re-emergence of terrorism”, despite
the fact that no Al-Qaida activist has been
apprehended in the past 18 months. Some 11,500
foresgn troops, mostly American were involved, the
purpose of this operation also being to "deny
sanctuary for anti-coalition groups, (including
Toyalists of warlord Guibuddin Hekmatyar), prevent
further attacks on NGOs, coalition forces and
equipment”, stated a LS. official af the Bagram
headquarters. Complicating the situation were reports
that Pakistani forces had intruded 45 kilometres
into the nebulous frontier areas in the N:—an'.qrhur
and Kunar and & Lowa firgs
representative from Jalalabad was put in charge
of collecting tribal forces to oppose them,

provinces

[ )



Back in Afghanistan

%ﬁ‘jﬂu! is {he kind of 1ife for these Sikhs whe have netumed o
v their home country after the Taliban has been removed
and the Americans sel up a new administration in Kabul?
Mz Aunohita "l.-lrlju.mn.‘l.:r of the Tiuies Nees Netemrk visited
Afgharistan and wrode a series of artiches which appeared in The
Thngs nf Tndfn i mvic=]arse KIS, Some exierplc

Eleven year old Ajit EKaur wants to shudy English, prefers to
wiar trousers, play outside with her Friends and roam her
nm;hh':u'rhnu!. Insstead, 2he sats imside a dark, ||.r|-.'-\.'|.'IE|I'|gl!|.3 FOLHT
in Kabul's Karte Parwan aren, clakching her pink dupatta s 6
doesn't shide bt her head., Even arl-rr]Hmn'nlh.-mfpr.'n.!i-:-:cut'-:rinq_
bier hiead, she sill hasn't gat used to it Besides, “people here
cosmment if you play outside the hous™, she says

Agit s the daughter of Tidoch Kaur and Tirlok Singh, who
claimm fo ke Hhe frst family of Sikh Afghans fo have retumed o
Eatad from ndia. Tirlech and Ticlak, Like athers who refurmed
fromm India, are-amaong the 2080 voluntary returnees. The remaining
1200 add r:'f'l.|_|.:|-1"-l.-.:i|| refui |J|.'Fr:ull.‘ll:l'q.'.l parllg.- o whether Mow
Delli dectdes 1o extend their residence permits, which were {0
comae up for renewal in fuly 2006

Tirloch and Tirkk Singh returned bevaose they could not find
work in India and developed pevchosomatic disorders because of
the beat and humadiby of Delha

Hn:h,lrnint; -F) .-'l.tﬁluu%:l:.ﬂl waes the cure that Tiglek needad. He
naw warks in a cloth shop and his wife Tirloch is happy thaugh
the family Fives oatofa roomin abailding adjcining the Gurdwara
in kasle Parwan, Bents in Kabul have sky rocketed making proper
hangsing, pnadtordabe:

Ajit's playmate, 13 year ofd Gurmest, returned after 10 years
in Irclas where they stayved in Karbala im Delhi. Whak she midees
micst iz hier schod. "Sthadies ere ane pot ;.:u:-.'-d ¥ ahe Savn of the
skl rumn by the Gurdwara that she atbends During ihe Takiban
rule, Fincln anct Sikh families weren't encouraged bo send their
chaldren o schools run by the iegime. Though these is oo bas now,
the twio communities are loath Lo eneoll their children in
Government run schools, a the fear lingers. “Social acceptability
af the mimority comamunities which wis lost during Taliban, has
ke return first”, sayvs Baminder Singh, spokesperson of the Hindu
and Sikh commneuties wihs represented them in the Loud Jimge tha
elected Hamid Karzai as President.

Thie Karzai Governament is taking, stegs fo nesdone egual rights
o mingeities. YWhile this correspondent was speaking to Ramander
Sivgh, e had beoovisitors - officals of the comumisaion appainbed
by Karzai's Governament o drafl e new Constifution. The officials
v.:orf meehing, with him fo discoss wavs m which 1o sscerlain the
needs, rights ard safeguands for the minarity commumnities.

Raminder Sigh, who lived in Dethi's Vikaspuri for five vears,
retuirmed fo Kabul mo find his boase cocupeed by @ member of the
dominant Parghinl commaunity, a fate of many refugees from e
miranty CoenEm i bies

At classroran q the Sl Schen! o Geeznd in June MM
femcliers feeer abooe |oorkh Saser abidsiids elogn)

s for Tirloch Faur, ber oaly warry is lies dasiglder “We an
s Lo Hhie pestricions. that living in Afghanistan imposes. Bul this
girl grese up in India. What do | cliv with ber? The cnly arswer 18 1o
get her maresed i India®, she says of Ajit who has only fond
mremorkes of Delhd, rewithstanding s larsh simmer.

Raminder Singh is the ket person who shoudd be complimenting
the Taliban. The regiome foeced him to fee to India from Adghanistan
and he finds himself hromekes and poblegs on s retum; Yol, be feels
that et weas preater security under thie Taliban, “This Government
diaes niot hane full contral, There ane gunmmen runaing around, They
sottle igsups wshng the pun, President Famid Karei had promised
he would disarm these peaple insx months, Nothing has happened.
[he forces of the intemational community stay at checkpaints an
thie main roads, ghey dio ol comee insade awer nassow lnes ienforce
order”, he says. In recent months, there has been a deberionstion in
thi L and arder sibuation i some parts of the country, especally
i thee soisth, Following the kifling of a Bed Cross official in Kandalbar
proveiree in March, several NGOs Tave stopped visiting the districks.

Thee manelage of the Inlemational Security Assistance Fore (154AF)
is limited bo Kabul, the Fledghing Afghan police fonoe and thie ruatiennal
army are still under braining, and the coalition forces led by the 175
have shifted their foous ool and humanitanan affars



. The UNHCR chief of mission in Afghanistan Filipe Grandi terms
he “undedfunding” of the securty sector by the Infernational
';'gnrummir_l.' “n scandal”, He says that while large parts of the country
-hﬂumrmui'l’}' Fln:blr:rm.. factioaal rlﬁl'lfllﬁ lake betiveen the inJ.'lFE
af Bashid Dostum, the independint warlond in Masar provinee and
fher miliitias does affect the average Afehani Alsn, the work of the
WGOs s hamipered by fermovist elements of the Taliban and AT-Jaida
b Fave been regrouping in the seath and are bent on destablishing
the Government by targeting aid workers.

Atghan forelgn mimister Abdullah Abdullah says the AlQaida
5l has the capacity o carry oul operations despite being on the
numn, bt be dismisses s an exaggemtion reoent reports that thene
s been a reversal o the overall secusity situation.

Becendly Atghanistan’s Central finance minister Asheal Ghand
‘Epent a wk in Herat, the first cabinet minister bo visit the provinoe
in fwo decades. Even maore unusval was the task Ghant was
atlemping: o secure Governog lsmaed Khan's comyplianoe with th
directioes of the Mational Securily Counc {N5C) b transier Hesal's
ueboens Tevenue colbaction fo the Central Coovernament.

The provinces, under the contral of the private armics of the
indepenident warkirds, have thus far staved langely outside the ambit
af the Karzai Government’s authority. Without the security

BOOK REVIEW

HIJRAT -

Gurumu kh Singh Sehgal has emerged as a significant
novelist wrifing about fife in a particular region, in this
chse the Morth West Frontier Provinoe (MWFF] as it existed
besfire s Parttson.

His hwio eartier novels Nmidon Vachhre Neer and Lairhgi ane
vivid narmatives of the Pathan way of 1ife in the region, their
cis=toms and traditsons, their entertainment and food habits,
friml;]_:hip E ]'H;.rFI'iliI.'_l.'.- revidsson ak civil ﬁl}:_'hﬂl'_l,l and Faith m
natural justice. Mow his thitd novel Hipred fmigration] published
by Wellwish Publishers of Delhi, goes Further into the region,
beng located in Alghanistan from 1947 Gl the rise of Taliban in
the mid -1k

A the titde indicates, this novel is aboul the migralion of a
people (Sikha], who in the wake of Partition preferred o move
ko Jalakabad and Kabul from Luachg, in the WWFF rather than
migrating to India, How they came to grips with life then: and
b wbtimately they had bo migrate , in utter frustration, o India
afler the rise of the Taliban, is the themme of this novel, A joint
Family of frondser Sikhs, called Ehatrans, s zafely led across the
Afghan border by Malik Annat Khan, a powerful Pathan chief,
smee b has very cordial relations wath the family and does not
want any communal murders by the Muslim League followers
in his fiefdom. The tamily’s elder, Manak Singh; has his gister-
in-lawe Pritam Eaur married to Kartar Singh, a pewerful Sikh
busgiressenan of Jakalabad. So the entire family of four brothers
and bwao cousing along with thear wives and children arrive al

The Life

apparatus o bring them under its ambst, the Gevernment has had
an ureasy refationship with the vinually aubonomous conmanidens
wha hanee b be p;'rsnnd:'d, rather than ardered, b tall in with the
Central Goverraeent's directives.

The Heral visit was indicative of the aphill task the
Covernment faces in spreading its awthorty throoghout the
condey, Somee analysls feel the slow process has eroded the gains
of the momentum generated by the establsshment of the Kaceai
Governiment In Kabul. Cihers feel that the spread of conlrod can
rml}' l'u,:gmdu.nl in a sihuation where the enbme !.'Ial:ri:l:t':inﬁ rebuill
Erpen scrabch.

Forelgn mindsser Abdullzh Abdullah descrbed the Herat visit
A% a majur step bt agreed that the success of the Gevernment in
exbending its feach and authority was limdbed, berming it one of
the "ﬁhﬂm'nrnin_!;s" of the Kareai Govermament.

Herat miny have been a minor sucoess but amy oplmism was
dimmed by the musch less successful attempt by the Afghan
Gavernment o bring on board Bashid Doatum, the famously
independent warlord of Mazar Dostum's forces conkinue ioengage
with ather armesd grougs in the regron, makeng theanea perpetually
urstable, Dostwm had reneged onan earlier promdse o relemte fo
Kabul .alu{'-:uri'r'_p adviser i the Eareai Government:

of Afghan Sikhs

thee hioase of Kartar Singh, affectionately called Bhajaan, Heisa
man af EETETOUS dsapr.mnun and is knwwn for his extremely
impressive appeamnce in the entine town,

Thie new arrivaks spon rent & separate place and start doing,
thisr cran busines, AHer |1_1'.-'i|15 gurrrnonarthed B irikial boedles,
they strike poots in the new soil, theugh a kind of mseourity
persists. Though the Sikhs wene relatividy financially well off
in Afghanistan, vet they have had to live a Life of second-rate
citizens, The ﬁ.iﬁl‘l-lnE dominated life both Ph\'SIL‘-J-“]- imil
P1:l'||+:-:'.t'||._l,- weithoust &y mlz_;.Brd for the rule of law. The Sikhs
have remained a community of survivers against great ndds

Then in the nineties of the last century, the Taliban swepl
the coumtry and Islamic fundamensalism became the dominant
sfafe ideodogy, which turned too uncomEortalbée for the Sakhs o
sustain in such a dogmatic environment. Ltimately, as a
mimerity, they wene foroed fo migrate (0 Indi and thase whe
stayed behind, led a life of nen-entities. After half a century,
|"||:- terror and Fn;m';ﬁ:,-'d'u_wls ool e ]"lrh11|:|nd1.1. i mrvsited them.

Gurumukh Singh Scheal has Arsthand knowledge of the
lifes ptteries and cultural mores of the people in that Fegion:
The characters are made to-speak their local diabect {Handoo)
and at places Pashto and Pessian, which has added ke the
verisimilitude of the narrative.

Tspal Sdngh

(]



The Gurdwaras of Kabul, seen here damaged during the 1990s

¢ Afghan Hinda Sikh
Wiellare Saciely orpa-
nised @ phote exhibition of
Historic Sikh Gurdwaras
in Afghamistan which were
buughly dameged duringe the
patst dlecithe of wars, kahul
being ravaged in turn by
the Mujnhideen, Talibun
aned EL5. bombing,

A

This exhibition depi-
cled the fravails of the
Himdlwes and Sikhs canghi in
the crose-fire of wars that
have hlighted Afghanistan
slnce 1979 and culminating
in the US led attacks
agalnst the Al Qulda and
Takiban b late 20000, Many
historic Gurdwaras, dating
back to the 1Tth century
were damaged, some very
badly, and thoosands of
Hindus amd Siklis became
refuzees in India and other
parts of the world,

These rave photo-
','.r."||r|l'= were reeedved from
\ghandstan and displayed
for a few days al the
Library Hall adjacent to
the Gurdwara Sri (ora
Singh Sabha, E-Block,
(rreater Kailash, Part 11
Mew Dedhi,

il gren dinmaged, abooi.

{riiddler 5, fl.\,-luc_ll.'r.l|’|'| }-|||_|:!|'.l [raridifa il
dietails to 5, Tarlochan Singh, Chaimian
af the Minorities Crenssion.

tleftk Cenrdidurra Carrme Har Kar Safik
i = e e G al Kabwl seen domaeed after 1992



From Shor Bazar to Southall — The Sikhs of Afghanistan now in England

o -l
{Abovel Crerlooked Iiptlie Barl Hisar, there e il
Garrttotras fn the Shor Bazarasen in Teart o Karbal, wliich
ke canght i fre crassfire of felting .

Hrefored Tl Grerdiorn af Soutlull, i Wes Laoudap,

Trereare sebea G rrdioitias nr Sonblrall, West Lowioar, e Gy
Nanik Darbiar beirg esbadlished off Hapelock Bond (rofere Hre
e Caerdivara S Gurir Singl Saliia.ivas Sorverly opened i
Apral 2003} et mavvaged by e Sikh Afelians of the LLK,

e Sikh Afghurs are a disbictipe CORBRNN Y, Bhefr resolitio
and discipline of feith in strowg contrast bo the decliming
appearmices of otler Sikhs from other parts of Hee seorld wha
hawe Mred in the LLE. ol Touger, rre peommitealiy beffer
off.

Tiese pictures wre takei o Srereidiy e bty Jure 2003, ooy
meany hendreds of Siklv Afglan men, wouen dird cltildren
congregated af e Gurn Nawak Darbar, with decofior id
resolntion even as the LLK. anthoritios qre pressing e fo
retiim to rovaged Afyhanistan imspite of the desperite situation
there (aee box “Is Kaluel Dying”?).
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IN Reuicious HArRMoNY AND UNIVERSAL PEACE

* i ming Happily Togetier” is so indelibly inscribed in my

Lpﬁyr]‘m that at it seems b0 have come to me with a
spiritual spoon in my mouth at birth, Ever since [ remember
coming into adult consciousness, never has a thought come
tomy mind that as a human being 1 am any different from
others. Born in Jhelum, now in Pakistan, 72 years ago, |
have spent all my life in peace and harmony with all kinds
of people. Even when 1 was not aware of my spiritual
heritage and spiritual consciousness, | had it ingrained in
my heart that all human beings are equal and all mankind
is one brotherhood, My school bench-mate Sarfaraz Khan,
the son of a Muslim Magistrate in British India, smibed
and laughed and played with me and also quarrelled with
me as a fellow student, not as one from a different religious
denomination, but as my equal human companion. Despite
the horrendous killings and alienation of the partition days
it never brought me a feeling that the whale community,
the whole group, the whole sect of any denomination could
be dubbed as evil merely because one of its members had
behaved in an inhuman way.

Wheen | joined the Foreign Service, after migration to
Imdia, it was a real treat o work as a team in the Ministry
or abroad with me fedling whatsoever about one's origin of
religion, State or background. In over twenty vears of
service in India and abroad, not once did 1 feel that my
colleagues from different States or different economic
backgrounds were, in any manner, less or more Indian.

But the renlily of Religions Harmony being directly related
fio Linimersal Pance appeared in my heart, and my whole being
became the symbaol of Spiritual Universality when my
religious consciousness manifested spiritual splendour
within myself. In 1970, the fact of having been born in a Sikh
family and yet belonging to e whale world dawned on me
when | began to be attracted by the words and lives of the
Sikh Gurus, Guru Manak, the founder was so universal that
both Hindus and Muslims claimed him as their Prophet.
Curn Gobind Singh emphasised spiritual oneness with
defiance against tyranny and bigotry. Guru Anan’s willing
sacrifice for human solidarity strengthened my dissolution
in Truth and Love of the one God, of all religions Guru Tegh
Bahadur’s martyrdom for the sake of human nights and
freedom of worship for all so impressed me that under the
guidance of Guru Granth Sahib - the universal Sikh Scripture
containing the messages not only of six Sikh Gurus but also
of Hindu and Muslim saints including the so-called
untouchable bhaktas like Kabir, Ravidas of ULF, Naamdev
of Maharasthra, Jaidev of Bengal and Baba Farid, a Muslim
saint of Punjab - 1 began to lead a life of practical religious
harmony and universal peace even when | was a serving
Foreign Service Officer, While serving in Egypt, an old
Muskim lady, on her death-bed, told her chikdren to call me
for her last meeting, In Maris, where during my time, there
were no gurdwaras | used to pray in Cathalic churches and
o to the Ramakrishna Centre in Gretz, 50 kms away, to feel

the universal harmony in spiritual unity.



Later, | discoverad in my scripture, the Guru Granth
sahib, that we had been specifically commanded to treat
everyone equally and become the good fmend of all, to have
no divisions among human beings, to show equal respect
for women, to consider everyone our egual, to remember
thee Ot Lord of us all, by whatever name people call Him
and, above all, to display in our conduct that the twin
essential aspects of religion (self-annihilation through 24-
hour remembrance of Lord and the deeds of piety and
purity] remain so throughout our lives, These cardinal
virlues were so essential - and vet so universal - that when
| came to learn of the universal prayer of 5t Francis of
Asgisi, it seemed to me like 3 dictation from my own
scriphure. Let us savour this:

Christian-5Sikd dmf;::.:m‘ i ."rflrur-hﬂ

“Lord, mnke wie an insbriovent of Your peace;
Whererer Hiere s hebred, Jet mie soae lope
Whereoer there @5 infury, pardon;
Wherever Hhere 15 sadess, fow;
Whereper there is darkness, light;
Whererer there 1s despeir, hope; and
Whereper Hiere 13 doubt, feith
O divine masker, grant that 1 may seck so ok
- o b understand as fo understand;
- fo he covrsoded as o consale; and
- la be looed @5 fo fove .
For it is in givong that e recem;
[t i5 in pardoning Hthat e are pardoned; and
[t #s i dytieg that we are borsr bo Etermal Life.”

This prayer further enthralbed and reinforced my deep
commitment to this universality of religions and service of
Man. My inner voice dwelt on bwo concepis: There i= oly
ot refigion — that of frubh, and Fhere i only pre casle — thal
of hirimity. That is why my Scripture specifically declares
that Haere s one and the sme seromon for all, whether one is a
Brahmimn, a Khatri, a Vaish or a Shudra. Discrimination on
the basis of caste s severely condemned.

My heart developed the inclination to live in tune with
the concepts of Guru Granth Sahib, and of the prayer of St.
Francis of Assisi, a highly revered Catholic saint. While 1
was serving in Paris, in addition to my diplomatic, consular
or commercial work, [ becarne a member of the Pelits Freres
Des Powvers (Little Brothers Association for the Poor), a
French charitable society for serving old French peaple in
their homes. My distinct bearded and turbaned appearance
did not come in way of my love for them, It was a divine
treat not only for me, but also for the old French couple,
when | helped the paralysed Frenchman to walk some
distance on Saturdays or Sundays. Since | had developed
a compulsion to ask the old people to think of Jesus all the
time so that they would never feel lonely, | received more
kove than I gave. [n fact the %4-vear old French single lady
blessed me when she said: “You have restored my faith in
Christ which | had lost. “ And the widow of the paralysad
Frenchman was delighted when 1 attended his funeral, and
later ook her every month to the cemetery where he was
huried.

This unique experience of spiritual unity of man charted
a mew course for my life. | witnessed the divine glow on
the face of & young Pakistani doctor when I suggested o
him o be regular in Namiez, the Muslim praver, and refurn
to Pakistan to serve his poor countrymen after completing
his studies. He gave me a warm smile when he said his
parting good-bye: “Khudn Hifiz, 1 shall never forget that
in & non-Muslim countey, & nof-Muslim reminded me of
my Muslim religious duties.”

God decided for mve that the fime had come Lo leave
my service and experience on a wider scale the concept of
Living Happily Together with the downtrodden through
religious harmony: [ thought that merely reciting the name
of God was not enough; it must be translated into whole-
time service of humanity. | had experienced the truth of
love and peace in religion through my Oneness with the
elderly French people but | had no training to serve the
gick. | did not know which service I should take up.
Candhiji's book: My Experiments with Truth, came to my
help. | took to my heart Gandhi's advice in the |'l:l|'rr.'.:1'm:.!'.k.lr1
that to see God face to face one had to love the meanest
creation as oneself.

[ became & little apprehensive however, 1o realise that 1
could, in terms of my beliefs, never consider anyone as
being mean. (od solved my problem. During the half-
awake state at night, I noticed the picture of a leprosy
patient. 1 learnt leprosy work at the Christian Medical
College, Vellore and afterwards, leaving my job, came to
this leprosy treatment-cum-rehabilitation centre at
Amravati, started the late Dy Shivajirao Patwardhan,

L)

¥ L‘r b1
|



(=

Today, I literally live the realify of religious hermony and
urriversal peace. [ came to Tapovan, the name of the centre,
in October 1979, and in these past 24 years, | have been
Lizing Happily Together with more than a thousand leprosy
patients. The reality of this experience is profound because
none of the mmates - in the management or among patients
- i= a Sikh. Mest of them are Maharashtrian Hindus, and
soane are Muslims and Christians but for me every inmate
is either my son or daughter, my brother or sister, and my
father or mother. The beauty is that they too regard me as
their own and we live like a family.

1 have had various opportunities to participate in
interfaith dialogues and since 1980 must have attended over
20 such mestings. The former Bishop of Amravati, Rt Rev.
Joseph Resar too has been a close friend in fostering the
spirit of religious harmony ever since [ came to Amravati.
[ was born in a Sikh family, | am recognised as the
representative of the Sikh religion, but | humbly and mildly
protest by correcting that [ belong to all religions and
anyone who lives frieth, remembers the Lord 24 hours and
practices universal love is my co-religionist whatever be
the label. | firmly believe that the core of religion is Lope -
lowve without discrimination, love without expectation, love
in the name of one God of all, and love as the direct
representmbion of divine presence.

The guidance that | have recesved from Guru Granth
Sahib is g0 direct, and so unambiguous that | cannot heip
being universal. In fact, | cannot Hve my religion without
loving and respecting all religions. Many times, [ believe
that for others it may be a kind gesture to foster religious
harmony and peace. But for me, this is my religion. | have
praved in a London mosque, | have praved in temples, [
have prayed in churches and gurdwaras. But | have
experienced the same devotion, the same love, the same
truth and the same divinity. We have no persomal or human
Guru now, but my perpetual Word Guru, Guru Granth
Sahib, specifically directs me to pray to God to save all
human beings whichever path they fake o come fo your refuge
That is why 1 firmly declare that all religions are mine, all
prophets are mine, all prayer houses are mine, and all
methods of prayer are also mine. But when one ceases to
love, one is merely blowing the trumpets of empty religion
and throwing away the core.

Look at my heritage. Where would you find the instance
of the most important shrine of one religion having had
the distinction of its foundation stone being laid by a divine
personality of another religion? The foiemdation stoe of Hie
Golden Temple of the Sikh= woas .!ard'htr.'r mis i divee, Hazrat
il Mo,

Al the Garrn Nk Medical Cendee in Nelre Nagar, New Dl

Where would vou find in the religious text of ome
religion, the sacred divine messages of the saints of other
relighons who would strongly promaote their own prophets?
In Guru Granth Sahib, there are the offering of six Sikh
Gurus, but also of 16 highly respected saints of the Hindu
and Muslim faith whose ofterings are there given the same
status and same recognition, because every word of Guru
Granth Sahib 15 our Guru. Namaz and Pooja, Allah and
Ram, Hindu and Muslim are so prominently mentioned in
the Guru Granth Sahib that this scripture becomes the
treasure of all refigions automatically, The core is living the
conrmmrds of God, Many times | have said at interfaith
meatings that perhaps the Sikh Gurus did not meet
Christian saints, otherwise we would have had some
Christian hymns in our scriphure foo

When we all believe that all religions stress love and
peace, fraternity and equality, harmony and unity, how
come we find ourselves in such strife and disunity? Where
do we fall and why do we indulge in divisions, hatred, ill-
will wholesale condemnation, murders, carmage,
massacres, sexual crimes? [ venture bo suggest the tauses
of our inhuman and foolish aberrations:

® We parade religion, but do not practise it and politicians
particularly create vested interests in terms of vote-
banks, racial superiority, commercial exploitation and
human upheavals.

@ We pay lip-service to equality but continue economic
exploitation of the underprivileged sections on
religious racial lines.

@ We develop real or imagined wrongs done by some
community, group, country, etc.

@ W regale ourselves with majority—minority imaginary
conflicts, forgetting our own religious principles.

@ We foolishly believe that our prophet or Guru or Swami
will be pleased with hatred for and condemnation of



other religions and killings of people other than those
of our own religion.

True, such people are in a minority, but they have
perseverance to parade untruth or truth, project oot as ok
s, personal interest as common welfare and, above all,
pulitical chicanery as religious lervour.

Wil tire duty prrdienats af Tipordrn,

We recently had an inter-faith rally in Amravati
- onducted by the Police Commissioner, Ankush Dhanvijay,
- and it was a remarkable success. [ later wrote an article in
- The Hitmovde of Nagpur referring to my 24-year "Livong
Happity Together™ with leprosy patients and mentioning a
' Wjan which | sing with the patients. [ am sure, it is refevant
- this paper.

Muji mein R fufl onedn Bane sab mein Riam somaga

Sabse karlo pyar _[.r:g-m wein ki nahiiy peraya

LB filne hein sansar nnein priond seb menn ek b jpofi
Ek bl ke preshp hirin sere ok faar ke moli

P fame kis karighor ne ik mitti ka banmgn

Kol maftin pAray ......

o Fi b ke befe haen hooe ek harmar maata
Dvann paani dene wale o hanner daatn
N wene kis moorkle me e larna Ingrme sikhein.
Kid mahiin peraga ...

{God is in me, God s in you, God is in everyone. Letus
krl.tm'-ery-:np because God resides inevery heart. The same
light shines in all the people of the world, and they are all
e owers of the same garden as also the pearls of the

ame necklace. But we know not how He himself creates
all from the same clay. We are all the children of the same
Father, the same Mother. The same gracious Lord is giver
of everything to all of us. But we know not which fool
feaches us to quarred.]

My article ended with the remark: That fool fs the
pofiticion. We have now become pastmasters in scams,
criminal politics and pelitical criminality and have brought
shame to our countries and cur religions. In fact, when |
am asked to discuss “religious harmony and universal
peace - a reality”, | have a strange sense of shame. The
reality i s0 obvious bul when religion itself becomes a
hypocrite’s pastime, a politician’s gimmick, a businessman's
trick, then the discussions alone will be an exercise in
futility. Let us see why we make no headway. Conflicts go
O TiSing, Massacres continue, exploitation is on the increase
and all this despite the increase in the number of prayer-
houses and pseudo-saints, The fact is that

& We parade Gandhi on 2nd October and 3th [anuary,
but have no desire to follow him in practice.

& We pour out sweeties from our mouths, but we do not
known the truths of our own religion and certainly not
of other religions, although the core is the same.

© We have lost our moorings and mortality s at the lowest
b, Without mostality religion is an empty slogan.

Bishop of Amrrvali and Cabholie slslere pisitivg '!:IrJ-:ll'-dl.ln'

@ Weare unwilling to sacrifice even our illegal privileges
and we are unwilling o observe the rule of law.

@ Our legislators themselves are usually an unruly lot.
They ndulge in crime, they exploit the poor and amass
illegal wealth. They make rules which they do not want
to Follow,

T lay down one's life for one's principles is now a thing
of the past, but unless we are prepared to sacrifice our life
for righteousness, we can become only drawing-room
debaters. Gandhiji did not preside over seminars and issue
deliberately vague statements when people were killing
each other. He did not evade issues. He wis in the thick of
rioting mobs and was willing to lay down Ris life - which
he did. We confuse illegality with political benefits, We
talk of conversion-debates when people of one religion
kill those of others. We hide behind slogans and we often




indulge in double-speak. Gandhiji paid, with his life, fior
his faith in his convictions. We are after power, but talk of
religion and peace. Codse murdered Gandhiji with a gun,
we murder his principles with our political and selfish lip-
STV ICE,

A kinder atmosphere could be created if we all begin to
practise the concepts of our religion because essentially, all
the religions preach love and peace. It is only the bigots
whao themselves have not understood their religion, and it
is only the exploiters who do not wish to lead righteous
lives who preach hatred, and since we are all ignorant about
the real values, we are misled. In reality, religious harmony
and universal peace are bwo sides of the same coin but
because of hiatus in what we say, what we do, we cannot
live happily together. Guru Nanak had
emphatically preached sackar nure safaki
reppar sach achar (truth is the highest but
higher still is trutitful conduct), 1f we all
live the truth of our religions we can
manifestly prove that religions farmony
and unroersal peace would become a
rewlity.

Lt us not forget that there is another
dimension to the problem of universal
peace. That is of poverty. If we neally
wanted to solve the problems of poverty,
we would have been doing our religious
duty of looking after our down-trodden
people, but what we witness is not only
our aversion towards the poor, but our
deliberate disinterest in raising their
standard of living. We go on creating more poverty by
usurping their rights and exploiting their ignorance and
innpcence. Religion becomes then only a tool for
exploitation, because its basic mortality is missing,

We love prophets, we love religion, but only externally.
Moo even religion has becorme a five-star culture, We now
concentrate on external cosmetism, external celebrations,
external extravagant ostentation. We believe that bigger
the car in which a holy man travels, the bigger the house in
which he lives, the more spiritual he is, but depriving the
poor people of the faith of the pious and the pure. We cannot
deny that even safe drinking water is not available to maost
peopie. We canmot deny that most people do not have twa
meals a day. What kind of religions do we preach and
practise which does not ensune even drinking water and
two square meals bo our people? What peace do we talk
about? And what religious harmony? If we had practised
the reality of religion, there would not have been starvation
deaths on the one hand and mountains of foodgrains being

Bluiymwaint Singh Dalavoari singing thie
praiazs of the Lord, skl dee alal and
terminm! cases in Tiagpatam,

eaten by worms on the other, Again, we would not have
been involved in five-star ostentation in the face of
hurmiliating poverty of our people. Indeed, the rulers too
deny the poor their due and explodt them in the name of
religion and semal, whereas, in reality, they themselves live
a life far removed from that of the people. The seminars
and conferences also become meaningless with repetition
of empty shogans of peace,

Where i the connection between religious harmany and
excruciating poverty? Where can the peace come from
when the stomach is empty, 2 poor woman is hurniliated
and raped, and the exploited bonded labour is crushed even
by those who have temples and other prayer-rooms in their
homes? What kind of universal peace and religious
harmony can we achieve in such an
enviromment? Religion means morality
and integrity of the highest ordes.

In conclusion, let me retell the story
af Guru Manak, whio chose to stay with
Bhai Laalo, a poor artisan of low caste,
and was so upbraided by high-caste
Brahmins, Malik Bhago, like our present
exploiters, was aghast when Guru
MNanak's detractors complained that he
had broken caste rules and stayed with
low-caste person. Malik Bhago ordered
Cruru Marak o join the public meal he
had arranged for all koly men, but Guru
Manak refused to join and, when
pressed, pointed out that his wealth was
collected by exploitation of the poor and
contaimed their blood, while the food of the honest and
poor Laako wis pune,

We wilness the same spectacle today with ostentatious
marriages, birthdays and political bashes while the
exploiters talk of religion and peace. Our black money runs
to thowsands of crores, Our poor people sleep on footpaths,
mostly without food or safe drinking water. Indeed even
the devil can quote Seriptures, but unless we have our
internal commitment and internal purity, we cannot make
refigious hermmony amd imtoersal peace a realify. This reality
of living happily fogether would only mean the liming happily
together of the Elite. If we want this reality to belong to all
the people, then our hearts must change and we must
decide to do unto others what we want 1o be done fo us,
Peace cannot come with external religious words when the
poor can collect only the crumbs thrown by ostentatiousty
rich exploiters. '

Blusgrnnart Singh Dalatoart
Tapaoan, Amraveli $44602, Mafirastitrg
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%ikhh have made their home in North America for more
k_Mhan a century now. For much of that fime, it has been a
struggle.

But in this “new workd ™ - a land of pionieers - Sikhs have
proved their mettle. They have overcome every hurdle put
before them and they stand tall today as full- u.ﬁ.i;.._-.d citizens
of the Ulnited Stakes and Canada

They are long past the survival mode. They participate
in every segment and at every level of society. There is no
area in which they haven't excelled or made their mark as
outstanding citizens,

It is firme therefore for them to tum to other things, to
shift their priorities. As their children grow up, it is time to
concentrate on preserving their traditions and culture, to
share their riches with their fellow citinens, and to pass on
e forch Eo the new generations

And, it is this task that The Sk Foundalion - located in
the legendary Silicon Valley, specifically in Palo Allo,
California - has taken on with vigour, under the leadership
f Dr Marinder Singh Kapany.

D Kapany 15 no ather than the man known as the “Father
of Fibre Optics”, who was named by Fortine Magizine in its
special New Millennium edition in 2000 as one of the six

“unsung heroes of the Twentieth Century™

Under his stewardship, The Sikh Foundation has done
something unprecedented: it has managed to survive and
flourish for thirty-five years, while serving the community
in a myriad of wonderful w ays, all with the goal of

sgfooco |

SAN FRANCISCO’S NEW™

“HAPANY GALLLAY OF

I JATS

establishing Sikh centres of learning and culbure within
major mainstream institutions.,

(5 April 2003, Sikhs from far and wide gathered in
Han Francisco o celebrate the suceesses of The Sikh
Foumdataon |'l'|. SIS ﬂ'll\.'“.:'ll'l? its 354h ANMVErsary in a
ll.‘.".iql.le' Wiy! |'l:l. CHPENENE the first permancnt ‘:||v.,|| Arts
Exhibition in Morth America,

The ?’-e'l.'-:'r"h'lc'lq' for this exhibit, e amed Asian Art
Museum, is not new o San Francisco, [ has been around
since 1966, but hitherto at another location. [t had already,
in its previous incarnation, acquired a reputation as one of
the world's foremost collactions of Astan Art,

With maore than 15,000 artworks on display, covering a
span of 6000 years of history and as many as 40 Asian
countries and cultures, the museumn was bursting at the
seams and beggeing for a more deserving arena.

Mercifully, it was granted its wish.

Y 1917 creation of designer George Kelham, the Sam
Francisco Main Library boasted a magnificent granite,
Beaux Arts exterior, matching the other buildings in the
surrounding Civic Center park.

But, unfortunately, the 1989 San Francisco earthquake
dlid serious damagre to the structure, as it did to many others
in the area.

The City chose to re-design the area a bit while
considering repairs. And, in doing s, digplaved at least
tweo strokes of genius. First, it decided to move the Asian
Art Museum to the old libra ry building, granting the I|l1|-.|r}-
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a MW E|IZ1'|;'IE-.'?\-. fr b bazilt mext doos. And, secondly, it mave !_;.:|||_'|'l. i1 Pars: the Musee d'Orzay. There. she turned an
thie job b fkalian architect Cae Aulenti. ol Beaan gkabion ko o _::|<|;;|1:||.._'-_':1|_.|_-'\,|':i'r\-i|i|_'-_— space, while
preserving the integrity and intricately defailed riches ol
it's 2 wornan. Oddly. even the grigtnal structure

though the world of Well, she has performed thie same miracle with the new
architecture has |‘\-.'|:-.|||: i Astan Art Museum

any |I'I'I'I|I| o ] || - . o . F
e et And the re<imncarmation of this marvel has alzo heralded

the opening of the Satinder Kaur Kapany Gallery of Sikh
Aris, named in honowr of Dr Kapany's charming and

lowdest accalades ane I1'il'\1||'|

reserved lor eccentoic males

Certainly, Aulenti s one enEaTinge wike.
who should be h"':"! b0t [t is-only appropriate that this “First” should take place
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And, of course, Ujjal Singh Dusanjh, who not too long
back became the Prime Minister of British Columbia, the
land which only nine decades earlier had shamefully turned
back the Korgata Mary. And, Harbance Singh Dhaliwal,
whio became and continues to be a sendor Minister in the
Govemnment of Canada ...

Therefore, the event to mark this grand opening was
too important to merely rush through over the course of a
mere eVening.

The day began with a Seminar on Sikh Arts held in the
pristine Osher Hall of the Asian Art Museum. Chaired by
Drr Forrest MeGill, Chief Curator of the Museum, the
moming proved to be a feast for the mind and soul: six
excellent speakers who spoke on various aspects of the role
of the Arls within the Sikh firmament:

Dr Nikky Guninder Kaur Singh, Chair of the
ent of Religious Studies at Colby College, Maine
(USA) and the talented translabor of e “Verses of the Sikh
Gurus”, which were first, published by Thie Sikis Faundation
in collaboration with Harper Colling under the title, “The
MNarne of My Beloved” (later republished by Penguin Books,
India).

The internationally-acclaimed British artists, the twins
Amrita and Rabindra Kaur Singh, whose extraordinary
creations are poised to re-visit North America later this year
for exhibifions, first in Biverside, California and then in
Hamualton, Ontarko, Canada;

Mew York based portrait artist, Manveet Kaur Saluja,
who is currently in the thick of a project aimed al capturing
Sikh giants on canvas, starting with the inimitable Sher-e-
Punjab Maharaja Ranjit Singh;

Shivi Kaur Singh, a doctoral candidate on the Arts of
Morth India at the Punjab University, Chandigarh.

Painter Arpana Caur was unfortunately unable lo make
it to the event. But all was not lost: Dr Mary Ann Milford
briefly stepped into her shoes and provided a fascinating
interpretation of Arpana’s body of wark to date.

Contrary to modest expectations, the turmout for the
seminar was phenomenal: the hall was packed through the
morming with well over 300 attendees, with standing room
only throughout. Understandably, because the talks and
the accompanying visuals kept the audience glued to the
seafs.

The morning thus proved to be a tough act to follow,
but somehow Chintan Singh Ahuja (the Foundation's
Marketing Manager) and Jasbir Singh Sethi (General
Manager), along with an army of dedicated volunteers,
managed 10 make the evening's gala a spectacular success

The Grand Staircase which nises from the main foyer
on the main floor, the Geand Hall at the top of the stairs -

for onwce, in a world of missomers, each of them genuinely
deserves to be called “grand” - and the stately loggia which
overlooks the one and leads into the other, have been
meticulously preserved and enhanced by the state-of-the-
art renovittions and additions.

The Grand Hall was the venue for the black-tie gala at
6.00 pm. The general century-old ambience, the meticulous
table-settings, the sumptucus food, the colourful attire, all
added to the grandeur of the evening, and more.

The highlights of the evening were many: the Sikh and
American national anthems sung by young child ren; San
Francisco's Mayor, Willie Brown Jr's kev-note address; the
warm welcome by public relations office of the Governor
of California.

Then there were the brief but enlightening comments
concerning ongoing projects and future plans presented
by a representative from each of The Sikh Foundation's
partivers: Dr Emily Sano, Director of the Asian Art Museum;
Dr Deborah Swallow, Director for Collections at the Victoria
& Albert Museum in London, England; Dir Paul Taylor,
Chief Curator for the Sikh Heritage Gallery of the
Smithsonian in Washington, D.C.; Dr, Dan Aldrich,
Sr. Counsel to the President, University of California;
Dr Gurinder Singh Mann who holds the Chair in Sikh
Studies at the Santa Barbara Campus of the University of
California; Dr. Nikky Guninder Kaur Singh.

The icing on the cake was, of course, & visit to the new
Sikh Arts Gallery. It dazzles you the moment you enter the
floor designated for South Asia, First, the intricately-carved
Sikh war-helnet grabs you with its masterful blend of gold
and silver. You glance left to see, towering above you, the
grand wall-sized standard from an 18th century Sikh
confederacy (misl). My favourite, of course, is the ivory-
inlay jewelry box belonging to Ranjit Singh, Emperor of
Punjab.

1 savoured the many delights in this gallery - it isa
relief to see these treasures preserved and displayed sowell
closer to hame. Closer, that is, than the land | left far behind
aeons ago, but praying that one day, each and every major
museum will have a designated gallery to give at least a
sampling af the many riches from our past and the creations
of those who help preserve the wealth of our history and
culture.

T. Sher Simgh
(T. Sher Singh, & Barrister & Solivitor hased i Guelph,
Owibarin, Canada, i 0 member of The Sikh Foundation's Board
of Trustees. He currentiy heads "The Spinning Wheel Film
Festival: A Celebration of Sikih Films™ which iz scheduled fo he
held af The Koyl Ontarto Muséum, Toronto, Canadi, on
Ovctober 17, 18 & 19, 2003. For info on the Festival, planse pisit
uv spinningrheelfestival con]

.""".
I 51)

!



Youth and women - the two important energies critical to building of a vibrant and sell sustaining
people - remain woefully neglected by the “representative leaders” of the Sikh Community.

“Raurs and Singhs" is a timely and path-breaking effort initiated by a dedicated volunteer group to
unfold the Sikh way of lile to voung minds, to provide an atmosphere where kids can begin to imbibe
the Sikh culture of AfgwE (“Sachiyar™) — truthful living which is the core of Sikh philosophy;
through Sangar, Pangal and Kirfarn,
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RS AND SINGHS
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“Knowing” The Sikh Way
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m-giﬁlhin our comminity there & serious concern regarding the present situation where youth and “5Sikh Society” in general
WY are showing lack of feelings for "Sikh™ values, traditions and identity. We are well aware of the situation and are all
talking about i, but Little i= done. Evervone has a theory to enlighten us with and a commandment to give about this. Park
vourself with a person wheo is concerned and in moments vou would have traversed through seies of specific actions we can
fake for improving cur predicament. Yo will be able to guess, from the way the person speaks to you, that the individual has gone
through this monologue many times, perhaps often talking 1o one’s self. Trying o convince oneself by mere Ealking so o speak

When we go wrong in religion we "blame” others, the S5GPC, the IGPC, the leaders and the Parciarrks, thas absolving
ourselves of any guilt and responsability. It makes us feel that we are a part of the solution and not the problem. While all this
happening. water is running down stream. The effect is being felt and the resulls are already there. [ am reminded of what ane
Cerman humorist said:



“Thae eever o onir deshimny, mamfer soiere toe wll, Bies al the
foot of tie crodle™: Richer.

The present is the result of what our past was and
tonsrron B what today will bloom into,

Gury Nanak in the Japji savs,
nyrid el it ot w1 = gEndt niEg A 11200
Japjt, first Mol

Az v s, 0 shall B resailts be for as,
Cod oradwined, e e in Fravsirigration,

Youth is “The Critical Mass™

There are two important energies which are peeded
to build a vibrant community - youth and women. Wamen
itre o farch in wohich the fimme of youth is fit. To neglect or
ignone ther importance 1s for us, as Sikhs, disastrous and
dangerows, but that is what we do teday. 1t is obvious
how much disregard we show for our wiomes. Our youth
are actually no better off. We don’t want to give room to
our youth; we want to hold on to everything till the grave.
Stagrant welers ratler tha a fresk shradur,

I was witness to a programme in one of the local
Gurdwaras where children were organising the Dinen
for the evening, They were doing the Kinlon, Padth, the

Ardiags and also gave talks on important topics. The Gurdwara
Management, despite fervent requests, did not agree o the
children sitting at the tabys, in service of the Guru Granth Sahib
and doing the Andmes. Mere children from 4 1o 14 vears of age
and we are scared! This is how we want to hold on to power, as
though the children would take the Colgk and snatch the
Gurdwara Management! How do we then expect youth to be
prowd of their heritage or be ready for tomorrow? Actually we
don’t really care about religion or about Skh life; we care about
ourselves and what we can hold on to at all costs. The present
state of Gurdwara affairs is an apt reflection of our emptiness,
Weare a fittle people, 1otk sonnll henrfs, expecting big resuils. But this
is not how we were, this not what our past attihade was and this
is not what made the Khalsa what he became and what he is!
Fuilure to respect our legacy and acknomladge our debi bo wesferday
not going inprnished. We faee fo i and alfoo the yorth to five
Heeir religion, fo experiesnce if and live comfortably in it- to be conmected
aith its inmer reafity amd abridarce, [Fwecan do this, then to sustain
the Khalsa approach is not a conflict between that which is
happening and what should happen. The friction has gone and
harmony would prevail.

A Sikh is a natural being. What ever Guru Sahib tell us in the
Cauru Granth Sahib are universal truths and not relative Laws,
connecting us to the Universe - to nature and its creator, In my
apinion although people of all ages can experience such nature,
it is children and the youth that are the best equipped to
expericnoe "Sikhi® and v it It comes naturally to them as they
are not far removed from it; the younger they are, the more -Ea$||:|.'
they can live "Sikhi™, Youth has all the energy needed for
dedicating themselves to search and to enguire and realisa life
in its entirety. T1 is the Hme when the tank of the car is “full* and
whereever the car is directed it will move swiftly and surely. The
miovierebion of youth can overvide one's entive Hfe pattern ind dichinte
it, our ifs terms, Youthful energy can be “very” productive in the
search of truth. It needs to be understood that the Gurmukh marg
has to do with complete acceptance, total submission o the Gurnu;
it deals with searching for truth, seeking it with untiring zeal
and dedication, To question is to ask is the fundamental pillar
on which a Sikh way of life exists. A Sikh is born out of
questioming, out of enquiry. Guru Manak in the [ap{u)ji puts forth
some of the most potent questions of life; 10 live in these questions
is for live inan inner enquiry of reality, & bo live in the awareness
of "Grery Mamak = Grru Gobind Singh”. All this can be done only
when one is willing to put everything one has at stake. It is
relatively easier to do this at the time of youth and in the prime
of life. Says Sheikh Farid:
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“Becoming™ and “Being™

Times are changing, the language, the athitudes and
pressures on man are also changing: The need o adapt 1o
this change while keeping our external form and inner
inspiration s critical. The inner inspiration is perfection and
our outer form is transcending time. Climge ar “leroining” 5
related o permanence or “being ™, In the material world
everything changes and nothing is permanently the same; in
fuct the omly thing permanent in the phyvsical World is change.
Ihe Khalsa is amidst changes around us, we need to adapt
= are, Like wood
which, when changing from hot to cold does not cease to be
wiond. & sfone rermains a sfone when it fraverses a distamoe,
steel changes its shape and yet remains steel. Chorge takes
gice throdigh ws emd mof iz, We need o not only adapt fo
but be able to mold into with ease and dexterity. From riding
a horse, the Khalsa has moved info drving antomaobiles with
¢ase and dexterity, from using oil lamps, adapted to the use
of modem lights. To mot be ready for chasnge and bo et adapt
ter this is something which will lead to wastage of energy
and resources. We need to identily that which is an ebernal
partof us and will not change and that which is not, and this
i5 the art of religious existence. Wi have already adaphed to
", i the oflier hard 1 perommrent, The Jwat
of i Bhatsg, e mititiede of acceptamce of fife and the form of e
Khatsn &5 our betng, Guiding Tife through its changes and
inspiring movemsent while remaining etemally unchanged,
i thee Gure mous,

to this change while remaining what we

this, i a way. “Beirg

There is i problem when an individual does not adapt to
change and suffers then fromy a source of insecurity and
complexis. Then the person tries to “show™ as much change
s possible and in doing =0 loses his or her sense of identity
arwd character, There 15 no comfort im such an existence, but
only pressure which takes its toll in the awareness of thal
) |'-||.|| is ebernal in an individual, The atitude is no lenger
natural but what we try ard make of it, editing {od and the
Gurw. The result is a person with guilt, toang io pestfy what
has happened. This stems from not knowing one's identity,
not being roobad in the self, someone whao is unawane of his
or her being. The understanding of religion and the fact that
an individual benefits from it, & to be recognised, This will
make us honest in our approach, not living half truths when
there are none.

[r1 the Late 19th century and the early 20th century, India

wits being swept by chamges throwgh modermn education and
rationalisation of thinking. It was important and critical fos

The young Kaurs and Singhs — and some of their parents

us ko prepane for this Sant Attar Singh (Mustuana San:uilurj
understoad this more than othess and |'||.-J1r|.* wred an |||:a-1: i
For the community, In the carly 20th century, such an
inztitution was created where modem education and spiribual
I""i"'l-_'. omald be lived ‘I||ﬁ|-'1::||:_'r amed Im HiIT|T|I'||'|:|'_ His mim s
for cvemte an amonkemed Khalsa o sondd ond conld interact il
aied flr__"u'lu"m'.".'.'nhn‘n S =iy ||'r_|,r. T|'|i_t: 1% t|1|_- M |:,' Way Wi Can b'TiT';!C
change in attitudes to life. 5ant Teja Singh was send bo Harvard
fiui '||.='..'1r'|"|i:||.'!'!l child E:I-._l.--:'|111|u3;:.; .|ru| |:|'|||d :u_‘ll.li._'.:ﬂ:i-;'-n Im I:|'|.1|
day and age professors came from England 1o teach physics
and the sciences. A huge infrastructure was created and a

self sustaining organisation was established. Everything was
in |.'lt-.'|l.'|." vel, for a VETY cagual reason the .:-fh._'nlpl: failedd and
Sant Attar Singh abandoned the organisation. Sant Attar
Singhji was exceptional and his insight so apl. A major
oppartunity was lost, for no whene else was such an attlempt
made, There was nowhere as much resource available
anywhere else, Our present stafe would have been different
had such a programme been successiul. We would have had
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Jakibin Khalsas ||:.-|1|r|.'-.i by e Spt it and i|'|.=-}'l||'i'.1.|.'\I others
arcund us, A revolution of light, of freedom,

This is the need of the hotir. An edwecational prograimme
which addresses I'."u':'-.'-..luill'l'l'nl'l'l'.h oo the Khalsa is I'||'lr|"l."e~.-i|.1|_k.'
within the present national structure of education and
wherever included in the curriculum, has been poorly
implemented. The present schools run by the DUGPRC,
cerfainky have the infrastracture, bul leachers there are doing
i Tpob” teaching “divimite™ and the prissures of such a sohool
do nok Jet this all important issue get addressed az it showld

We need to give our children Sangaf, but why not in
Curdwaras? | have a 12 vear obd som and | keoow that | can
Lake him tooa Gurdwara and be will go, because | tell hirm ko,
bt b relates o very Isttle thiene; s present “life culture” is
far remdwed from the present Gurdwara culture, specially
whieny the Gurdsweara 12 nok evnly g w ith the imes. Sikhi is
lowe for the Guru, Sikhi is amond and its living, but how do
I|ww i_'|1|||_| e :._:I‘l FTR] 1_':'.|l|1'~e-.:|:l|'| ko b themzelves, Lo e Sikhs

and liktle Khalsas? Our children grow up in an environment
where even their own language is not spoken and the majority
community around does not know them, Evenas babics, they
aig |'.'-.F:l.'|.-|'|.1 [N .lf..'||'|.- and allendants who do not speak o
knw thieir |.;||1gl,|.'||;|; and cubbare, As parenis we are s b
reraved that we don't speak "Punjabi” at home. The children
see movies and TV serals which lough at their idengity amd
give a poor picture of the "Sikhs”, We the parents do not
have enough time to feach them and even if we do, how
dor we get them to meet their peer group of other Sikh
children? We expect children to be better Sikhs than we
are, even in this environment. Where is the one place a
child can go, ask, talk, see and know what is his or her
religious identity? [t is not happening at the Gurdwaras,
nor is (F happening in the schools or at home. When we
tock up this issue this was a common concern and wias
voiced by others. Friends would call and discuszs this. (One
could often hear troubled voices, “what are we q.i|||n|_'|
about the kids?"
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One possibility is to run parallel programmes, locally, where young
adults and children can feel the presence of “Sangat” and come to know
whao they are. Where, in relaxed atmosphere they can question and ask
without being afraid. Exposure to their religion in a comfortable
eovironment is the first step to becoming familiar with ther “being ™,

This is how “Kmirs and Siegls™ was bom, a “Sikh culture workshop®
for children from 4-16 years of age. A local activity. Where the kids feel at
horme, The programme has an enrollment and annual curriculum which
includes Sangnt, camps and other activities like Kirlen classes, Gabka
programmes, exposure to handicrafts and horticulture of the Punjab, arts,
open discussions, lectures, and exposure to personalities amongst other
thimgs, Awdio visual presentations and mmpuh—'-l-i are used in a way that
the children can easily absorb them, In time, it is expected that the youth
will be able fo run such workshop programmaes on thisir 0w, 11lll-|:!u1r:
bridiges within the community and connecting to their Guru and themsebves

Wi have just started this programme® in a very small manner, but the
TespOnsd has bewn overn |'||_-|.|1|.il|5. It is E'l.-:'.'lrh'ﬂu'lg o see there are other
parents like mie who want to give Gurimgd Ehe atbendion it nesds. One of the
volunteess tobd me, "1 am full of tears since the moming; this was my dream
for =0 long.” Litile Khalsa bovs and girks playing together inan interactive
environment, 15 insgring for we all, True to our Ehalsa 5!_'!.'|{' we even had
two young Khalsas fight it out with their fists! One can feel energy and the
enguiry in the air. In the open session a 14 vear old boy hc-ud us, he wias no
happy ‘with his life. At the same time a four year tobd us, "1 am happy with
life”, CUne of the YOUNE !_||'r|$ wias a poctess ..'|r'||.‘| annthes 10 Vear obd was a
philosopher, talking to us about thought. Yet another was a psvchologist,
pevchomanalysing unhappiness of others. 50 many of them came to the
podium and said, how and why they were proud to be "Sikhs". Does it nod
miove 51_1m|:rj1;'ir|;.; in 1s whien one of our iHle one stands U, their own
and says what “pride” they have in the Guru® A little girl said being a Sikh

e soume o Hae bedcher solaiedeers.

Experience sfos e saiy,

inspired her to give away everything she had
by ortlsers. Different colours and different hues
of the same light

[ end with the words of a 12 year old

"I have a question, how do you peg

yoursell bo Guru?™ Hasa't he started the Japji?

fee A Teta SR g3 g8 we |

"Kinrs il Singles” searching together will
find the answer with the Grrn amongst them

Rajbir Singh

* Traugurated on % July 2003, at Sujan Singh Park in New Delhi, “Kaurs and Singhs" plan a series of nine one-day workshops. The
sz From the children has been overwhelming! Already nearly two hundred children have enrolled, with many more waiting
to join. The workshops are being conducted by selected and committed valunteers whio have pertinent teaching experience to suskain

the child's interest while interacting with them: toexcibe the inquisitive minds,



Inauguration of

uru Gobind Singh Chair

at the Universitv of Mumbai _

The Unmersity Coampaordaug Fall by Georee Githert Seadl e fhe devoraied French stele of the 2560 confiong,

I(_:.I)” 23 April 2003, the Chief Minister of Maharashtra
Sushil Kumar Shinde, DB L. Mungekar, Vice
Chancelbor of the University of Mumbai, who presided over
the function and the special guests, wene welcomid by
S Kulwant Singh Kohli, the Working President, *Thes i an
important day for the Sikhs of this great metropolis, when
one of the oldest and most prestigious seats of hearning
namedy the University of Murnbai, s installing the Giera
Gotund Sigft Chir an its Department of History™

The Government of India had earlier made a grant of
Rs.50 lakh for the purpose and the Government of
Maharashtra not only set up a Special Committee for
celebrating the tercentenary of the Khalsa Panth in 19494
under the Chairmanship of the Chief Minister, but also
chalked out comprehensive programmes for the celeb-
rations to continue in befitting manner, The Maharashtra
Covernment has decided to allot a plot of 2000 sq.mtrs at
Coradia Magar, Ghatkopar to the Sri Gura Smgh Sabha,
Mumbai, for the purpose of raising a permanent structune
tor be known as the Guru Gobind Singh Bhavan, “lam sure

that both these projects, the Gurw Gobind Sorgh Chinr and
Guru Gobrnd Singh Bluzan, will go a long way in fulfilling
our cherished desire for propagating the ideals for which

that erreat Gury lived and sacrificed all, including his life”,

Chiel Minister Sushil Shinde conbfinued: *I am neither
a historian, nor a scholar, and therefore do not claim any
competence to address such an August assembly on the
philosophy or historical significance of the lite and work
of the Gireat Gunu. His achievements and outstanding mark
a5 a leader, warrior, scholar and symbol of supreme
sacrifice, are too well known to bear any repetition.

I oo of the Seminars organised by this Commithes,
Hiz Excellency, DeP.C Alexander - former Governor of
Maharashtra — spoke about the Khalsa and [ quote some
references from his speech:

e cannnt find @ paralle! lo Guru Gobind Singh in any
wlver religions Nterpture, fusl teink of that very complex
persorality = soldivr, warrior, general, seint, schmlnr, poef,
whilosealfeer, bern in Pk, with all his grent achiviements in
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"There 15 a very strong bond of union between Sikhs
everywhere and the people of Maharashtra. The very fact that
Giuirg Gobind Singh chose fo be in Manded in the last few months
ol his beilliant lifeand that he chose to declare The Guro Granth
Sahilas the Gur For all of his followers in the future, are emouzh
tovestablish the golden threads of union between the peoples of
Maharashtra and Sikhs all over the wiorld

[ wish every success to the Chair in its laudable objectives,
for which it is established and assure the Honble Vice Chancellor
of full support for our educational institutions and other

inatituwtions

| pray ko the Als I'||:,,|'||'; to bless this Char #o let it serve as a
|iH|".l|.1-.'llI-‘ for entire humanity and "'”J-I'I‘-T' gur wav from
darknesstolight, fromy despair to hope and from sormos r_|,|.-.'|:|,'-'r|1.:|
happiness™.

Kulwant Singl Kohli
Former Sheriff of Bombay
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Honour for Australian Sikh

SManjit Singh Aujla, settled in Melboume since 1979, is
recipient of the Centenary Medal awarded by Queen
Elizabeth [1. The Medal has been given to him for “services
o the Australian Indian community through migrant welfare®.

Manijit Singh Aujla is a Justice of the Peace, Marriage
Celebrant, Migration Adviser and Registered Interpreter and
Translator who took ug-community work in Melboume after
taking retirement from the Public Transport Corporation.
Since 1963 he has kept himself involved with numerous socal
welfare and religious orgnisations and devoted his time in
the service of the Australian Indian community, providing
advice in immigration matters, all gratis. Neither has he
confined himself to his local Taylors Lake area in commumity
servioe but has spread his operational area to Melbourne. He
wis involved in building a Gurdwara and developing the
Sikh community there, giving it a feeling of belonging.

He was congratulated for the Centenary Medal by
Minister for Citizenship and Mult-Cultural Affairs, Gary
Hardgrave, MPE The services rendered by MrAujia has alzo
been fully eulogised and recorded in the Victorian Parliament
by the MF, Mr.Seilz,

Sangat follows the
Nanakshahi Calendar

Despite an appeal by the Punjab Chief Minister,
Capt. Amarinder Singh, to observe the martyrdom day of
Gury Arjan Dev according fo the “national calendar”, the
Sikh zangat of Patiala and elsewhere sided with the Shiromani

Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) on the issue by
deciding to hereafter observe the martyrdom day on June
16, a3 acconding to the Nemakshahi Calerler.

Mo functions were organised in Patiala as wefl as in other
parts of the district to mark the martyrdom day of the Guru
on & June. Nagar kirfans and all-night religious functions
attenched by ragis were, instead, organised on June 16 to mark
thie occasion, While the Gurdwaras seemed to have sent the
message across bo the Sikh community effectively, people also
forwent a time-honoured tradition of holding "chhabeels”
which is the hallmark of the day.

A visit to the Dukhniwaran and Moti Bagh Gurdwaras in
the city showed that there was no special rush, The people
vistting the Gurdwaras said it had been conveved o them
that henceforth all religiows functions would be organised
according to the Marakshahi Calendar and that they had come
a5 a matter of routine only.

The  Sikk sangat at Phagwara did not observe the

martyrchom day of Guru Argan Dev even though the Punjab
Government had declared it a holiday as per the national

calendar. According te the Nanakshahi Calendar, the
martyrdom day of Guru Aran Dev falls on June 16.

Mone of the 2-odd local Gurdware observed the shabeed;
dias nor were chfwheels organised. Even the Gurdwaras
managed by the non-Akalis did not observe the martyrdom
day and chose to go with the mainstream Sikh sangat by
deciding to celebrate this on June 16,

PSGPC to Implement
Nanakshahi Calendar

Accepting the authority of the Akal Takht and the SCPC,
the Pakistan Sikh CGurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(PSGPC) has resolved to implement the Nemakshahi calemdar
in Sikh shrines of Pakistan, This was stated by 5 Harpal Singh
Bhullar, president, International Bhai Mardana Yadgari Kirtan
Darbar, ina fax message peceived in Amritsar.

y E H
4
The MicHalida Majlis-e-Anud (SMAMAY leder
Manlomg Fezlur Reliraan; bavder of the finer-miember Pakisang
Prrfsamyentarion delepation of lariin! Lema-e-lelam,
rttbrovdrices fris defegaiion mesmbers o B Aol Takhr chisf,

fathedar Joginder Swgh Vedanti at thee Dirrbaor Salib complex
i Amiritsar on 15 fuly 3003,

New Akali Dal
Draws Up Constitution

Leaders of the new Akali Dal, formed on 19 July 2003
unider the presidentship of 5.Ravi Inder Singh have chalked
ot the programme and constitution of the party after being
adminisbered ‘amrit’ at Gurdwara Gurplah Sahib, near Nangal
on & August. According to the constitution, only a baptised
Sikh could become an office bearer of the party. Seventy five
main members of the nowly formed Dal were also served
‘anrrid” ak the Gurdwara,

Keeping in view the alleged “hegemony” of Prakash
Singh Badal over the SAD, the meeting decided that no

b
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president of the party coubd continue for mone than two vears
and would have to take a break before being re-elected
president, It was also decided that neither the party president
nor any of his family members could contest any other
election. The party president wiould be morally bound bo the
10 member religious Akal Council headed by Baba Sarabjot
Singh Bedi.

He stated that a I1 member working committee of the
new Akali Dl woukd be announced at Harmander S It
had decided to divide the Punjob into three zones : Patiala,
including Ropar, Ludhiana and Fatehgarh districts, Batfinds,
including Ferozepore, Sangrur, Mansa and Muktsar districts,
and the Amrilsar zone comprising the Majha area,

Second Language Status for
Punjabi and Urdu

The Central Government has granted second language
status to Urdu and Punjaba in Delhd State, this declaration
greatly benefiting both the languages.

[, 5.5.Noor, writer and professor of Punjabi at Delhi
University, has stated that Delhi has a high percentage of
Punjabis and in many schools Punjabi is taught as a second
language but there are not many people who find jobs
teaching the language in educational institutions, DirRawail
Singh, Secretary, Punjabi Academy, was of the opinion that it
i5 a “wise decision” on the part of the Government to grant
such status bo Punjabl and Lirduw,

Mr. M.M.Abidi, Secretary of the Urdu Academy; also felt
that the decision to grant this status was a “good decision”,
“Most students opt for professional courses. They wonder
what career they will chioose by leaming this language which
has a vast syllabus. If people ane not made to understand the
benefits of such learning, Urdu would die a5 a language®, he
added. He went an o say, “If Lirdw and Pungabi are pelated
bo @ job related curriculum, this problem of unemplovment
wotld be solved”

Sikh Forum wants NHRC to
Review 84 Riots Case

Taking a cue from the Cujarat riots case, The Side Forum
has asked the National Human Rights Commission to take
up thel®54 anti-5ikh riots case in which Congress leader
H.E.L Bhagat was charged. In a letter to the NHRC chairman
Justice A5 Anand, The Sikh Forum regretied that the Delhi
Government did not file any appeal in the case and the
victim's wife, Ms.Darshan Kaur, was forced to approach the
Dethi High Court against additional sessions Judge Manju
Ceoel's order passed on 2 December 2000, The Forum wanted
the NHRC to recommend that the state Government adopt

the appeal filed by Ms.Kaur, which is now pending in the
Delhi High Court,

M Kaur had told the court that the Congress leader had
instigaied the mots in which her hushand was killed in East
Delhi’s Trikokpuri area. According to The S&k Foriom, which
represents victims of the 1984 riots, 310 people were killed in
Trilokpuri alone in two days following the assassination of
the: then Prime Minister [ndira Gandhi.

Darshan Kaur withstood the rigorous cross-examination
by a battery of lawvers of Bhagat and had clearly stated in
the court that Bhagat had given orders “to kill Sikhs™. In spite
of the said statement, the judge acquitted Bhagat on technical
ground of defective investigation and minor contradictions”,
The Sikh Forieme stated in its better to the NHRC. "We firmly
believe thal to check the menace of mob violence, the role of
the NHREC is very material and important™,

The letter maintained that Ms.Darshan Kaur had a strong
case, “She had identified Bhagat in court and had been
consisbent in her statement. It is very unfortunate that the
state Government has decided not to file an appeal against
the judgement of acquittal in such a case”.

Iradiane Arey Chlef Gem N.C. Wi bhomarering Hhe tow Sik
sofdiers of the Corps of Engineers wivo soved the lines of
ik feasd 2000 PasseeeTs .'\:_I-.lnl.l.e"' Eroratier Ml dfreiz af |-,7||-Ii:|',-_l
_ﬁ'n' rear Ludhiang in |'|.-J;-.- 3.

NHRC Directive to
Punjab Government

The National Human Rights Commizssion (MHRC) on &
May gave the Punjab Government 10 weeks to file its
respanses in cases relating to people’s disappearances and
illegal cremations by the police. The case has been before the
NHRC since January 1997 following a 1996 direction of the
Supreme Court empowering it to deal with the issue.

The petitioners, the Commither for Information and Imtiative

on Purijaly, had sought a comprehensive inquiry info the fate
of thousands of persons who had “disappeared” in the State.
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SAD is Happy

When two kids fight, they wipe the slate clean and
become Iriends again. When two politicians decide to
bury the hatchet of past differences, they continue to
nurse their respective grudges. The exchange of laddoos
is meant to mask the bitterness, not banish it from their
new-found pofitically expedient respect for each other.
Both 5.Parkash Singh Badal and S.Gurcharan Singh
Toshra have been in politics long enough to understand
the importance of creating politically expedient
differences and the illusion of unity as and when
necessary. Unity is the flavour of the season and hence
the sharing of laddoos. The two leaders can be expected
to avoid the pitfall of taking each other’s offer of
friendship at face value. Akali unity is a concept that
defies description. If the exchange of laddoos means the
end of the faction war between 5. Tohra and 5.Badal, the
halwai deserves a reward for inventing the receipe for
lasting political unity - that too among the constantly
quarrelling factions of the Akalis, they end up mnlu.ng
three factions with the peace-maker I::«E|J'||:| torced to head
one of them! In any case, the two veteran politicians of
Funjab represent only their factions of the badly
splintered SAD that is said to have united for fighting the
Congress = the commeon “enemy ™ of the Panth and Pungab,

In fimes of political war these splinters cause pain
more than injury to the larger cause of political unity,
That "pain” is usually enough for the Congress to keep
coming back into power, foar "healing the wounds" as i
were. The Congress is the proverbial bad penny that
becomes acceptable currency after every spell of Akali
misrile. The unity of two Akali tactions is not going o
set the rivers, that remain in Punjab, on fire. [t is
incapable of striking even a spark of hope. It is barely
skin deep. All it means is that 5.Badal will now have
one more voice, and a powerful one at that - it used to
be heard across the state not too long ago — when the
police come knocking at his door with a warrant of arrest.
In real terms the Tohra-Badal unity is a mirage that will
mislead none. There are already rumblings of protests
from both sides about the “loyalists” not being taken
into confidence. The Akalis, even otherwise, have a
record of coming together in moments of adversity for
saving their personal turfs and not for the larger cause
of Panflic unity or the economic growth of Punjab, These
factions fall apart when the dominant one, usually
headed by 5.Badal, comes into power.

(Editorial in The Tribume)

At the second hearing in-as many years, the NHRC
chairperson, Justice A5 Anand, brushed aside the
Government’s claimn that it needed [ive more months bo
inspect and translate the records in CBI custody. He lold the
Lyovernment counsel, B.S Sur, that the State had the resoarrces
to work at a much faster pace.

After the NHEC took over the issue, the CBI investigated
the disa ¢ of a human rights activist, Jaswant Singh
Khalra, and found that he had been abducted by the infamous
Fumjab Police under directions of the thenm Senior
Superintendent of Police, Tartan Taran, Ajit Singh Sandhu.
Armed with this report, the petitioners approached the
Surprerme Court.

The CBI report, according bo the Supreme Court's order
of December 1996, showed a "flagrant violation of human
rights on a mass scale” In Punjab. The report said that 585
bodies had been positively identified, 274 partially identified
and 1,238 unidentified. Last year, the Government was asked
tix file its responses in relation to the identified bodies. It has,
so far, filed 217 affidavits. The CIIF has in the intervening
years identified 228 of the unidentified and partially
identified bodies.

M Justior Anand directed them to submit the names of
these persons immediately, and also told the Government to
file responses in relabion fo these names,

Where are the Precious Books?

In a petition filed before the Punjab and Haryana High
Court, directions were sought for the return of “afl
manuscripts, religious books and other articles” allegediy
removed during Operatioer Bluestar from the Sikh Reference

Sikh youth displaying their martial art skills dictag a
“Shastre Vidie' compelition, recently ovgarisad
by Eive Grerm Mok Sk Sociphy of Thams- T af
Grirdieoara Srn Laniru 51'?:3'.!: Sabha, Easf el .
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Library at the Darbar Sihib in Amritsar during June
1984, The petitioner - Satmam Singh of Tarn Taran -
had earlier claimed that the articles, about 16,000 in
number, were stolen by the CBI before being taken
awiy to Delhi, He had added that the arficles, as per
Defence Minister George Fernandes own words, were
in CBl's custody. Quoting newspaper reports, the
petitioner hiad asserbed that two CBI officers, part of a
team involved in the alleged removal of the articles,
had confirmed the action, Arguing on the petitioner's
behalf, Ranjan Lakhanpal had submitted that several
Punjab Jeadess, inclisding Simranjit Singh Mann, had
also dermanded the return of the articles. Taking up
the case, a Division Bench of the high court, headed
by the Chief Justice Justice B.K.Roy fived August 21
as the next date of hearing after counsel for the
shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee (SGPC)
sought time for being implicated as & petitionier.

Bhaur for New Ways to
Propagate Sikhism

Jathedar Sukhdev Singh Bhaur, a former acting
SEPC president and an Akali stalwart, has underlined
the nieed for new methods for propagation of Sikhism
bo usher in a renaissance in the Sikh religion and fo
bring back these who had got weaned away from the
faith. He was addressing the 86" “Jor Mela® at the
historic Palahi village on the concluding day, The three
day “Jor Mela" was held to observe the fifth battle
fought by the sixth Guru Hargobind, against the
Mughal rulers at Palahi village in 1634,

Jathedar Bhaur told the congregation that he was
not satisfied with the traditional ways of propagation
of Sikhism, as confined to the Gurdwara. The
emergence of godmen like Baba Ashutosh and Piara
Singh Bhaniara, the episode of Talhan, the distribution
of frishuls and lathis were stage-managed to erode
Sikhism, which championed the cause of humanity,
he said. He al=o held that TV satellite channels were
responsible for diluting spiritual values. He attributed
the present plight to the penchant for taking refigious
preachings casually.

The Punjab Social Welfare Minister, 5. Joginder
Singh Mann, while addressing the congregation,
eulogised Guru Hargobind as author of the concept
of saint-soldier. Sikhism stood for the well being of
one and all, added Manm. Both Jathedar Bhaur and
5:5. Mann were honouned with siropas. Noted "Dhadi’
singers included Swaran Singh Maheru, Jawala Singh
Patanga, Jaswant Singh Josh and Ram Singh Rafar.

Bhindranwale Declared Sikh Martyr

Nineteen years after he was martyred fighting the Indian Army
insicle the Gofden Temple on 6 June, 1984, militant Sikh leader Jamail
Singh Bhindranmwale was, on 6 June 2003, officially acknowledged
as a8 "Sikh martyr” by the apex Sikh clergy and the Shiromani
Gurdwara Frabandhak Committee.

The jathedar of the Akal Takht performed a special prayer service
in memory of Bhindranwale at the Darbar Sahib Complex and later
conferred a sirope upon his elder son, Slshar Singh. The jathedar
also similarly honoured Bhai Manjit Singh, the brother of
Bhindranwale’s lieutenant Bhai Amrik Singh, whoe was also killed
during Operation Bluestar, when over 20,000 men, armoured fighting
vehicles, helicopters and aircraft of the Indian armed forces assaulted
the holy site.
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Lates, addressing a comgregation of Sikh devotees, the jathedar
called upan all Sikhs to “zealously guard the tradiion of sacrificing
one’s life for the Sikh Panth as established by Sant Bhindranwale”.
The proclamation was along expected lines after the SGPC had
already listed the day as his martyrdom day in the new Nanakshahi
Calendar that was officially released last Baisakhi.

However, notwithstanding the new position adopted by the
SGPC and the Akal Takht, Bhindranwale's followers at the Dam
Dami Taksal (the seminary once headed by Bhindranwale) have
shown no signs of relenting from their earlier stand. They befieve,
and hive for the past 19 years consistently perpetuated the statement
that “Bhindranwale is alive and will make & neappearance when the
religion is again threatened by outside forces”,

Later, at a separale commemorative function at the Manji Sahib
Dewan Hall in the Complex organised by the hardline Stkh group
Dal Khalsa, speakers paid rich tributes to Bhindranwale and his
fallowers, demands were also raised for “a befitting memordal for
the great martyr”. Speakers also called on the SGPC leadership to
install a portrait of the militant Sikh leader at Darbar Sahib’s museum
of Gikh history.
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Jagjit Singh Chohan, Simranjit Singh Mann and Wassan
Singh Zafarwal, the three greatest proponents of Khalistan,
wire present at the Akal Takit for the function. While Dr.
Chohan insisted “that the recognition accorded to Sant
Bhindranwale has come 20 years too late”, Zafarwal, who is
believed to have directed much of the tesrorist violence in
Punjab, said, “This occasion must be observed as a day of
protest by all Sikhe", 5.5.Mann, now a MP from Sangrur, said
“Ht is imiperative that we understand the ideals for which Sant
Bhindranwale sacrificed his life, and we must carry forward
his mission”.

SGPC president Kirpal Singh Badungar, a member of the
usually moderte Shiromand Akali Dal (Badal faction), stated,
"The Akal Takht and 125 other Sikh shrines were destroyed
by the Indian Government. The wounds suffered by the Sikhs
are very deep and will not be forgotten easily™.

Sikhs Still Targetted in USA

The shooting of a Sikh in Arizona, in what is widely seen
as & hate crime, has once again highlighted the prevailing
prejudice against people wearing turbans in the United States.
"We condemn hate in all forms” stated Dr. Bapwant Singh,
national chairman of the Sikh Council on Education and
Religion (SCORE), saying he wanted to take the case to the
White House to highlight the issue of targeting and
intolerance of Sikh Americans, who number 500,000 in the
LIS, since 9/11.

“We were concerned about the increase in discrimination
in our neighbourhonds, on our jobs and against our families
since 9/11", Rajwant Singh was reacting to the recent attack
on Avtar Singh Cheira, 52, in north Phoenix, Arizona, in an
apparent hate crime.

Cheira, a fruck dever who has lived in the US. for the
past 18 years, was shot at twice by men in a red pickup near
Minth Street and Bell Road in north Phoeni, police said. The
Indian immigrant was wearing a hurban as he waited for his
family to pick him up from work at around %20 p.m. that
night. Minutes before the shooting Cheira said he heard a
voice say: “Go back to where you belong to”, Cheira was hit
twice in the begs with bullets from a small-calibre gun. His
youngest son found him and called an ambulance.

"There s no doabt this is a hate crime”, said Phoenix
police detective Tony Morales. “To think that this kind of
ignorance is still out there and can fuel such an ugly racist
action is just appalling”.

Thes}m-ul'm.ﬁ is the secand in the area targeting a member
of the Sikh community since the Septerber 11, 2001 attacks.
On Septermber 15, 2001, Balbir Singh Sodhi, 49, was fatally
shot at his Mesa gas station, also in Arizona.

US Sikhs Join Demand for Hate
Crime Legislation

The Sikh Council on Religion and Education (SCORE)
has joined over 500 refigious leaders across the United States,
in their demand for the passage of a national legislation on
hate crimes. “We are proud o join with others in this efforts
to create greater support for this very important legislation”,
saw] SCORE National Chairman DeRajwant Singh

“We will send a clear and committed message against
hate and persecution”. Since Septernber 11, 2001, American
Sikhs have endured “an increasing level of hate crime and
relighous intolerance”, he said, adding that a letter will be
sent to the Congress with the message that the inter-faith
community supports the national hate crime legislation, the
letter sent to Congressional leaders in both houses of
Congress.

Amarinder Invites
Pak Punjab CM

In an impassioned invitation extended to his counterpart
in Pakistan's Pungab, the Chief Minister of India’s Punjab,
Capt Amarinder Singh, has invited him and his Cabinet
collzagues to visit Chandigarh in the first week of November,
it possible. Capt Amarinder Singh has also expressed a desire
ko wisit Pakistan’s Punjab.

The invitation has been extended through the Mingstry
of External Affairs with Capt Amarinder Singh sending a
demi-official letter to Me Kanwal Sibal, Foreign Secretary,
with the request to get the letter formally delivered to Mr
Pervez Elahi, Chief Minister of Punjab in Makistan.

While inviting Mr Elahi and his colleagues bo Chandigarh,
Capt Amarinder Singh has expressed concern over the
“artificial barriers” that divide the two Punjabs. Capt
Amarinder Singh has requested Mr Elahi to “let me know
when it would be convenient for you to come to Chandigarh,
The best time would be after the first weak of Movember,
After your visit, perhaps, 1 could then, along with my
colleagues come to meet you and the people of the Punjab.”

Though Capt Amarinder Singh has not made any mention
there seems to be bigger purpose of inviting Mr Elahi to
Chandigarh. Pakistan is interested in importing wheat from
Indian Punjab. Recently, Mr Lal Singh, Punjab Food and
Supply Minister, had sought permission of the Union
Government to export two million tonnes of wheat to
Pakistan through Markfed. Another purpose seems fo pave
the way for opening the Wagah border for promoting trade
with Pakistan, Afghanistan and certain Arab countries.
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The icon of Sikh might Mahara|a Fan|it Singh, has ]
found @ rightful place in Parliament House, Mew
Dedhi with fhe Prime Minisber of India Atal Bihari
l Wagpayee unveiling the 22-foal high statue af the
Maharaja on 21 August. The sialee creafed by
aminnent sculptor Ram Sutar, was installed in the
Parliament House some time back.
All Parliamentarians, including 1he PM, fhe Lok |
Sabha Speaker and other dignflaries later
wiinessed a special multh-media light and sound l
presentation on the lite of Maharaja Ranjit Sngh,
fallowing the unweiling coremony af the statoe, ||
which was presenied by the Chandigarh-based fm
maker and theatre person Harbux Lakla, emstithed,
Sher-e-Punjab” ||
Earlier, Prime Minisier Atal Bibari Vagpayee had
uriveiled the portraits of Master Tara Singh and
ireedam lighter Babe Kharak Singh, the archilects i
of the Shiramean| Akl Dal {SAD) and the Shiraman| {
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committes {SGPC) i
régpectively, In Parfiament’s Cenlral Hall an !
21 Apgust. “These pariraits are the lirst of any Sikh |I
i
i
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Fredtier Priwae Minizter Atal Bilord Viefpayee
durting wrrveiling af the stabue of Sher-g- t
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Pari ficrmierd Honse, New DDedbd, o 21 .'1.r¢|_|{.!-u:!
2003 wlomgerithe (L bo K I
S Terlochen Singl, D Massodunr Séngh,
Sr. Prakash Singlt Hadal, Shei BM, Saied, L l
. Nirfra ”rpl‘nh'm. St Susheom Ezlm:nj.
Speaker Skri Manchar [osld, Depaty Prive
Murisier Shet LK, Adwviend, Sind. Sonti
Gandhi, Sr. Sukhden Siagh Dhiindsa and
Sr. 'L-"l'.lu:mrpjit .Eiug.[r ﬁnkm'_gl.



