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A continuity of blessing

The Nishaan has been blessed with a continuity of good fortune, even as Prof.Darshan Singh Maini {the inimitable
D5M) handed over mantle of the Journal’s Editorial Directorship to Dr Jaswant Singh Meki (J5M), whose
writings are so well known, and revered, by readers of the Nishoan.

Praof.Darshan Singh Maini, who turned 85 this year, has been writing for many world renowned magazines and
newspapers for well over half a century and his initials evoke the greatest of respect by those who read his
columns and poetry. His own anguish was collective reflection of the community’s after the traumas of 1384
and was immortalised in his book Cry, my beloved Punjob. His prolific writings have appeared reportedly in
various dailles, particularty The Tribune, published fram his home town of Chandigarh and since the first lssue of
2000, in the Mishaan as he bacame its Edivorial Director.

His spirit remains strong, but body gets weaker. And so DSM hands over banner of the Nishaan to Dr Jaswant
Singh Meki from this Issue of the Journal, which is now in its sixth year of publication. Dr faswant Singh Meki
was on the dias along with Dr Manmohan Singh when Premiere lssue of the Nishoan was released by the now
Prime Minister of India, in April 1999 at New Delhi.

Dr Jaswant Singh Meki, the Editorial Director, has achieved multi-faceted achievements in his professional life,
being a peychiatrist of international repute, one of the outstanding Punjabi poets and man of letters and
considered an authentic theologian of the Sikh Faith. He has been a member of the Dharam Prachar Committee
of the SGPC and his work Ardaas has been described as an all time classic.

Dir Jaswant Singh Meki has long been invalved with The Sikh Forum and is Hon. General Secretary of the Bhai ¥ir
Singh Sahitya Sadan.

Dr.Manmohan Singh : the role model leader

t is oft said that “In politics, the good and

great are seldom the same person.” However,

the verm 'seldom’ in this dictum beaves room
fior such men as Dr Manmohan Singh, our reigning Prime
Minister. He is great not only by virtue of baing the PM,
but also by virtue of having cultivated honesty-efficency-
humility as the hallmark of his personality. By dint of
these virtues, he has managed almost always to remain
non-controversial. This man whe has no populist policical
base has come to head the largest democracy in the
world and is regarded by the leading international
magazine, TIME, as amang “the worlds most influential

seciple

A man of superior intellect, Dr Manmohan Singh is easily
the most highly educated of all the Prime Ministers we
have had, He attained nothing but the very top position
in whatever academic ventures he undertook. Many

Instituticns such as Oxford University, the Universicy of
Alberta in Canada, University of Bologna in |taky, besides
numerous others at home, have conferred honorary
doctorates on him. He has been given many coveted
awards including the Annasabeb Chirmiude Award, Eursrmoney
Award, and Podma Vibheshan Award.

Hailing from a respectable middle-ckass Sikh family from
Gah in the Chakwal Districe, mosw in Pakistan, this down-
ta-earth and mild-mannered persen rose to become
thie top-ranking bureavcrat in the Mindscry of Foreign
Trade, Ministry of Finance, Planning Commission, The
Reserve Bank of India and the University Grancs
Commission,

In 1991, when India was on the brink of bankrupecy, his
appointment as Finance Minister enabled India not just
to survive but brillianthy soar upwards, giving the counury



ere is a popular proverb in Punjabi, “As big the head,
big the headache” Dr Manmohan Singh's problems
really big now, H-hn:lnmlmmgnﬁmmmﬂut

hhﬁnpnﬂ:ml_gﬁlrﬁmin which lve frogs are

sought to be weighed. There are many parties in this
coalitian, almost all of them restless in ambition. Each of
them has its specific, if clandestine, political agenda and
its own brand of the “"Common Minimum Programme.
Te crown these tribulations, others keep creating
situations which the oppositon, walting in ambush, grasps
and gives the Parfiament workless days and the Prime
Minister, possibly, sleepless nights. The leftists, tactically,
did not join the coalition, but have kept twisting his arm
fram the cutside, In spite of all dhat, Dr Manmahan Singh
has acquitred himself rather well which the world has
acclaimed.

Dr Manmohan Singh has made remarkable progress w
repair India’s vexed relatenships with neighbouring
countries—especially Pakistan and China-making
considerable headway through dialogue with the top
leaders of those countries. A large number of ather
international leaders, notably from the USA, Russia and
Japan. have inceracted with him and appear to have
carried an indelible impression of his statesmanship. The
leadership role that was accorded him at the Asia-African
Conference held in Indonesia gave a new impetus to
India's “Lock East" policy

Dr Manmohan Singh's own modest assessment of the
work of his government during the past year is that it
has been able to fulfil some aspecrs of the Comman
Minirmum Pregramme, The Miniscer of State in the Prime
Minister’s Office assures us that the PM has focused more
on governance than on politics. lsn't that haw it alwiays
ought to be! From the achievements of his povernment,
it i visible that even this one year has made considerable

Dr Hmmm ‘Eingh‘-t economic in:hhﬁ can take India
to great heights, that is if the UPA manage their politics
weell.

Even while he is extraordinarily busy as the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh still continues to head a
number of public cultural arganisations, amongst which
is the Bhai Vir Singh Sahitys Sodon which he has been
heading for the last six years as its President. | have had
the opportunity of working with him throughout that
period in the capacity of Honorary General Secretary.
When we first took over that instiuthon, it owed nearly
Rs 50 lakhs as outsmanding taxes. When Dr Manmohan
Singh came o know of this, with obvious discomfort he
said “not paying taxes is sinful and | do not want to five
in sin" and expressed his desire to resign forthwith. On
persuation, he consented o hold on with the intention
to save that institution, which we eventually did with
effort and faith. Meedless to add, Dr Manmohan Singh
has always succeeded in his endeavours without faking

any compromise with his principles.

Warking with him | have learnt to admire his mellow
humanism and genuine humility, He has shown remarkable
colerance, sometimes éven standing for sheer nonsense.
He also has the rare abiliey of twrning even an incended
bitter remark into an inoffensive expression.

it is said. “Honesty is praised and then left wo freeze™ In
e case of Dir Manmohan Singh however, it seldom freezes
and quickly thaws if ever it does. f God looks at clean
hands and not only full ones, then one can be sure that
this man's hands are constantly under His gracious glance,
Dr Manmohan Singh, indeed,
o honesty. [

is a living ode
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it D Manmohan Sngh's candidatune as One year laber, Dy Manmoban Singh, the Prime Mimoster of the
Prime Minister of the BEepublic of India world's largest democracy with over a ballion buman beings to be
wites anmonanced] om 20 May 2008, there were concemed with, has been acclaimed as [ndia’s most trushed, homest
iy poditicians who ad o play oot a wide range of and effective Chief Executive in history. In fact he was long
dramatic emotions il these actors were firmly fold considerad a role mode inevery pubbic office that he had held. As
that she was happy and relaxed as “the country is in Fimance Minister in 1991, his role in the libesalisation of India’s

Fh s hasads of [h h.-1.'||'||'|'p.1."'|.'||'|,_':-2|'|1;h". oo andd social s F"rI_II_H_'“I_\! e con iy fo |-_'||.,:{|.||=_.1'.t|'.:|:.

Influencing the World : Dr Manmohan Singh

C;ln an astutube cconomist, a famous professor and a superb civil servant also be an outstanding Prime Minister? Can
someond without a populist political base be secure as the head of a democratic government? Can a country in whach
muore than B0 of the people are Hindus be comfortable with a blue-turbaned Sikh Prime Minister in addition o Muslim
President and a Christian leader of the ruling party? If the answer to all those questions is yes {as seems plausible
enough), thiat says samething not only about the nature of India but also about Manmohan Singh’s deep humanity and
breadth of visson, which inspine widespread confidence.

Mg Finance Mindster in the early-to-mid "5, DrManmohan Singh, was the pioneering leader of India’s economic reforms,
which restrained the all-poseriul Indian bureavcral and sougit —and found —a sigrificant place for India in the global economy,
And vet, given the asvmmetric sharing of the fruils of expansion, the subsequent government's proed but insensitive slogan,
“India shining”, was a peculiarity divisive theme. Who better, then, than the architect af the pro-market reforms o take the
country’s reins and emphasise the need for a less unequal distribution and the urgency of supplementing a flourishing market
economy by strengthening social services and the societal infrastructure.

The man in the blue turban, despite his great success, has remiained approachable and ready to listen and instinctively
sympathetic to the under-dogs of society.

Anrarbyn ben

[t TIME mwpszine’s reviesy of Hae toorkd's most o J.'n'lrhlrll'gw,".h



The country’s economic refomms willkd have perhaps bouched
asfronomical heights but for the brakes applied by the Left
Pasties which form part of the Government he heads.

O Manmohan "".-'_|'.:_'|:'."~| LSP remains bas docenby, which he
wears on hes sleeve and noowhere mere 15 s deamatically
sien as 1n e paradigm change of relationships between India
and Pakistan. It is inonic that Dr Manmohan Singh's ancestral
place = m Makestan widle that of General Perver Musharmf=
i O Dk, Thiesr

mantfested themselves in pravimg te weay bos arcls a “soH

WL |I|_"--|'\-|'|.'|| ||,'|.'|Ii||.'.-'*'l|'-- havi

|1_'|'|_||_1' T "|'_|:-i| 1= I|:||_i-_' |esnt shrabeec ) i wl absove gl whesds
Bty b, Tnberally, fosvards some sodufion on the Kashmir
issue. With China, Russia, Japan and the United States Dr
Manmaohan hingh's personality has made a major impact
India's Prime Minister being virtually nominated as the
“Voice of Asia” Az be and Japan’s Prime Minister Junichiro
Faomzumi b poantly skaded, “future of the world is linked 1o
Agia, and developreents will create an arg of advantage and
prosperity, conducive to growth, stability and much greater

Inilegrat .

With Chinesa Prime Minister Wen Jiabao, Dr Manmehan
Singh has repeatedly stressed that India and China "are
partners, not rivals™ and after signing an agreement for
.'hfr,I:L:_"._' e and ProsEpPeTily " that [ndia amed Chana conkd
fopether “re-shape the world order”. Later, Dr Manmohan
Singh's trip to Moscow for marking the 60the anniversary of
the Soviet Victory over Mazi Germany in May 1945, umed
out to be a full scale summit with Russian President

President ¥ladimir Putin.

Dr, Manmaohan Singh wich

Viadimir Putin. The latter said that there were many foreign
guests in Moscow for the occasion but ™ there was only one
Manmeohan Singh™!

Dy Manmaohan Singh used the Mosoow visit io carry out
some high placed diplomacy, having a combination of
moebmgs with President Gix M Bazsh, Chancellor Gerhiaed
Cehroeder and UN Secretary General Kofi Anman, all |"~|:i:'|'||_.'1
bowards Dir Manmoehan Singh's schedule visit o Washinglon
i July 2005 which would lead o “great things

With the Gura's grace, the devout Sikh and epitome of th
universtl human being, will lead his country to great things.

HANN

M5



M lSH A AN

=
i

x ._|'l.-1'.l:||: & Jurmdhwn Kolrams

iy i
m

_avad s Wdpn Jehan




E ASIAN AGE

_ . 2 mm_ﬁ u--_.“ H

Hewding on 20 May 2004,

From Gah to Gali Beriwali to Oxbridge to New Delhi

lways the topper at school, young Manmaohan

Singh's brilliance often led his father Gurmukh

Singh Kohli to gush nﬂs-.:lit:-nawlv "Mohan, you'll
e bhae PRI of Hhais nadson one d .'|'-. " Hali a |'|."r'|lul'|.' Iatur the
fanid Fmru'n: 5 F'-m-rlh-eu v has come true and h"l inmithan
Singh now charts thi: course of a nation.

The country’s first Sikh Prime Minister spent his
childhood in the nefghbourhood of Gali Beriwali in Amritsar.
Miowving east from Pakistan, the Kohli family then dealt in dry
frutts. Those were tough times when Manmohan had to
pursue his ke of books under the glare of streetlights. There
were 12 members of the family and early encugh in life,
young Manmaohan learmt the importance of juggling figures to
miake ends meet

Az a child, mature bevend his years and more given to
gravity than childhood gaicty, Manmohan showed a marked
disinchnation towards the family dry-fruit business. His
prodivity fowards the written wond found full suppart from
his father who felt it was the best investment possible. Never
o fond of movies or music, be was extremely particular
abaut overspending. As a student, "unassuming brilliance” ks
a classmate’s description of the good Doctor Manmohan whe
was financiadly hard up during his student days and even lost
i year of college on account of inability to pay his fees.

Manmohan then taught and as one of his students
rectllects, “The influence of the man stretched 1o making
many opt for a carcer in academics in favour of the civil
services. Known to be the most accessible of masters, he
developed & devoted student following. What he said was
read seriously not just by the students”, Prof. H.5Shergill
remembers how a protracted strike by FU nen-teaching
employess ended as soon as he assured them of looking into
thee mratter, Chatside e class Banmahan would offer lifts to
shudents as he went about on his oyl

Whether PM or not, the family expects him o carry on
giving as much importance to family functions as he always

haz, His message bo s Brgtlers has .'||'|'.'|'|_l.':~i bsany b lead a
sirple life. Married b Gursharan Faur, be's remoured ks have
carted the bride home on a bicycle! The mild-mannered
husband refused to ask his wife to do amy chores, he'd rather
hedp himself much to the chargin of the traditional family, The
family claims that the possibility of getting any favours from
Pi Singh 15 an impossibility for the bureadcrat who even
refused foe et has wife or three davshiers misuse his official car.

D Manmohan Singh is very religious and recites the
g everyday, Being diabetic, he's quite conscious of his
gating habits, with breakfast fixed a8 8,530 a.m., hunch at 130
pm aned dinner by B30 pom.

His simplicity is legendary. He acquired has Ph.D from
Crcford at the age of 32 but continued to commute by cvde
Hiz hospitality towards his students allowed them to ease
ot at has Delhd horse swwhile e counsels them on thedr careers
Said to never bose his bemper, he does get ourt if disturbed al
his reading, Humble, disciplined and gentle ane some of the
other adjectives showerad upon his by friends and associates,

D Manmohan ._"':-1n;.;h':.' SUWETY VEADS 1IN Li!rr.'lr:r |.1||1'|'|."r=\.i|3.'
digs at Cambridge and Owford back in the empire-exhausted
Britain of the mid-1950s and early 60s are held to be thi: key
b his metamerphosis as an econormist,

Dr. Moremahen Singh at s home in Mew Delby
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It was there that Manmohan Singh began to change from
orthodox Nehruvian economist to the great liberatiser. Dr lan
M_D. Little, 85 and now retired, recalled this with pride and
fondness. Indeed, Manmohan's excellent, well-researched
thesis changed a lot of minds. Published 40 years ago by
Clarendon Press with the forbidding title “India’s Export
Trends and Prospects for Self-Sustained Growth®, Little
believes Singh's thesis was the first to demonstrate an
eszential truth; that the poor performance of India's exports
was due to indigenous factors and not lack of world demand.

The thesis was a product of this student’s extraordinary
intellectual honesty, The very guiet, very hard working
turbaned PhTD student did not mix much with other students.
Instid of nights out on the town, Manmohan Singh spent his
two year Onford sojoum rigorously researching a closed-door
subject and establishing the truth abowt India’s dismal exports.

Meanwhile, over at Cambridge’s 500-year-old 5t Johns
College. where Manmohan Singh did a BA and an MA and
went on to become a serial winner of prizes for academic
excellence, O1d Johnians recall that Singh’s old college has
already awarded him its highest mark of honour. Nearly
quarter of century ago, St Johns elected Singh an honorary
fellow, to join some 35 other prominent alumi around the
wingld.

The ancient Cambridge college, which is notoriously far
mofe reticent than Oxford's so-called more plugged-in
upstarts, is the almae mter of Lord Palmerston and William
Cecil. But that was nearly 200 vears agn, Now, Dr Manmohan
Singh is adding bo Oxbridge’s international credentials as the
universities of chowe for thiose embarking on the university of
life overseas,

Rashmee Z.Almed

Dr. Manmohan Singh: “One of us Sikhs”

unny's very chuffed about Manmohan Singh's

PMship, as am |. Although neither of us has ever

met him, Manmohan seems an ideal choice. In an
age of hype and l-candy self-advertisement, he is
refreshingly low-key and modest (I'm told he self-drives
a Maruti BOD). And the secretary of the housing society
where | live told me that the current PM had put his name
down for the draw of lots for one of the plots going in
the complex but hadn't struck it lucky. True to type,
Manmohanji had accepted the result without fuss or
bother. But I could legitimately say 1 had a PM as
neighbour - almost. But all this apart, Bunny and 1 are
pleased because Manmohan's one of us, at least
fractionally. While Manmohanji is 100 per cent Sikh,
Bunny, whose maternal grandmother was of that
persuasion, is a quarter Sikh, Which makes me, by virtue
of marriage, a one-gighth Sikh.

To me, the Sikh community has always personified an
attractive amalgam of a robust zest for life and an elegant
simplicity represented by the minimalist magnificence of
gurdwaras. All other congregational faiths require volive
offerings from devotees. But in gurdwaras it is the visitor- of
whatever faith=wheo is the receiver, of both blessings and
hospitality. It is this largesse, this all-embracing generosity- as
broad and abundant as the rich fiekds of Punjab-that is perhaps
the most admirable characteristic of the followers of Nanak.

Sikhs are really the most large-hearted of all
communities and their hospitality is a by-word. No one
whao's visited Punjab will question the traveflers’ take that in
the Land of the Six Rivers (the sixth being beer), washing
machines are used to chum out frothing oceans of lirssi, The
first thing the visitor is offered in Punjab s an overflowing
tumnbler of ssi or dudh. 1 vividly recall a cheerful granthi in
Tarn Taran watching me trving to down what seemed like an

unending cornucopia of creamy, sweetned milk during my
first visit to Punjab some years agoe. What's the matter,
dont you like dudh? asked the young pastor, eyes twinkling,
as | glugged my way through what appeared to be hall the
annual oustput of the White Revolition. In response, [ emitted a
decidedly bovine belch.

But later that evening [ was glad of having lined my
stmach with all that milk. Staving at the government guest
house in Amritsar, | poured myself a restorative tot of the
medicinal IMFL which is the first thing [ pack after the
toothpaste. Just then a police officer who looked like a
younger, larger version of KPS Gill strode in. Eyes fixed on
the glass in my hand he roared to an orderly Defel dofid (Pour
it away!}. The glass was taken from my hand, the contents
doliford down the sink. | stammered apologies for
transgressing what | assumed was a no-alcohol regulation.
But the KPS clone was wroth not because | was having a
drink, but because | was having one from my own bottle.
How can you insult our hospitality like that? He demanded
aternly, as the orderly brought in a laden tray. Careful not to
insult anyone's hospitality, | made it a point that evening to
dofely several glassfuls, straight down my gulled.

Mext day at the Golden Temple | encountered an even
more large-spirited demonstration of hospitality. At the
footwear check-in counter, the young man who accepted my
dussty NoSs was dressed like a successful investment banker:
He was obvicusly doing voluntary community service, one of
the miost notably egalitarian features of the Khalsa.

But more than all else, one thing has convinced me of the
inclusivism of the Sikh faith: can you think of any other
congregation which would accept in its midst even one-gighth
of me? For that, if nothing else, many thanks, Manmohan fraji

Jug Sty
Iin My 2004
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O Omnipresent Benovelen!, Timeless One, Eternal protector of the Panih,

grant the boon of Darshen {visilafions) one’s privilege of serving of S Nankana Sahib amd
other holy places, from whom the Fanth has been upa-mfsd to your beloved Khalsajl.
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Crogsing e Pokritan of Wapah are Porombie Singh, Koplin Ko, Hormeet Kaur, Sawjorn Four ond others,

enlity 15 nat what we hear or read about, it 12
what we experience and see for purselves. This
wiag the case when we crossed the Wagah

- | burder on the Amritsar-Lahore GT road and

ertered Pakistan on 30 December 2004, We were part of 3

mtht organised by the International Institute of Gurmat

Studies ([1G5), 531 men and women with some children,

“Holy Lands®. Chur pilgrimage was to the

places and Gurdwaras which mark the birthplace of Guru

Mamak Devii and subsequently other holy sites associated

the life of Guru MNanak and martyedom of

i -'x|1,;.:-.| Devm -

visik N ORI

with

That vasit bl haadd been planned in fuly 2004, immediately
alter the &lnd Sikh Youth Camp at Dehra Dun, organised by
{the TGS witich mave an opportun ity to hoth the veterans and
e premibers b celebrabe the New Year at Sikhism's holiest
places. We were elated at this wonderful chance and
unhesitatingly “signed in" to be part of the trip. The 11GS
rache all the hadotwst from getting us visas, to train tickets,
transportation by coach, hotel bookings and of course the
Gurdwara darshan arrangements. All this at very nominal

charges, not at all commensurate with the Tuxuries and
facilities provided, which were an par for any VIF.

The [IGS {Intemational Institute of Gurma) Sdudies) is 3
well known non-profit institute that has been conducting
carmps all over the world for Sikh youth and voung couples,
serving the Khalsa panth for the past 50 vears, It was founded
in Lucknow in 1955 and till now IG5 has organised 72 Sikh
vouth and family camps all over the world. Thousands of
Sikh men and women from the USA, Canada, Britain, Mepal,
Australia, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Japan, Kenya and
India have parbcipated m these camps. The curriculum of the
GS is well planned, after considerable research and
experience, Behind this all is the tireless and ever enthusiastic
Sardar Harbhajan Singh, universally known as Papayi. There
are no words of praise fo describe his seor for the paith

As [ stood on the platiorm at Mew Dethi's railway station
before boarding the train to Amritsar [ thought about how
often I had been asked by family and friends as to whether
visiting Pakistan was a wise idea under the political
circumstances. I looked around at others of the group and

= w — MNISHAAN



sicorning the G5 Growp in Pokistan o Sardaor Bishen Singh,

woomidered b of them had had similar thoughts. The next
day, & we sat inour room at the Darbar Sahab in Amivitsar, we
shared our thowghts on the imminent visit across the border,
just some 4 kilometres away. And then, spontaneosly we all
expressed our unbounded happiness at the prospect of going
foor darshan bo owr Guru's birthplace and quite contrary to any
feeling of insecurity, was the inspiration that we were
bringing the Mew Year nat our hoty place.

After a night at Darbar Sahib, we went by coach along Hh
Crand Trunk road to Attari and the Wagah crossing into
Maki=tan. As we walked across the frontier fine, bags in hand,
[ imagmed how people must have felt during the Partition as
they left their ancestral homes fo an uncertain future. We were
now poing back to our lands and within minutes were
widcomed by the Makistani Border Rangers and garlanded by
Vice President of the Pakastan Sikh Gurdwara Prabandhak
Cormmittes, Sardar Beshan Singh. We were to be welopmmied
s by all Pakistanis, Muslim or Sikh, wherever we went,
thn !I,I!_:Ihll_ll o trap

From Lahare, we first vistbed Mankana Sahib, birthplace
i I ': .|| ITLI H-\. A L I ] o' il Hi| ||.| IItI 1T L'||'| rl.i eIl ils Wy I'III_ |'| :'I.\_'|_L|."'|':

the times of the founder of Sikhizm, all these now located
in the country called Pakistan, We went to Gurdwara Ba
Lila, where the voung Manak had plaved as well as sat in
melitation. Midway betveeen Gurdwam [anamasthan and
Crrdwara Bal Lila was vigited Gurdwara Path Sahib, the
'.'ill.i;-:-.' sehonl attended by Gurya Manak and Gurdwara
Tamboo Sahib where Guruji staved after performing the
Siociunr Siada, w |'w'|- toclav i a |||.:!_;-"i||{|_-||‘. A AssLye
Curdwara. Alsoin the area 15 Gurdwara Kiara Sahib, whene
the CrOps had turned Tush AEan akber cattle had ‘,r,|||'.|,:-||_'._|

and ruined the fully grown field of Bai Bullar as alse




T
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Curdwara Mallji Sahib whene Gurn Manak was shaded by a

snake while taking his rest.

Today, in this Holy Land located in Pakistan, is a school
run b thi PSCGAMIC for voung Sikh boys and girls shudying the
newmal school curreulurm as also engaged in Gurmat studies.
The Mew Year was ushered in with an all night kirtan
performed by many warkd renowned jatfis, lid by Professor
Darshan Singh and Bhai Paramiit Singh Khalsa followed by
the G5 Kirtan jebha, And sowe enbered 2005 while praving
and singing shmbwds in presence of Gura Granth Sahib at the
|'-||'_I1P:;1|_|,--;'||":_.|_|:|,| Maniak Devi, We were trally blessed and
thanked God for gramtrg, v this umigque opporhumity
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Birthploce of Gurw Nanak Devji.

During the next days we drove north-westwards o
beyvond Rawalpindi, also on the Grand Trunk road, for
darshan at Gurdwara Panja Sahib and were awestruck at Guru
Manak Devii’s hand imprint on the bolder which Wali
Oancdhari had, in jealous rage, mlled down from the hill abosve

Hasan Abdal.

At Eminabad, we visited Gurdwara Bohr Sahib and
Laurdwara Chalkba hahab, Emebabad 15 lamous bor s grncisg
mmilks, which had worked on therr cwn when Gune Manak D
was ordered to grind corm. Ibwas here also that we sow Malik
Bhagn's house, the very place whene Gur Nanak Desii abe with
Bhai Laloji. Countliess times had ome heard this Sabl and o be

— MIISH A R
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CHARDIKALA,
NG5 Group o e Sacha Seuda Gurdwaara, with Sordor Horbdsakan
Singh, Papoyi, o the centre
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Rahr Sohi one of the elegant emdronces to the Gundwana

Gurdwara Rohri Sahib at Eminabad

Eminabad is an old towm 15 kilometres south of
Gujaranwala, and is linked to the Grand Trunk Boad by a
srmaller four kilometre sinebch of metalled moad

Curdwara Hohri Sakib: half-a-kilomelre northwest ol
the town, marks the place where Guru Nanak Dev,
prabably after thi pillige of Eminabad by Babar im 1521,
had to sty om i bed of broken stones {ror in Punjabil. Its
cendral hl!i‘n:lll':_i: 15 it II|r|'|.-.~\.L:'-r|'} s struchare of cul
brick wirk and 18 pyramidal in design with a rectangular
hall adjoiming i on one slde and a sarovar on the other
There 2 amother separate domed room with a2
circumambulatory verandah. Eminabad before the
Partition was  famous for bits weak-long Baisakhy fair
vhich inchadied lasigely attended congrepational gatherings
of the Sikhs b Gurdwara Rohri Sahib as well as the usual
apriciifbure and cattle fakr,

The imposing Gurdwara hasa large pond and other
buibdings which make the surrounding ares very graceful
& large eslato, |_'|_'||'||p|'i~_-"-n:; 9 square mibes of .|;.*_ri-r||||||:.1'.-
lamd was endowed to the Gurdwara from the era ol
haharag Rangit Singh

Sarover ot Rohri S,




Sordam Mormeet Kaur foking the Voak, weth Sanpam Kmer ot the bagh.

:

UGS Jotho performng beerton dimng the nighe Darhar
o0 3 December 2004 o Mankane Sohib,

ot the actual place was almost unreal. However, it was
Curdwara Kartarpur Sahib which left the most lasting
imipression on usas this is the first {and only) place in the
workd where Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims pray together at one
place. We saw enshrined separately, but equally beautifully, the
place where Hindus and Muslims had paid their last respects
by G Manak D, Adier his passing, Hmdues amd Muslims
dispuded swhethier the Curo belonged o Hindus or to Muslims
When thecloth cossering his body wias removed there by ondy
Mewvers welnch wiere laker distrbubed by the |'|~'-|1'-_' o ot
faiths for last rifes af the griat sand This Gurdwara 1s st

3 ke froen Bakaka 1 Icdian Porsads

Back m Lahore, we visited Gurdwara Dera Sahab which
mwrks mrartvedom of Guru Angad Desiil and the samadhs of
Maharaja Fangit Singh, the groat Sikh soversen. As well a2

WISH A AN
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Kavi Raj Singh, Sababyit Singh, Bishen Singh, Harbfjon
Gurdarshan Singh, afer the mesting ot Wakf Beard office.

Securlty for the IGS Group provided throughout

vigiting Gurdwaras, during the last two davs of the trip we
abso vesited Pakistani boaeaars where, abways, we were warmly
wielcomed as jivdfmnim, The attenbion of the market vendiors
ceritred arcumd us and their talk was only of smoere wishies for
pood relations to exist between India and Pakistan. Towched
by these sentiments, as we made our way back to Wagah and
Eastern Punjaby; [ thousght about the-arbibical division bebaen
onrr people, all of whom want pesoe and brotherdy relations.

| combimued to reflect on Bhis as we reached the Indian
customs office. | was asked by the officials as to what | had
brought from Pakistan, My reply was that Mmn Eeff foy
deymtan aenny gaeant alf dfwertve o Efestoo, dey soedme Doet el
illafy poor ppa Eudrai ey salt baodey 01 have browght the
fragrance of my G and message of kove and peace apart
from thee knve of Pakistan peoplke. ™)

O the traim jourmey home fo Mew Deli, the following
sl LL'IJI: {-:lmillg o i il AR A Agn: Avive Allaly
LAITH ll'_|'.'l.'.l:l fpdrnl L'::'_l.' Sal Bindry, Ek Napr Te Sap |||II-_:
Lipjwe Ko Blade Ko Mande', How long will it take for

fophn Kour, the professional phetoprapher
wha took ol these phatos.

pecple to wake up to this Truth. We are all of the same
Creadnr!

[ am firmly convinced that no matter what happens
between India and ["akistan, the peace process taking its time
at official levels but it will be the Sikhs of both countries who
will play a major rode in getting these twio brothers together,
separated by aliers from another race in 1947,

As the train pulled into Mew Delhi's Railway Station, | felt
secure with the faith that the future is secure, in Somebody
Else's Hands, B5

Paranmhir Sireh



Purjabi poet bewails the loss of beauty during the
partition of British India, which was really
partition of the Punjab, In exchange for valtures,
* which could be a metaphor for death, uniformity and
ugliness, Furgab had to part with much of its culture and so
many people, including so many graceful fair maidens. A
Pumjabi Muslim woman, also from fhhang, shared this couplet
with me, & she lamented the loss of diversity in partitioned
Purgab.

Even from my limited personal experience, 1 can claim o
appredate diversity. | was boen in Connecticut, grew up in
Cambridge, Delhi, Rochester where [ went to Catholic schood,
and then shudied at universities in the south side of Chicago
and near Harlem in Mew York. 1 betray all sorts of influences,
incliding Puritan, Catholic, Sikh, American, Punjabi and
probably many othess that | don't even know about or want
ko acknowledge. All these diverse influences have shaped me
and enriched oy life and 1'd like ko think made me less likely
b bk amd more likedy to appreciate Guru Nanak's sentiment:
“He created the world, in its various colowrs, and watches

aver it with pleasine”.

Hate and terror in this world cannot be combated with
armies alone. For lerror, including state terror, incubates
terror. Each one of us must contribute 1o breaking down
barriers of ignorance. Following September 11, [ found myself
in Pakistan trying to do just that as | sought to understand
and connect with a people, who 1 am supposed to dislike and
fear.

I have always wanted to visit Pakistan because it is a
treasure house of historical sites that range from prehistoric
Mohenjo-Daro to the Sikh Kingdom of the nineteenth
century. Archenlogical sites, artefacts, monuments and even
okd trees offer me a deeper and more intudtive, almost poetic,

BRINGING THE SWANS BACK:
MY TRIP TO PAKISTAN

2 famg 38 Sdtw Fabe wart
e 5 e mred

Vieh finnal! Tenooin) kahyeeyain) vanddeeyain! paeeyain)
Koonjain! dey key girjaainal laeeyvaln)i *

Divisions of what sort, O Jinnah! Did you make?
In exchange for vultures, swans you did forsake.

*Poet from Jhhang, a city in Punjab known &or its fair maidens,

gense of history as they tell me things that [ can’t find in
history books. At monuments that memaorialise the Sikh
Gurus or Sufi saints, especially if they preserve their
historicity, | often feel a mystical connection to my past.
When the British divided India in 1947, most of Punjab
became a part of Pakistan, beaving only a small part under
India’s control. My interest in history therefore, was bound
to take me, in a homecoming of sorts, to Pakistan.

The mindless renowvation of Sikh monuments in India by
self-proclaimed “saints” and Sikh organisations, with
expensive and vacuous white marble monoliths, precipitated
my visit to Pakistan. | have heard that in Pakistan too, some
“pious” or “sanctimonious” Sikhs are planning to tear down
and replace the old Sikh monuments. Eager to visit Pakistan
before any such reconstruction, | planned to visit Pakistan in
Movemnber 20071 Then 11 Septerniber happened.

My plans to visit Pakistan evoked emations from frends
and family that ranged from genuine conoern to indignant
criticism. My mother, anxiows about the war in Afghanistan,
askied me, “Ts this the best time to visit Pakistan?” A Sikh in
Chicago suggested that [ had a death wish and coldly
remarked with sarcasm, “Why don't you go to Kabul?™ A
chose friend and partner at work couched his disapproval in
jest, “1 guess we are going to have a look for a new CEQ”, An
uncle from India turned to me wide-eved with shock,
“Pakistan! Paksstan!, Are you nuts? Why would you ever go
to Pakistan?”

This less than benevolent attitude towards Pakistan
amang my friends in America did of completely surprise me.
Based on the mainstream media’s treatment of 1slamic
countries, most Americans would develop an unfavourable
impression of places such as Pakistan. For instance, the only
tirne you hear about the Middle East or Iran or Pakistan is

@-— NISHAAM



when something tragic happens. It is not surprising
therefore, that most of us should form associabions between
suicide bombings or hijackings and Islamic countries, Our
perception has become that nothing else happens in these
countries because little else is reported. It doesn®t help that
the media constantly uses loaded terms such as “lslamic”
militant or “Muslim” terrorist. By contrast, Timothy
McVeigh and his ilk are never deemed “Christian” kerrorists.
They are ust "criminals” or “fringe elements” or “lunatics”.

Those among my
friemds who are Indians
reveal an even more \
roots of this tension lie
in British India’s
partition into Pakistan
and India; India's
politiciang,
educationists and an
unabashedly jingoistic
media have nurtured
this lemsion into
outright hatred. For
instance, almost all
political unrest in India

AFGHAMISTAN
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i Blamed on Pakistan.

e @I--h&ﬂ
The impression that the x

Indian media and
pl:r]ili,f"iﬂ]"lﬁ- convey is
that rebel groups such
as the Muslims in
Kashmir or the Sikhs in
Punjab have no genine
grievances, According
1o them, the only reason
popular movements for
seli-determination exist
in India is that the
Pakistani intelligence
agencies orchestrate them. Ever since a right-wing Hindu
party came 1o rule Inda, the propaganda has taken on a
decidedly anti-Islamic flavour. Even India’s citizen have not
been spared this propaganda deluge. Un previous visits to
Idia, T have heard bizarre comments from Sikh children, in
upper-midedle-class families in New Delhi and in villages in
backward parts of Punjab, telling me how “Muslims are bad
people” and “Pakistan is a bad country”.

ANARAN  5EAN

Even though Lam dismayed by such irrational emotions
and offensive attitudes towards an entire country or religion,

after 11 Saptember, [ too became somewhat apprehensive of my
trip. | attribute at Jeast part of my concern to tabloid television.
T guess the horror of the attack on my country disturbed me
enough that | was willing to spend hours watching channels,
such as CWN and Foo. These channels make the "News” as
sensational as possible in order to give pause o mindless
channel surfers. In the post 11 September newscasts, [ saw
burming effigies of Uncle Sam or American flags in “several”

Marthern Indio, Afpanisten ond Pertia in the i %th century: o lapd inseperohie

Pakistani cities, and anti-American mobs battling Pakistani
troops “all over Palastan®. The brief news clips would foous on
the ugliest and most crazed face in the mob, This and the
“expert” commentaries left the impression that Pakistan is a
third-world lawless lslmic dictatorship ominously equipped
with nuclear weapons, some of which “might be” in the control
of “rogue” elements of the Pakistani army. In addition,
Pakistan is surging with anti-Americanism that may "explode”.
Deespite my scephicism of the media, | was left wondering, I
Pakistan rife with anti-American sentiment? Perhaps this is not
the best time for an American to visit Pakistan™



11 world combined with all the
5 :lnd reactions to my proposed trip made me

going. Paradonically, September 11 also became a
g0 The September 11 attacks became &n excuse for
nurity bigotry, normally dormant in America, to
Iﬁﬂieq:aﬂn&i}rmatladsupmhrataandh{ualhn

srmment to tackle hate crimes as vigorously as it was
ar. The volunteer activity involved inferfaith efforts, one
jch brousght me to a vigil at a mosgue.

For the first time | had a chance to meet Muslims that
e o be “wickent”, “fanatical” “fundamentalist”,
“misogynistic” and “anti-Semitic”, to name a few of the
iepathets 1 had heard. Fis time [ learnt about Islam not from
- ateporter, academic or critic, but from believers. The Islam |
saw that day was tolerant, progressive and moving. The
nature of their service rly touched me and
Iwas reminded of Malcolm X's experience on his Haj. [ oo
saw peopde of different races, nationalities, colours, ages and
economic ranks pray together, erasing all that artificially
divides humanity. [ did notice that women were not present
in the main prayer hall, but overall 1 found my experience at
the mosque overwhelming and I quickly made some good
acusintances.

I realised then that | must go to Pakistan, not just to visit
manments 1o indulge my interest in Sikh history, but also to
mewt Miusslirrs with whom [ share a cultural heritage. Only by
meeting people can we even begin o reduce the ignorance
that contributes to irrational antipathy towards entire
segments of humanity. If the Muslims at the mosque in
Chicago were niot like what | had expected, then it was quite
likely that [ would find kindred spirits and potential friends
in Pakistan. And so, | went to meet the “enemy™. | flew to
India, and after a couple of days in Punjab, 1 crossed into
Pakistan by road at the Wagah border-crossing near Amritsar,

As [ crossed the border between India and Pakistan,
sormeane in India made a half-serious comment that became a
foil for my trip to Pakistan. At Wagah someone rhetorically
asked, *"Dushemanain) wal chaley holn),” which means “You
are goang o meet the enemy [the Pakistanis]? [ had no idea
how ominous this comment was. My repartee wias “Thodey
dushmiar hovigey, merey bn muheen,” that “They [the Pakistanis]
might be your enemies, they certainly are not mine”.

1 found that not only is Pakistan not my dushman
("enemny”], but instead that | have a deep historical and

cultural connection with Pakistanis that can enrech my life in
ways [ had not before imagined. As | drove to Lahare from
the border, I noticed how similar the drive was to my drive
from Amitsar to the Wagah border. T saw the same people,
like the villages on the other side of the border. Even the stray
animals on the roads, the smells, and the stenches were the
sarme. Street-hawkers in Lahore yelled out the same phythmic
citlls that I have heard in Patiala. The stares, inquisitive,
defiant, and almost rude, were just as prevalent among the
Purjabi villages in Pakistan, as among Punjabis in Endia. This
similarity, the extent of which I should have expected,
impressed on me that an artificial and arbitrary line on the
map has cruelly separated a people, and a culbure. [ noticed
miwe in commion between the people of Amritsar and Lahore,
than the people of Amritsar and Delhi. Clearly the river
Yamuna that flows near Delhi would make a much more
natiral and sensible line, if at all a line on a map is neaded to
divide people.

My interactions with a whale range of people in Pakistan
aver the next seven days only reinforced this initial
impression. 1 sought out journalists, peliticians,
academicians, artists, writers, regular folk and anyone who
could give me a sense of what it means to be Pakistani,
Punjabi and Muslim. My host, whom | would characterise a2
a visionary and a renatssance man, aside from running a range
of manufacturing businesses, is involved in environmental
protection, patronage of the arts, raining teachers, running
clinics, building a university, and a whole host of other
endeavours that [ did not get a chance to learn about. His
fondest memories are of a united Punjab and one of his
closest friends is a Sikh, whom he has kept in touch with

despibe being separated during partition.

Among all his many endeavours, the one that stood
out for me was the school of calligraphy and miniature art
that he patronises. It was one of the most heartening
places T visited. In a part of the world where life’s
struggles have reduced art to luxury that cannot be
afforded, an effort that seeks to preserve arl forms is
tremendously inspiring, not to mentton visionary. This
school may not churn out money-machines such as
doctors and engineers, but it will bring beauty and joy to
Lahore and Pakistan for generations to come. This
inspiring school is fittingly tucked away in the narrow
streets of Hakim Bazaar in the old city of Lahore. 1t is
probably not a coincidence that the Hakims (physicians),
whose name this bazaar still carries, live in this area and
are buried, near the school, During the Sikh rule, the Fakir
brothers, renaissance men of their time—Fakir Azzizudin,
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Fakir Noorudin and Fakir Imamudin—were not just
Hitkisns, but also among the ablest and most progressive
of administrators.

Among the others who contributed to my experience and
education were an architect, a leading playwright, a
consulting physician, a few editors of major dailies and
weeklies, an author and art collector, a museum curator, a
bureaucrat-turned-political schentist, several university
professors and their students, a couple of landlords, several
politicians (some quite senior], a few bureaucrats, a few
Muslim Pirs, several businessmen, a young political science
graduate from Harvard, who sounded like she planned to
bring some sort of upheaval to her people and my constant
COMpANKoNS: a newspaper colurmnist, who 15 also a Purnjabi
academic and my chauffor. Mot all, but several of these people
weng quite spirited and secure enough in their identity—
Pakistani, Purgabi or Muslim—that they did not hesitate in
being critical of themselves, their faith and their country.

At least from my perusal of the editorial pages of leading
English dailies in Lahore and Delhi, | get the impression that
there is more courageous self-evaluation in Pakistan than in
India. Despite being a military state, | read op-ed pieces
criticising the regime in a way that | have rarely seen in
“democratic” India’s mainstream press. (South Indian
newspapers such as The Himdu are a noteworthy exception).
For mestance, Dimm, the leading Pakistani english daily, carries
a column by Kuldip Nayar, the senior Indian politician who
despite hig veneer of [feralism is squasely a part of the Indian
establishment. [ would therefore, bet that Pakistan is mare
likely to go against the grain to find meaningful solutions to
the seemingly intractable problem of peace in the
subcontinent.

The architect | met exemplified this out-of-the-box
thinking. He was vehement in his criticism of intolerant
creeds within Islam and presented me with a painting that
was a montage of several famous monuments from the sub-
continent, including mosques, mausoleums, and Hindu
temples. | deeply appreciated his art, especially the idea of
tolerance and oneness that he sought to convey. Perhaps a
little inappropriately, I was parochial in pointing out that Sikh
gurdwaras were conspicuous by their absence from his
paintmg,

He was equally penetrating in his obsérvations about
urbanisation and architecture as he lamenbed what be fell wis
a parallel loss of individuality among people and building=.
Today's houses and apartments have no personality. They all
look the same. There was a time when houses in Lahore were

unique and had interesting names such as “Lal Ghar” (Red
House) or “Ghantey wala Ghar” (The House with a Bell), Now
they are numbesed with nondescript ical address.
People today also are less likely to have truly distinctive
personalities. Houses and the people that live in them are mo
longer interesting. [ don’t comipletely agree with his outhook,
but behind his hyperbole was a passion for diversity and all
things beautiful. He sought to make his city and country
mire diverse and beautiful

Another powerful and wise voice was that of a greying
playwright. [ didn’t know how noted he was until autograph
serkers inferrupted our dinner at a restaurant in Lahore. He
seemed to have travelled the world and displayed an
astonishing breadth of experience. He was as -eqtﬂ-lh'
comfortable in talking about Wal-Marts in “sanitised”
suburban America, as b was about Anarkali Bazaar in old
Lahore. He quoted Igbal in support of his hypothesis that
traced the causes of ecomomic and social aparthesd i the sub-
confinent to Brahmamism, with the same eaze as he referred
to public intellectuals like Edward Said to underscore his
arguments about media complicity with polifical power all
owver fhwe world. He reproved me that the Sikhs had been shor
sighted and naive to throw their lot with India. Apparently
this was a reference to the options the Sikhs had in 1947 w
join Pakistan or Indlia, o remain independent; and the Sikhs
“stupidly” choosing to join India based on promises made to
them by Nehru, Gandhi and Patel, while spuming a similar
offer from Jinnah. I gently retorted that the best option for
the Sikhes would probably have been independence from both
India and Pakzstan, Sikhs have strong ideological bonds with
[slam, such as monotheism, iconoclasm and egalitananism,
and familial ties with the Hindus, since most converts o
Sikhism were earlier Hindus, As a result, they might have
; as a buffer, as they did in history, between Hindus and

That peace should be 50 important to 5o many people in
Pakistan should be surprising to many in the West and in
India. For a country that is supposed to be "Islamic”, which
has fortunately come to mean intolerant, brutal and
befligerent, I met many people who were liberal in their faith,
irreverent iowards authority, cynical about unhealthy political
instrtutions and aceptical about the media. One editor, for
instance, whom [ lunched with, was so spirited about
recongiliation on the Indian sub-continent that his courage
and idealism almost made him naive to the influence that
neo-fascist prganisations like the R3S wield in India. one of
the RS5's foundling principles, the restoration of Akhand
Bharal, a ‘complete’ India that stretches from the Indus to
Cevlon, would obliterate Pakistan. But if there aré narnow-
minchad religicus fanatics cut there, | guess thix world can do



wilh a few blinkered champions of
Fm:enni teHerance.

[ zaw similar energy at one of
{he umisersities, where | met several
I;I'['l.ll:Eﬁ-:k!-f-i and studenis who also
e ||:'||_L|1|,1Fu3- for a brighter fubure
fisr the sub-continent, One of the
profeszors regrethed the atrocious
resource misallocation away from
education and human development
to the military on the Indian sub
combment. Another voung pml:i:_hwr.
whes trained at Harvard and left
oppoertumities in Mew York b relum
fo Pakistan, has chosen o foous on
consbEonal law. T was curious as
fo o what o constitutional lawver
willd dovin a ||'.i|ih'|."!. -.1:-.‘I.=|I-:II=G|'|':|'I
and leimt thist all ralitare states ane
nit alike: Moreover, constibutional
|awyers are most needed whene the
constitution is still being fleshed
put. In my discussions at the
university, there emerged an idea
that Sikhs from the Diaspora and
Pakistani Punjabis should exploit
e coimiarion hiegil age o bl amd
= temd I'ril:r'n,|\||i|;”“\. that were
F:ru_".'._'ulu_'rlr AMONE Our parents

EEreTatn

| et bwo young politicians who
were fust beginning their adventure
in the messy world of Pakistani
politics. One was a Harvard-trained
political scientist. She lectured me
bt the problems wilh fslam and
Pakistan ina tone that gave me the
i|_'|'|r.'r|_"_-:~||,|:| she was a self-hating
Pakistam and embarrassed fo be
Muslim. Probably sensing my
discomfort, she made st clear Hhat
she was quite combortable with her
identity as both a Pakistani and a
Muslim; so comfortable that unlike

Thie Ehyher F'n-s.-;,_lmu'lng from the Morth Wiest Frongier Prosince to Affghaniston today & the legocy of
Maharae Range Singh who incorponated this termtory dnte his Kngdom which then become part aof
Britich Indva and is Pofoston tockay
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heer parents” generation she can be critical of her faith and her
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The other voung politician's story blew my mind. While
shill in high schoed in Pakistan, he visited Calilomia and was

enthralled by American foothall; and decided e wanted to
play. 50, he enrolled at University of Southern California, a
Divisaon | school, where the chances of gettng on e football
teamn for most Americans, who have grown up playing the
game and actually know its rubes, are remote, Yet like the
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bumble-bee that is not supposed to be able to fly given its
wingspan and aeronautical dimensions bul it does so
nevertheless, this benacious young Pakistani keamt the rules of
e g i beched Tirmself up to almost 300 pounds. Then he
jomned the team as a walk-on defensive lineman, This was the
meet unbelievable story | heard, especially since I did expect
that anyone in a small village in Shetkhupra District, whene T
met him, would have even heard of Amencan football or USC.
With this kind of tenacity and courage among its youth, how
can one not be an optimistic about Paldstan’s future.

These and the many other people 1 met helped dispel
many misconceptions | had about Pakistan. Fakistan is not
an Islamic nation, at least not in the way we think of Islam,
as if Iskam Is some sort of a monelithic civilisation, It is not
full of irrational people who hate India or America. Tt is not
a country devoid of art, liberature and culture, It is not a
place that 5ikhs, or for that matter anyone, need to be
fearful of visiting. Pakistan is a complex, diverse and

Une of the most beautiful sights in Pakistan has to be the
sunrises in Punjab. | have seen the sun rise elsewhere, but
sunrises in the Punjab seem unique. On one of my early
moming road trips, right after I crossed the Chenab, a river
that has inspired more poets in the world, | saw a
breathtaking sunrise. There was a vast checkerboard of small
plush green and freshly ploughed brown fiekds, peppered with
trees of all stres and shades—eucalyptus, acacia, and the old
peepal {figg) banyan. The landscape was dotbed with a village
or bwo, where the mud homes blended into the fields, and
the brick construction stood out like a healing wound, Upon
all of this, the dew casts a lazy mist, which in winter is
almost eerie as clowds of fog hug the ground on winter
nights. Amidst this ebbing tranguillity, the sunrise was a
fierce orange that burns away the tired haze, giving way to
the new day, Some parts of the world need new days mare
than others, They only other place | have seen the sun come
up &S it did mot the road to Islamabad was in a “hackward™
peart of rural Indian Punjab.

| could not chronicle my trip without noting my
impressaons about Islam, which in Pakistan had many faces.
The most noteworthy of these faces were those of the
wiomern. On the streets of Lahore, | was surprised to see few
women were wearing the hijrh. The visa on my passport was
ominously stamped, “Islamic Republic of Pakistan™, which
conjured up images of a country, where women are never
seer. Well, they were all over the place driving cars, in schools
arud colleges, on the streets, and in the stores. Howeves, [ did
ok see a5 many in the offices and basiness 1 visited.

Even though 1 conld discern the influence of a literalist
Islam, for the most part, the Muslims | met seemed no
different from the Christians [ meet in Chicago. | am sure
many of them are observant Christians, and perhaps even
fundamentalist, but it does not seem to affect their
interaction with me, Nor did the Muslims in Pakistan treat
me any differently, However, I did see many more people
praying in public than [ do in America, They were mostly
from the lower economic classes. This seemed true when it
came to Ramadan's fasting too. The chautfeurs and the help
all seemed to fast, while this was not as true amongst the
rniore afffuent middbe and upper-middle classes.

Most people in Pakistan, irrespective of their
interpretation of lskam and whether they themselves fasted,
acknowledged or participated in Ramadan. This seemed 1o be
an extraordinarly unifying festival of abstinence. The cyde of
life in the city revolved around he time when the fast began,
and when it was broken in the evening. T fasted on a couple of
days to be a part of this experience. It clearly breeds a sense
of discipline, and if the ritual contributes to abstinence from
indulgence, especially in anger, greed intolerance and hate,
then the practice makes a lot of sense. The first Sikh Master,
(Guru Manak, exhorts, A true Muslim's fast is represented in
good conduct”.

Ramadan also became a convenient way for me to evade
Purgabi hostility. Given the nurnber of people T met, | would
have overdosed on tea, sweets and all the trimmings of
Purijabi hospitality, if I could not get awiy with the simple
answer, Raat hai = *Tam fasting”,

What was most clear was that the strong progressive
interpretation of Islam that was thriving until partition s
still alive. This interpretation is best exemplified by the Sufi
tradition, which itself comprises several schools, some of
which are extremely liberal. Many Sufis enthusiastically
embrace poetry, music and art. It is no wonder that some of
the greatest poets, classical musicians and artisans in the
sub-continent have been Muslims. Even many of the frescoes
and much of the inkay work in Sikh gurdwaras was done by
Muslim artisans, Until partibon, some of the best exponents
of the Sikh classical tradition of music, who sang in the
samctum sancoriom at Amritsar, were Muslims mivibees, Sinoe
partition, some of the vitality of the Sufi tradition has
eroded partly because Sufism thrived by interacting with
other faith traditions and partly because some Pakistani
regimes have encouraged more literalist traditions of [slam.

I met a Pir who seemed to follow a folk interpretation of
Islarn that included invoking the Divine for specific ailments



and problems. He had a Darfr, a mausoleum for his
forefathers, where (imoalis are sung, and the prayer is more
festive than stern. Al this Derbar 1 observed poor village
falks—some miserable and others quite elderly—genuflect
T i P o s dibervesvbion widky Hhe Divine bo eage the
woes, These people seemed to find combort in the "blessings”
of the Pir, and his impact on their innocent desperation was
tuching. In Indian Tungab, [ have soen Sants who leverage
the Sikh futh ina sirmilar way

Since religion has such sway over the teaming masses of
the sub-continent, it is a potent tool in the propaganda war
between India and Fakistan. Indians are constantly
boenbiarded with messages that vilily Pakistan and Islam. One
f b sbories tokd repeated]y in India i that the great Hindu
s of "tolerance”, Gandlid, wanbed fo keep India together,
frurt B “hageful ™ Mushim finmah wanted partibon, The Oscar
winming movie, Gandhi, effectively transformed this
propaganda into the truth. T found a different perspective in
Pakistan. Several people lamented the partttion of India and
reasoned that Jinnah, who some actually acouwsed of being an
excessively liberal Muslim, had little interest in an |slamic
republic. He was concerned about the rights of minorities ina
majerity Hindw India. Nehru and other political leaders
pgshead hirm inko a situation where Pakistan became the only
pption. Even Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, a Muslim leader who
remained logal to Gandhi and cast his lob with India, whosa
papers were recently published, squarely places the
nespumsibility of partibion on Nehro, Patel and Gandhi, As a
Sikh who &= painfully aware of the betraval of the Sikhs by
these Indian leaders, | suspect that there is strong merit to
thiis position.

It seemed to me that partition has not compelled Pakistan
b et ot all Hindu and Sikh influences, as some in India
sepmm obsessed with epasing Islamic and “foseign” history,
Frcum .'|'||:-|!"|1'1'|h‘.'-||~5|_l.- fearful acls such as I1':|rin:.; down
masdues, to petty xenophobia manifested in re-naming
strpets, citios aned |'l|,||||.5-ir'|;._'|h'!||._’|| bear 'I-.'-ll::'gl'l" niantes, India,
espocially dght-wing elements show's signs of neo-fascist
paranoia. Bombay became Mumbaid, Caleutta Kolkatta and
Madeas is nosy Chennat. Street names all over the country that
have Muslim or British names are being replaced with Arvan
or Sanskrit names. | was pleasantly surprised to find Krishna
Magar, Tagore Park and several other Hindu names still intact
in Pakistan.

I alz=o met several Pakistani Punjabis whe became
almost melancholy about the partition of Punjab. One
lady, whe reflected the attitude of the generation that
wis born before partition, felt that Punjab had lost out in

Scene in Westem Punjob.

the partition, especially since so many died and that
Punjabi culture suffered a remendows loss as a result of
ald friendships bemg severed, an ecumenical environment
being ruined and the Punjabi language being lost to Hindi
and Urdu. Inferestingly she detined herself as a Punjabi
first, a Pakistani second and a Muslim third, [ think thal
because of partition, Punjab has become more Muslim in
Pakistan and more Sikh i Indhia, A unified Pungb woukd
probably have been more liberal as far as religion was
concerned. The language would have flourished and art
and music would have thrived.

The wounds of partibion are also skl discernible,
especially in the older generation. Those who lived through
partition have an almaost schizophrenic attitude towards the
Sikhs. They feel nostalgic because they lost touch with so
meany 3ikh friends and neighbours after 1947, They also vent
incdignant, if not wrathful, pangs at the merciless massacres
during partition. | deeply empathised with their pain and
expressed my own pent up disappeintment at my
community whose history is otherwise free of any vengeful
brutality, even in the face of the worst kind of creelty by
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enemies. The Sikh community has still not come to terms
with such aberrant behaviour during partition. In the 80s and
*is, when the powers-that-were started mercilessly killing
Sikhs in extra-judicial encounters and paramilitary
massacres, my mother tried desperately to make sense of
this misfortune that had befallen the Sikhs in India. One of
the Pakistani's | met shared a similar sad memory of her
childhood. She remembered her father pointing out a well o
her, where he said dozens of Sikh women and children had
been killed by Muslim mobs. This burden of guilt that both
these communities carry can only be assuaged by
communication and interaction, something that has not

happened since partition.

1left Pakistan with the realisation that for generations
Sikhs and Muslims had lived together and now they are less
than a few miles away. Yet, after partition the distance
between the Sikhs and Muslims of Punjab has become much
more distant than these few miles. Many of the young
Pakistanis I met were clueless not only about partition, but
also about the Sikhs. | was disappointed at their lack of
inquisitiveness, a lack [ have seen among young Indians too.
This might be because education in South Asia relies more
heavily on rote memaorisation than on culbivating conceptual
understanding and a passion for knowledge. Even though
Pakistan is dotted with Sikh monuments, and a major part
af Lahore and Punjab’s history is deeply entwined with the
Sikhe, Pakistan students are largely ignorant about this part
of Punjabi heritage. [ was also quietly dismayed at Pakistani
hasts who lit up cigarettes in front of me or graciously
offered me halal (kosher) meat unmindful of the Sikh
anatherna for tobacco and sacrificial meat. T am loath to
think that a Sikh would ever present his Muslim guests with
fire harn or & pork chop.

O young Pakistani, refreshing in her honesty, admitted
that aside from a fleeting mention of Gura Nanak in her high
school text book, the enly other time Sikhs are even
mentioned in her circle is bo mock someone. *Sikdr vali gl na
kar”, which means “Don’t be [foolish] like a 5ikh.” [ was
puzzled by this derision and a Pakistani scholar offered a
plausible explanation. Most young Pakistanis form their
opinions about Stkhs not from the Sikhs who live in Pakistan
but from Indian television and movies. And the Indian media
deliberately and purposefully portrays Sikhs primarily as
clowns or fools.

That India has quietly conquered Pakistan through its
media was probably the most disappointing realisation [
had on my trip. [ was horrified to see the tasteless and
uncreative productions from “Bollywonod ", representing

the worst of Indian film and television dominate
Pakistan's television. This sort of popular culture, which
has made large segments of Indian youth dull and void of
all Arthshastra, a Hindu text that is in the vein of
Machiavelli’s Prince, discusses the use of entertainment
by a ruler to keep the masses subdued. India certainly
seems to be the numbing Pakistan's masses through its
miwvies and television.

Sikhs from the Diaspora and Pakistani Muslims,
especially those from Punjab, have a unique opportunity
to draw upon their shared cultural and spiritual heritage
to rebuild their historic relationship. They can help to
stem ignorance and prejudice, and possibly serve as
catalysts for peace in South Asia. As the things stand,
Sikhs, especially those in India, have been conditioned
believe that the Muslims are cruel and intolerant, and the
Pakistani Muslims have been conditioned into looking at
the Sikhs as clowns. This sort of the distance and
ignorance not only breeds misunderstanding and hatred,
but also can be exploited by vested interests and lead to
events such as those of 11 September 2001.

Pakistan is naturally quite suspicious of India, and
consequently of Indian Sikhs, who have dominated in all
military campaigns against Pakistan. Three million Sikhs
in the Diaspora, however, retain a connection with India
only to the extent they have family or property in Punjab.
Many of them are estranged from India because of the
brutal oppression in the eighties and nineties. Sikhs who
are American or Canadian find it deeply offensive that the
Indian constitution should legislate that Sikh are Hindus.
The Pakistani security establishment, therefore, might not
view Sikhs from the Diaspora askance, allowing them to
interact more freely with the other Pakistanis.

Chaspora Sikhs and Pakistani Punjabis can take the
first steps towards what might be a road to peace in the
sub-continent. Any such relationship, however, should not
be based on any aversion of India. Sikhs and Muslims
have an existing heritage to draw upon to build a healthy
nexus. Punjabi literature and the Sufi tradition are strong
common pillars for both communities, This should be the
foundation for any Sikh-Muslim nexus in Punjab. Arnold
Tonybee in his landmark wark, A History of Hee World,
digcusses the role “creative minorities™ can play in
altering the course of history. A small group of Pakistani
and Sikh Punjabis may be such a creative minority that
alters the course of South Asia history, and brings the

swans back home to fhhang.
Blugrinder Singh Mahai
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he division of India inbo two countries was

artificial. The whole area extending from

the Khyber Mass upke Azsam is geo-politically

one. And even within India the present
dispensation 15 not correct. The Federal content of our
constitution has been ignored. We should have more
states. More power should be granted to the states, even
to the districts and [ think that if we do this we shall
create more comfdence, not enly among our own people,
but among our neighbours. Pakistan foe can never stabilizse
unbess if recopnises that it is & federation of four different
states, being NWET, Baluchistan, Sind and Punjaly,

Indza and Pakistan must ultimately come together into a
common market and a common defence system. Otherwise,
heowever much both countries might spend on defence, their
security would remain in jeopandy

What advantazes would accrss o our bao coundries if we
were Io go in for such a confederation? First of all, our
defence spending would be minimised. There would be froe
movement of lsbour and capital within the subcontiment, The
suspicion that Hindus harbour towards Muslims would
disappear onoe Makistan is no longer seen as antagomistic,
Muslims would be far more secure in an atmosphene devoid
of anti-P'akistan rhetoric, At the same fime, with minimum
defence spending, our security would be maximised

| have addressed public meetings as a member of the Ekta
Party in both Muslim and Hindu-dominated areas in Uttar

"'-lu

“can come |\ Y& 1. neE

Pradesh and | have found that the response of the people to
this concept has been overwhelmingly pesitive. Both Himdus
and Muslims have reacted favourably to the concept of a
common defence, a common market, common tariffs,
mobility of capital and labour. It would mean that people
fronm Imcdia conald imvest m Pakistan and vice versa, The kimnd
of acceleration that both our ecosomies could achieve asa
resubt of coming together ina confederation could make us
competitive with Korea or Japan. The fear some Pakistanis
have that India would swamp them economically is
unfounded, because that would happen only it we remain
under one over-centralised *-Tl.*:temnfﬂn'ﬂnmmtwhi.-:h vests
all powers within itself, as it exists today. We Have k&
persuade the Pakistanis about this, woo them if TUACESSATY

The paoint e is that our foreign policy priortics should
be Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh, not the US5A and
Evrope. We will mot strengthen ourselves by getting info
triendlier and closer relationships with Amenica, unless we
Firsl sl oo onam hensse in South Asia inoorder,

As and when this propesal is mooted at a governmaent fo
government level, [ anticrpate thivt Pabastan would be hesitant
at first, but eventually would accept the logic of a
confiederation of states in the Indian sub-continent, They have
bor accept it. They will accept it because domestic public
prissune will make them accept it.

The fact is that Pakistan is not a viable or natural nation.
Therafore, Pakistanis have always been trying to seek an
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identity which they do not have. Bhutto was trying to
identify Pakistan with Iran. Zia was trying to identify
Pakistan with Arabs. Whether it is in Iran or in the Arab
countries, a Pakistani Muslim is invariably considered as a
Punjabi ar a Sindhi from Hindustan. In Pakistan’s border
arexs, a8 In border areas of most countries, including India,
there is an ethnic and cultural mix. Pakistan is trying to run
away from reality. Pakistan is basically Punjab and Sind, and
that i as Indian as can be, The riols in Karachi, as in certain
parts of India, are one indication of the forcible atternpt being
made to perpetuate an unnatural status quo. It is only by
coming, together in a confederation that we will undo the
injustice of the partition, Some people might accuse me of
thinking along the lines of the RSS, demanding Akhend
Bharat, On the contrary what | am advocating is a United
States of South Asia, what was originally Hindustan. [ want a
revival of that Hindustan by whatever name,

I am not advocating for one moment that India and
Pakistan should be a single country, or that Pakistan should
be absorbed into India. But if we do not come together in
some form of confederation, whether we like it of nol, sooner
or later, we will be driven to a mutually destructive war. What
Tam advocating will then be achieved in a much mare painful
manner. For, one must recognise that both India and Pakistan,
&s they exist today, are quite unnatural.

It 15 a fact of history that Pakistan was not created by the
Punjabi Muslimz. It was created by the Muslims of Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar. The Muslim League never won the election
in Punjab. The Unionist party weas the dominant party. As per
the Mountbatten plan each province had to vote for or against
partition. Bengal voted for partition. In Punjab the vote was
against partition. East Punjab never voted for or against
paition, They jist said that in case parkition is Hirust oot Hhew,
Hhey would want taeir o constifution. That is all that they
said. NWFP boyootbed the referendum because its terms were
mischievous and unrealistic. Baluchistan was not for
partition. So who wenled partition? The princely states of
Bhawalpur and Kalat both opted for India, but as they did not
have geographical contiguity they had to remain in Pakistan.
Pakistan was handed over to the Punjabi Muslims on a silver
platter and they took it. Thereafter, they developed a vested
interest in it. But despite that, there is again a resurgence of
the Punjabi language in Pakistan. Before his death Faiz
Ahmed Faiz, one of the greatest Urdu poets of the sub-
continent, reverted to writing poetry in his mother-tongue,
Punjabi, The call of the mother-tongue is one of the maost
powerhul influences on a human being,

The existence of sub-natiomalities is a reality everywiere in
the workd. [t is a law of nature, Thas may seem like a digression,
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Tarn asundar! The Punjab voted apanst Partiion but
tfies was thrust upon the Sote

but it is relevant o the issue. Karl Marx bormowed consideraby
from Hegel. The determinist view of history was Hegel's,
adopted by Marx. Hegel too believed in “thesis, anti-thesis,
synthesis”. Hegel too said, “we will move to a world order™,
That was echoed by Marx. The difference was that Hegel
corsiderad thee unit of change to the family, the tribe, the nation.
Mlarx said that the unit of change would be the mbernational
wiorking class. The nineteenth century belomged to Mars, The
twentigth century belongs to Hegel. In the latter twentieth
century the USSR and China, both Communist giants, fell out.
They bell ot on thee assertion of national dentity.

Hile#
o we

The existence of sub-nationalism, developed from
community tribe, caste, farmily. . .can be healthy or unhealthy.
But it is there. You can’t wish it away, The reality of empathy
that exists among people is as real among certain
communities and groups as it is among families. Does anyone
ever consider a family to be unhealthy or unnatural or
immoral? 5o why should there be a feeling of insecurity
among the rest if, say, the Garhwalis of the Almora region, by
virtue of a similar lifestyle and cultural heritage, desire a
sense of identification with one anather? They are quite
different from the Jat dominated areas of Western Uttar
Pradesh. The same is true about Eastern UP.



tbed. Before Jagit Singh Chauhan came up with this
ind publicly, 1 had met him. | had told him at that fime
he wanted an independent Punjab, extending from
war to the Jamuna, it would make more sense. But
a5 envisaged, is unrealistic, The mosal case for an

ion it. Gandhi and Nehru had no right to accept the

I ing of Punjab. Their party never represented the
in Punjab. J[awaharlal Nehru's party, the Indian
il Comggress never rubed, except briefly in a coalition, in
jab, When the Congress party was never in a majority in
pjab, how could the Congress speak of partition?

Tt was only because people were presented with a fit
gitnll that Pakistan became a reality and the Punjabi Hindus
ed looking towards Uttar Prasesh, towards Benaras,
: ar and Hindi. The Punjabi Muslims got Pakistan, The
- Sikhs were hit the hardest because Pungabid lost its identity,
aind their scriptures are in Gurmukhi. Before partition, the
Purabl community consisting of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs

[tis worth nothing that Gandhi and innah were both
from Gujarat, Nehru and Liagat Ali were both from Uttar
Pradesh. Mone of then ever won the election in Punjab. Who
were they (o take it upon themselves to partition Punjab?
Who were they to speak for the whole country? They were
manipulated by the British. We never permitted them 1o
partiticn Purgab. That is why 1 consider the partitioning of
Purjab o be entirely an imperialist legacy.

It was just a small elite in Punjab which joined the
Congress Party. Members of this elite later became
syeophants of the Nehru family, followers of the RS5. They
never scenfed the real aspirations in Punjab and they never
will. The partitioning of Punjab deprived Punjabis of their
seree of true identity.

It wias this Lack of identity which later led to the Pusjabi
gufa agitation as the Hindus, for whatever reason, rejected
their own mother-tongue. The continued Government
mishandling of the situation culminated decades later in
Chperation Slwestar and resultant misgovernance of the state,
The Sikhs had a genuine grievance. Their identity was being
destroyed and the Pungabi Hindus had tumed their backs on
them.

The Anandpur Sahib Resolution is not unique. Other states
have voiced similar demands. Of course, they don't call their

Re-inforcing the trouma of partition, 40 years later,

A hundred Berkn-wolk seponste the Punjob, formbes, frends and fiekd
A Sikh farmeer focks ocress the mult-layered barbed wiee fencing which
strerches fram end to end ofang Eostern Punjob’ border with Yestern
Punjab erecied in the fote [980% and resnforced with mines, tnp wires

and flood Rghing,

charter of demands the " Anandpur Sahib” resolution. The
only special demand that the Sikhs have is that Amritsar
would be given the status of a holy city. That's a very
innocuous demanid and there's nothing wrong with it

We inherited a colonial mentality, which continued after
the British left. Look at the history of Punjab. Punjab was
abways outside the mainstream of the freedom struggle. This
remains trwe despite the great deceprbion being perpetrated by
the rulers of the country that individuals like Bhagat Singh
were part of the Congress streggle.

What must be remembered is, first, Punjab was the last
bastion of genuine independence in India, Maharaja Ranjit
Singh was the last nuler in the country to exercise genuine
power, He was not like the phony effete rulers, such as the
Mawab of Oudh and others, in the rest of the country. [ don’t
consider the mutiny of 1857 to be part of the freedom
maovernent. [t was of no significance. There wiss not even one
English soldier between Meerut and Calcutta and yet the
mutiny collapsed. What kind of struggle for freedom was
that?

W keep hearing such utter nonsense about the Punjabis
eollaborating with the British in 1857. I once asked Ram
Manohar Lohia, what happened in 18497 After the British got a
bloody nose at the battle of Chillarwallah at the hands of the
Purjabss, it was the Maharashiran, the Dogra and the Bengal
Sepoys who came to the aid of the British and defeated the
Pungabi armies in the battle of Gujarat.

Thereafter, the British went about systematically
destroying the elite im Punjab, and a new elite was created.
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The Ranjit Singh loyalists were hounded out. What was the
rest of the country doing at that time?

It was in 1849 that the last battle of independence was
fought, becaise Punjak hisd & genuine independence o defeat.
Ranjit Singh was the only ruler in the country to have
modernised his army without becoming a vassal state of
some foreign power. European officers and soldiers were
serving under Punjabis in Rangit Singh's army. The uvute samm
wwas serving unider Punjeld commumid. In the rest of the country
it weas the other way round,

Madras, Calowtita, Bornbay, one finds that all these centres
of urban development were virtually created by the British.
Even Allahabad. There was only one other centre that was
comparae fo all these as urban cultural centre and that was
Lahose, which was indigenous, It was Ranijit Singh's capital.
But this lasted anly il 1849, Till that time Punjab was free.

In 1842 the Kook revolt began in Punjab. The first call for
siovdesiei, ban on cow slaughter, independence and nom-
viokeroe was given in 1862 in Punjab by the Kool rebels. The
British crushed hem with a ruthlessness seldom witnessed.
ey weere e 1o the mouths of cannons and bloswn o bils.
Yet the Kiotes remained troe to their principles. The Kook
rewolt lasted Hll 1863, but Punjab wasn't crushed altogether.
Afber the Kook were put down, the Gadider moverment began.

In 1885 the British established a club for Englishmen and
Indiians to discourage mone such rebellions. 1t was given the
name of the Indian National Congress. The British created a
leadership in their cwn mould to serve their purpose. People
like Gokhale, Gandhi, Aurobindo, Mehru, wiere all groomed by
the British

When Bhagat Singh was in jail, the Viceroy wrote to
Gandhi asking for his opinion about whether Bhagat Singh’s

Friends fareverd YWisoming Lahorians gt Chandigarh

hangring would create unrest in the country. Gandhs wrote
back to say that it would create unrest, tacitly telling the
British to go ahead and hang Bhagat Singh. After Bhagat was
hanged and Gandhi went to Karachi in 1935, a garland of
ahuws wias put &n ind his neck. When Chandrashekhar Azad
rict fawaharlal Mehru, Mehru refused to shake hands with
hirn, He fold Azad, "You ane a fascist”,

Thousands of people died to bring about democratic
rights im the gurdwaras m the Akali agitation of the twenties
Where in the whaole history of the Congress movement dio
vou get to see sacrifice of this order? For one hundred years
before the partition, there had been no communal riots in
Lahore. The riots were created by the British through their
agent provocateurs. Pathans were brought in by the British
into Lahore and Sialkot to start the riots. There are C1D
reports of those days by Indian officers stating that the
British paid money bo the pathans to start the riots, when the
British were forced bo leave India, due fo arm bwisting by
LISA, they decided o leave a partitioned country behind. The
rios wiere necessary to bring about a transfer of population,
b ke bwo nations a reality, bo perpetuate the partition,

1 am not advocating the case for an independent Murgab
now. War and violence offer no solution. The solubicn lies in
devolution of economic power to the states. Greater
autonomy in the decision-making process atfecting states
shioatld be created. Take the case of Vidharbha. [tis Marathi
speaking, yet the people have a shared history, a shared
cultuere that makes them want Bweir own state. Or take Goa,
Why are people in Goa reluctant about people in Belgaum
joining them? Both speak Konkand, Because they don't have
a shared history, a common tradition that is the same as
that of the people of Belgaum, despite the common
language. So, they want to retain their separate state. What
is wrong with that? Heavens didn’t fall because Goa was
granted statehood.

In fact smaller states have resulled inquicker growth, YWe
shiould decide rationally o grant mose powers to the states,
create more stabes, and grant more power to the districts.
Without real democracy at the grass-roots, democracy in

*arliament becomes a farce. India as it is governed, is an

Within the country India should become a federation.

In South Asia we should have a confederation. That is the

way of the future. The alternative, the path that we are

treading at present, implies consequences which are too
painful to contemplate,

Rajinder Puri
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The Living Scripture

arslating from one language o ancdher s a dawnting
fske. Larmuage and culhune ane insepanbdy inbertwined
and the precise nuances of language often escape us

berause they remain Bed focutbueal ethos and traditions,

Clearly, many Sikhs would find my use of the term
SCITIMTE InAaCcurabe m describing the corpus of sacred
writings that 1s the Guru Granth, for to the Sikhs it is far
more than just a collation of scriptural writing. (hver the
cenaries, a corfain visthle mythologsing and idolisation of
G Granth has oo, To mest Sikhs the G Granth is
a living presence and nog a biook thal can be stashed ina

bockshelf or n the drawer of a room at a hotel

Such concerns aside, the term scripture ordinarily and
faarly unaversally nefers b writlen texts that have acquired a
revered and holy status in the traditions of a people.
Mkl v, some religious soriphures were oral, either in tofo
or 1 pirt, i the osal tradition became a written record
VRIS, ©VYen cenduenes afher Ih._-:.' were first elaborated. Such 15
thee caze with the Islamic scriptures (Queran} many of the
Judaic and Christian scriptural writings, as well as | [indu

Fwaly fchs, such as the Yedas,

In contrast the sacred scriptural writings of Sikhs were
written and collated by the founder-Gurus themeelves, and
the canmon sealed in o around 1708 by the Tenth Master Guru
Caobind Singch. The authenticity of the Sikh scriptural writings
is thus firmly established and theee is very litle, relatively
minor disagreement about any of its contents. In many
religions the scriptures also contain mythical and semi-
historic narratives; this is cleardy seen in mary Hindu texts
and also in the Ol Teshament, In Sikh scriptures examples
froven Hindu or Blamac mythology and lexicon are often used
to illustrate or debate a point but they never become
incorparated imto Sikb doctrine, Music has its own magse that
ramescends me

the Sikh u:,'jil,'\-l'_:_rn,- 1% q._'-.1|1'|l|,|u._'|,| i the FEAs al classical Indian

o and, wAth o |"-.|_|_'|'l|i|:||. [ ||'|.'|§|.':'it:. [l

skl tracdibon

Let ws book at the witings within the Guru Granth that
make it our scripture, A scripture becomes a covenant
betveeen God and the fasth coanmunity, 11 is this that makes
the senphune a ivieg experience. Doctrine and thestoery make
il SCTTPELNG L ersanl and o r|||'|-:'i!. culliure or ethng I-‘-I."I.'l.'.rh'.
And that s how Sikhs keok at the Gure Ciranth 2= the eternal

living Carri

1§ FLT
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Sikhism presents a unique and heightened concept of the
Word and from this concept has developed a unique tradition
and a new worldwide fasth. Gurn Granth speaks not only of the
written and spoken word but abso of the unespoben word - anfyed
- Sikh parlance, inadequately translated as the sound current,
tovwehich only thee inner self resonatis in a condition inwhich the
huurmian mind becomies a part of divine connectivity.

The Gurus lived during dramatic and dangerous times.
Two of the ten Gurus were martyred. Sikhs fought a great
rmany battles in the period from Guru Nanak to Guru Gobind
Singh in a time that spanned two centuries. Yet, none of
these epoch events that shaped the evolution of the Sikh
commumity rate a mention in the Gura Granth, Only ranely
does the Guru Granth refer to any specific historical times or
events and that too in very passing mention. | think this
neglect was deliberate. The phi in the Guru Granth in
universal and timeless, Historical detail could have been
instructive but would have also rendered the scripture not
free from the bounds of time.

Ancient Indian (pre-Sikh) thought envisioned the Wond
as the ultimate reality. In the Christian view too in the
beginning was the Word, the Word was with God and the
Word was God, | suppose in the Christian view the Word
was manifest as flesh in the person of Jesus. This would
make adoration of Jesus the focus of Christian worship. The
institution of Christianity then would also become manifest
in the person of Christ. In Hinduism the Wond is only in the
Vedins in specific language (Sanskrit), in a particular people
and a particular land. This would confine Hinduism to
somewhat of an ethnocentric existence.

Sikhism i bevond such limitations and thus becomes

Soriptural texts are embodied in a language of words. But
Curu Cranth starts with an alphanumeric code (I Oerker), a
concept that is repeated within the text several hundred times.
I this & (One) is the first primal number which Cymikar (Doer,
Active Principle, Creator) is a word. The juxtaposition of the
two creates a seminal metaphysacal concept.

The opening lines of Gy Cranth proclaim:

There is one God

Truth s ite Name

Creafor of ail

Feariteg none, Enenry of none

Timeless

Mot begotten, mimrifest from His oum bemg
Mivide knotm by the grace of the Guru

These opening lines oocur in the text hundreds of times
either in full or only as the first two lines or the first and last
lines, 1 could argue that in these lines is captured the
complete essence of the Sikh way of life, all else is

ComnarEniary.

If, as | satd, this theme is reinforced several hundred
tirmes within the scriptural text, it must be that the idea here
is central to Sikhism and the religion cannot be

comprehendied without i,

This speaks of a universal God, the creator who has no
form and thus no gender, no caste or lineage and exists as
truth. The Guru Granth speaks repeatedly of one God, not a
Muslim, Christian, Hindu, Jewish or a Sikh God. A partisan

god is a lesser god, not woetivy of worship.

The concept of original sin thus has no place in 5ikh
teaching, Human life becomes then not a fall from grace, but a
umique opportumity o discover the divinity within each of us.
This voyage to discover the infinity that is in each of ws and
within our lives becomes the purpose of life. This means the
pursuit of a truthful life that recognises the divinity in each of
us by service to community and creation. What is
recommended is a life that sees God in all of God's creation
ar] thus sees no enemy,

In many a hymn in the Gura Granth, God is described as
both father and mother, hence gender neutral, According o
the Sikh scriptural teachings the wse of He or Himt for God is
inaccurate and only reflects the limitations of language and its

LSIRE.

Clearly, it follows that to treat women as inferior
wioulkd be contrary to Sikh teaching. 1t is a point that has
also been clearly made in the Guru Granth. There would
hardly be a Sikh who cannot cite the relevant lines of
Guru Granth from memory, since they are a part of the
daily morning prayers of a Sikh. Yet, it needs to be
recognised that Sikhism has flourished and existed from
its origin over 300 years ago, as a very small drop in the
very large ocean of Hindu and Islamic cultures.
Historically, neither of these two dominant traditions -
Hinduism and Islam - has recognised women as equal.
Despite our very clear theology and doctrine of equality,
we have however, historically fidled to deliver to women
an equal place on our society. Not that it is a justification
for it, the failure is not of doctrine or scriptural teaching
but of the cultural constraints in which we have practiced
its teachings.



clearly, God as an infinite presence that
fes all creation is not easy to grasp, and
asible to describe. The Gurus recognised this. This

forms the backdrop of all the writing in Gura
The Gurus created humdreds of ways to say in
ns that God is bevond all human formulations.
the infinite reality is such that our senses cannot
p and that our intellect cannot fathom, but with
jch our souls can commune, Their thoughts are echoed
35 times in the Guru Granth.

50 how is the awareness to be achieved and how is the
| that hides it from us to be sundered? How are we to
jow the truth? This question is raised early in the Guru
anith, & part of the [opji, the Sikh moming prayer. " Abide
nd rejoioe in God's WHll” says Manak. What Guru Granth

pends then is a transformation of the spirit in which

 Huktem and Nadar form integral parts of Sikh teaching
pd major parts of Sikh scripture. The concept of Hiku
__'* its meaning are not easy to grasp. Hukum could be
ferally translaled as command or edict and also as order
it opposed to random disorder. In Sikhism when we talk
o Hukum we embrace both meanings. When enjoins us to
ive in Hukum it asks us to accept and rejoice in God's
will, for it is not without purpose, even though we may
ot understand it

Byl in this world reflects and stems from events that we
gannot perhaps comprehend. 1t reflects that within a
‘mysterious order that exists there is also free will that
 humans often misuse. We seldom have the ability to see
beyond the immediate. Perhaps evil is a test of faith. Walk in
e shadow of the Lord, commands Sikhism, and live a bife in

Let life become full of faith—grace and hukinr — and
- free of attachment, avarice, lust, anger and ego. The Gurn
- Granth teaches that these five are the primary enemies
‘that destroy us from within and enjoins the Sikh to
* engage in a daily dharammyudh or crusade to battle these

-werz-’da:-'

Grace, 1o the Gurus, is the vital, positive force that
- actually works in our psychophysical being and transforms
(5, Hukwein and Grace are acts of faith that evolve our Lives
i truthful and elegant existence. To be in a state of grace is
 todiscover the divinity within But grace is not a matter of
- entithernent; it is not eamed. The moment one thinks of
having deserved it, it promptly disappears. It enters only that

state of mird, which sees God everywhere and walks through
lsfe with buemilsty.

Lest this be misunderstood, I need to point out that
Sikhism does not advocate the lifestyle of a pacifist. Voice
mmust be raised against tyranny and injustice and actions must
be consistent with truth, justice and universal good, Sikhism
came inlo existence at a time when two :relig'mus
communities overwhelmed the Indian landscape, Muslim
society was the politically dominant one and had come to
believe that all of India must be Istamised, willingly or by
force. Hindu society was fragmented by idol worship and a
rigidly defined caste system that allowed no vertical
mnbility. The Gurus naturally ratsed their vosces against both
Hindu and Muslim practices. Therefore justice forms the
corner stone of the values forcefully advocated in the Guru
Granth,

The teachings of Guru Granth areé universal and
eternal. Mot only do the writings deliberately stay away
from discrete events of history, they absolutely refrain
from dispensing specific edicts on particular maoral
choices, such as abortion, reproductive rights or other
bioethical issues. In Guru Granth the emphasis is not to
micromanage our lives but to provide the spiritual basis
for a moral and ethical framework around which
purposeful lives can be fashioned.

On our plates, life will serve us many dilemmas that
will test us. Time and technology will bring us face to
face with many new bioethical problems and issues of life
and death. Our response will change with dried solutions
a5 in a catechism or an easily swallowed pill but an ethical
framework within which to navigale our way. Self-
awareness, Eh saréern nierya iss jug anch ayekey kin fidl kar
ir kAR,

It must be understond that Sikhs do not worship the
Gurus who composed the wiritings in the Guru Granth, nor do
they idolise the holy book, although they revere it, The Wond
is God. The only way that it becomes so is when the Sikh
reacs it and heeds what he/she reads.

Gur Granth says:

The Waord is the manifest spirit of the Guerw; The Gura is
irmrment i Hae Word,

D 0T Starghe

Professar of Anadomy at MNezr York Lniversity,

15 il B outhhor of Hrree books Sivhs eind Sikdrisar:

A View with v Bins, The Sikhs Wane A Pilgrines Progress and
Being And Becowring A Sikh,
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that followed the Cripps Mission, recorded in para
18 that it recognised three nationalities or nations
in Endia:

General, Musiinn and Sikh

In its report-of 16 May 1946, the Cabinet Mission,

The word Hindu was not used in this report.
Explaining the word General, the Mission stated that
these who were not Muslims and Sikhs fell in this
category. The Cabinet Mission wrote: “We think that it is
satisfactory o recognise only three communities in India:
General, Muslim and Sikh. In Gemeral will fall all those
who are not Musglims and Sikhs™ (and included various
casies and trabal communities that shound).

In Para 15 of its report the Mission stated that India‘s
Comstitution should adopt the following basic principles:
“In Indun there will be one Central government uich will
retain only foreign affairs, defence and communications at
the centre.” After this it was been written that, the Cenlre
will keep anly the financial powers bo collect funds needed for
nenming these Hiree departments ondy.

In Para 1 of is reporl, the Mission wrote: "in the
Legiclative Assembly, whemever a guestion pertaining lo o
particilar community arises, it will be decided only by the
members of that community in the Assembly on the basis of

simple majorify”.

In Para & of the report, the Mission wrote: The groups
in the Union will have the liberty, if they so wish, to
redefine the conditions on which they will stay in the
union after ten years, and thereafter each State will have
this option after every ten years”.

Similar promises were made by the Constituent,
Assembly through its clear resolution that: “The brave
Stkhs of Punjab deseroe special rights. | see nothing wrong in
carving oul a speciel region md administrative set up in the
north, where the Stkhs can feel the glow of freedom™. Thus
spoke Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, shortly before becoming
Ehe Prime Minister of India.

India is a diverse country with scores of major
languages and hundreds of dialects with unique apparel,
foods and customs, more diverse than Western and
Eastern Europe combined. Yet, that we should remain one
and cohesive is dictated by geography, history and
arcumstances. Unfortunately, from the second half of the
Hith Century, Governments in power imposed upon India

a series of five year economic plans that emasculated the

country. In its stated objective to redraw the state
boundaries based on the language of the people, the then
Government treated Sikhs with prejudice. In 1951 while
Sikh leaders looked askance, communal virus spread
through every village in the Punjab, with instructions to
every mon-Sikh (especially non-Jats) to declare that their
mother tongue wis Hindi even though they did not speak
a word of it! The government also imposed Sanskrit at
schools. If you did not take science as a subject for
university entrance matriculation examination, it was
mandatory to take Sanskrit for first two years of College.
| had to take it at Khalsa College Mahalpur in 1949-51 and
my own maother tongue, Punjabi, was optional. All my
classmates who were non-Sikhs, along with their families,
opted for Hindi as their spoken language even though
they did not speak a word of it. Nowhere in the history
of this entire world does one find an example of a people
abandoning their mother tongue other than the Punjabi
Hindus. 5o, while every other state became uni-lingual,
Punjab, thanks to its Hindu sons and daughters and the
conniving Central Government, becarne a unique bilingual
state. Even that was not enough. As a wise man told us, a
Brahmin thinks generations ahead, a Muslim thinks just
before but a 5ikh thinks after the fact. Instead of raising a
hue and cry about the language census fraud committed
upon its people, Sikh leaders launched the self-
destructive Punjaly Sooba Morcha with the result that half
of Punjab that we ended up after the 1947 partition was
further carved out into three, and a Berlin Wall-like
Haryana erected between Punjab and the seat of power in
Mew Diedhi.

At ong time the Punjabi mother had only one son. He
was Hindu. Then Islam came to the land of five rivers.
Some Hindus adopted the faith of the invader and so the
second son, a Muslim, was born. He kept his miother
tongue as Munjabi but started writing it is the alien
alphabet of the invader. Then the period of Sikh gurus
came and the third and the youngest son of Punjabi
mother was born, a Sikh. Then came the partition of the
Punjabi mothers” birthplace and, the second son chose to
officially call his language as Urdu, a mixture of the
languages of the invader and the invaded. The first born
Punjabi Hindu, chose to forsake his mother for Hindi, a
stepsister of the Punjabi mother.

MNow the Punjabi mother has only one son left, the
Sikh. Time is running out for the Punjabi Mother. The
Punjab of today is only a minor brush on the map, a mere
shadow of its glorious past. What of the future? Can we

be Undted again?
Hardeo Singh Shergill



'NThang Singhs
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HANG is derived from the Sanskrit word

MWk meaning “brave”, "fearless". Guro Afun

mentions the Nihangs in his Bani freg #id

afeme B5far (SGCS, page 392). There are ather

meanings “withoutegn”, “sword”, “alligator”, "horse”, “one

wiha 18 in communion with Akal”; Cunningham describes a

Nihang "as pure and clear”, They are nota new dan but one

marifestation of the Khalsa, Nihangs consider themeelves as
the army of the Akl Parabl ( Timeless Cine™)

There are various wil ing:. o theetr |1|'_-.1'|_'|;r:_,' and -|_1|_'i;_1i_n i
per Guru Hargobinds' prophesy “In times ocome standard
bepmers with farbe will have similar followers as Nihane"; Gura
Gobind Singh's son Baba Fateh Singh once came to meet the
Caur with an peaked turban, farha and bue clothes. Gura i

taking him in his lap remarked, " A special panth of Sikhs will
COATE i exisbence”

Guru Kiyan Ladliyan Faujan

Curu l-iﬂ:lil1|.‘|.f'.h_!|:|'|1ﬂ'|:'lfl'ﬂ' the Chamkaurbadthke was W 3
blue D::bw."_. discarded that inbo fire and Hedl the FErMinig simall
blue piece of cloth tohis sword, so inibaing a blue robed clan
citlled Nibangs. A similar story states that the Guru staved with
Sodhi Kaul, when put his bhoe robe to fire, a small e s |edt
umburmt, Bhai Mann Singh respectfully took it from the G and
patiton his turban. Thereupon Curup blessed Bhai MannSingh
saving that the Nihang system would start with similar robes,

Dress Code and Mode of Living

A Nibang wears a b lomg kurta goirg, below the koees,
long machiiena upbo the knees, a saffron / blue kamariard and
spedal tvpe of turban o deshar festooned with quoits (chakire
rosaries-and a piece of choth {called dipnmiz) forming a plume,

Dhastar is the Persian word meaning a cloth tied with Ivand
(st} nieatly on one's head.

J—



These Mihamgs bead a cormmunity life in areas called Niharg
Chismvem (cantonment ) or Piens (1), As anexample in
Amritsar, Akali Baba Phoola Singh Burj area is a famous
Chrfeestmer of Mihangs (Budha Dal), These are quite distinct
froam Gurdwarasand havea pair of Nishaan Sahibs in blue and
saffrom colours signifying imperial and celestial powers.
Nihangs, like all Sikhs are enjoined to lead a house-holders
lifee are all baptised, sticking on to i, br, il nibrenn and
allother codes of comeuct, Ome always sees
the P Piyeras in the Nihang dress. All of
them are trained in martial art,
harsemanship, swordmanship, archery,
Gtk and physical exercises.

Gargaj Bole wi=+dis &5
The Nihang's Language
Sinice the time of Mawab Kapur Singh,
Nihang Singhs popularised their spoken
language called Garguy Bode, which is quite
uplifting and commiotes high spirits. ]
Their words were very useful for secret
communication without being detected.

Fwiill give a few examples in Punjaba:

e fugx - Heg dan: Ga8F -
famedint; 89 - yawndEted; fped
g iz - ydinl; g8 S8 - =98H;

A Al - gon gE - few
wiw: dla wdm - gt 96 =85,
HilwE - gas; Ja-93E w59,
adl - ummidaEt, dfgwi gt
A U s Tl il s O i
- fira Tdft; ag=a - dedl; asasa
-y X w2 weEt & 3ot - aRs
ga; gel - Az desh dEt-as
2dl: wafla-Zg=g; Fagw - gas;
fg -ofar; gui - Sl 7 e,
fam 0= o@ § - =& weEh; s
yHe; = - 99E go; 9o 2 ge
wl= g - grdt Jw; Ta dgar -
BHER FAEEE |

Nihangs and Akalis are
actually the same
Even though our mental picture of
Nihangs and Akalis is different, in reality they are the same:
BT JU 3 gaEa ufga2, During the 18th century in
the Shahidi Mis], Akali Naina Singh's army were in Nihang
uniform, his disciple Akali Phoola Singh later taking over
command. He was a renowned general of Maharaja Ranjit

Singh'sanmy

Some famous Nihangs
and their heroic needs

Akali Phoola Singh : A fearless peneral who fought and
wion the battles of Kaswr {1807), Multan (1818), Eashomir [ 1819)
and diied fighting valiantly in battle at Mavshera in 1825 leading
the Akali Army. Hewas boen at village Shihan (now Dehlan
Shihan) to. Sardar Ishar Singh Akali, a fearless chiet of the

Mishana Mzsl on 14 January 1761, Sardar Ishar Singh interdiced
the returning hordes of Ahmed Shah Abdali; recovering some
thousards of kidnapped women from barbaric clutches,
risshoring them to their parents, but was injured in this guerilla
battle and later succurmbed to his wounds, Hehad handed over
voung Phoola Singh to Baba Naina Singh Akali, of the same

(Bl e - NISHAAN
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Ml Maina Singharoomed Phoola Singh inspiritual and military
fields. Akali Phoola Singh ook overas head of the Shahidan
iz, i |I';I]:_=I f‘-."l.:'|1..'||‘.'|i_'| ﬂ_.'n'liit Eﬁ:'?;h||.h1f1ﬂ'_!1ﬂ Arnrilsar I.'i'.:l.'
buit the |ﬂ||.._:||1|_;| Cardarsof .-".|1'-r||,-,~.|r.".|7.;|1!:||'||_\,:| thetre arrmy aned
artillery to fight back. Akali Mhoola Singh wath his Nihangs
interceded between the opposing parties, saved bloodshed and
arranged a compromise. Another incident pertains again to
Maharaga Ranjit Singh who alter having married Mohran, a
Muslimn girl, appeared at Akal Takht for receiving punishment
as a Tankdnnar. Akali Phoola Singh, part of the P Prgmes in
188, announioed that the hMaharaa be whipped publidy. Mahara
accepted the punishment and bared his back to receive the
whipping, Thereupon the smngal, the congregation, requested
Adeal Phoola Singh toforgo the punishment of whipping. Akab
Phoola Simgh enjoyed tremendous miligary and spiritual respect
im Sikh peyche and historians must acoond him the high status
earmsed in his life Hme.

Akali Kaur Singh Nihang: Enjoys similar respect, Bomm
1886 atvillage Padhar Chakaar, Kashmir to Bibi Karam Kaur
and Bhai Mahan Singh. Mamed Puran Singh, he received gurmat
bessons from Baba Mahan Singh and Gyani Bagh Singhe After

amtcerenony in 1902, hewas renamed as KaurSimgh Mihang
and beygan to preach in Gurmukhi. He founded Gurn Nanak
Mshram in village Chalkaar for imparting education and during
1947, hedid veoman's service in refugee camps at Kurukshetra
and Sangrur. He promoled Amrit parchar and started alarmng
parphaaits. He was g crusader of reforms in Sikhism including

the abolition of Bl Prrsfiad at Hazoor Sahib.



Nihang Groups today

Milargs are divided boday indo several groups, each with its own
el (cantonament}, but loosely orgamised into twodms (foroes):
Baddha Dl and Taruna Dal, names indtally given the two sections
mtowhich the Khalsa army was organised in 1733, Buddha Dal has its
headquarters at Talwandi Saboin Bathinda District while the principal
gt of the Taruna Dal Nihangs is at Baba Bakala in Amritsar
Diistrict.

The Nihang tradition goes back to over three centuries. Baba
Banda Sinyggh, Baba Deep Simggh, Baba Gurbakhsh Simgh, Bhad Darbara
Singh are some prominent Nihangs. Because of their high moral
character, protection to women is part of folk lore - s & fsfar
o e faatar; (The Nihangs have come, open your door without
fear.) There is a also lighter side of their bhang addiction: 1= #ar
2 o gl fuma StEs wuE araf,

Nihang Festivals

Miharyzs celebrate Baisakhi at Damdama Sahib, Diwali at Amritsar
and Hola Mahala at Anandpur Sahib. | had the fortune of visiting
them in their splendor at Anandpur when Nihangs in their unique
g, hoeses, horse fiding, tent pegging, gatka display, sword manship
ind spiribed [ofaras aroused Sikh ermotions and Charhdi Kaln.

It 15 not very kind that the Nihang's bena dress dignity is taken
well by Indians-nay even by other Sikhs,

They donot have a steady source of income except produce from
soani agricultural land. Their self-respect forbads them bo scoept alms,

Laurbani education is paramount. Chne Mihang, arex-
army havildar, visits us almost twice a year
acoompanied by a younger Nibang. [ was aghast that
th.Ej.' do not know even Mitnens benis, leave aside
their meaning,. Organisations must bridge thas gap
through serniniries and special schools.

Such seminamies should be based on Mihang methods
and customs, encompassing horse riding, gatka,
swordmanship, lance wiglding, wrestling and other
methods of martial arts.

Adfter some years of training, young Mihangs should
spread out to village gurdwaras and schools to
furtherspread such training 1o Sikh children.

The evils of terrorism and the bullying attitude in
society can be cormected by their generous conduct

and personal exammple

*  Arrangements for their vocational training must be
made, thus bringing up their economic status,

Itis very important bo wean them off biviing /suida
which Mihangs consider as justified and sanctified.
Their Clitaioaniz must have this propagated to rid
thiermn of this menace.

Since the Nihangs are Gurn's Loy Faug, it is our

by bringing such reforms and elevate them to their
pristine martial glory.
Muaj Gen (D) Jasant Singh, AVEM

they do believe i Kin Kama, but where ks the Kirf?

Much is requared fo be done by Nihang organisations to maintain
thedr distinct and spectacular sdentity, without looking towards any
political patromage. The following reforms are humbly suggested:

(EPe - MisHAAN
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uch was the refrain sung by fighting warriors and

the families of the north when marauders

swarmed from across the Khyber, led by Nadir

Shah and then Abdali, ravaging northem India up
till Delhi. Only the Sikhs, spearheaded by the Nihangs,
Fearlessly f-:~1||.,|1’r against them.

Nihangs generally remained on horseback, on the move
from one place to another, Chaldie Vabeer (“the roaming
hattalion”}, Tents, horses and other animals also acoompanied
the Vaheer, Wherever they camped, Guru ka lingar was served
I every passer-by,

Nihangs were thorowghly committed individuals, always
ready to lay down their lives for Sikh principles, Lepel Griffin
wrote “The real Akali was bold, free, and unassuming to all,
but in particular haughty and audacious to those who daned
tor call or think themselves as his superiors in rank or station
He ever strove to win the character of a friend 1o the proar,
wias an enemy of the rich and powerful. He was a fanatic in
his religion, which was nearly a pure deism, and followed
strictly all the rules laid down for his guidance by the great
Guru Gobind Smgh. He made no scruple to seize or dermand
from even a friend whatever he required, but he was equally
ready bo overpay an obligatom. He cared [ittle for wealth, but
wias content with the mere necessaties of existence. He was
regardbess of life and willingly exposed his own o danger at
the call of duty™.

According to John Malcolm “The Akahs have a great
interest in mainfaining both the religion and government of
the Sikhs as established by Curu Gobind Singh, as on its
continuance in that shape, their religious and political
miluence must depend”,

Im the words of Gordon They exercised a fierce scrutiny
s CETIS0OTS 1N uphnluii:nl.; strict compliance with the militant
creed of the Singhs, constituted themselves as defertders of
the faith against all innovations, took a prominent part in the
councils in the planning and arranging of expeditions for
averting national danger and in educating the people in
doctrines of the Sikh religion

Through their extraordinary zeal and enthusiasm, they
acquired the character of priests, in which copacity they acted
effectively, while directing the conduct Ls-:t|1|:"~|k.l'.:~:u||1|.1]-at
the Akal Takht. According to Malcolm, they were
“ineufferabls to sk anmEars hor 0 S '|'|||_'!. emberbama |_'-'_.1|'||:|_'rr_'|_'||:
which |.|‘|-e"}' take Eil |'|n|?|‘.'.'-|ir'|:~1l::_|g'|:'-1'-:‘|_'._1|".

According to Dr Bhagat Singh “To serve a foreign master
was against their creed. In fact, it was practice with them to
be a little uncharitable to the powerful and the rich, while
serving and helping the poor and weak. In the matter of
religious doctrine and practice, they are uncompromisingly
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children, espedally during calamity. Tarinm Dl would play

defensive and offensive reles during invasions of the
Mughal or Afghan armies. Tarom Dal was further sub-
divided mto five groups

Jutine Shaheedan : Its jatfedar was Baba Deep Singh
Shaheed and close associates were Baba Natha Singh and
Baba Caurhakhsh Sirah.

fatl Amritsarian : Bhai Karam Singh and Dharam
'1“"|r\r_'=_'hh of Armribear wore atfeedors of this el

fitha of Raba Kahan Singh : The fathadir of this group
of warrinrs was Baba Kahan Singh, close associates being

Bihai Wi Sirvgih, Hard Singh and Bagh Singh Hallowalia,

fatfa Dallewalia : [ts wthwdior was Baba Dagaundha
Singh of Kot Budhe [Xa.

fafhi Rangretian : Eminent leaders of this jmifa were
Baba Bir Singgh, Jeeon Siogh, Amar Singh and others,

I thee coanrse of ime the number of these fntfaes increassd
to thirty and these were further sub-divided info sixty five
groups. [

All photographs by Kishiie Singh
taken af Anandpir Sl
iy Hola Modalla,
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"{_'o'you have come for the Batsaldi Mela™? The rickshawala
__"asks in his earthy Punjabi and before waiting for ananswer
asks another question, “Why haven't you brought your
children”? “‘Children’ in Punjabi parfance includes the spouse.
Not wanting to perplex this friendly Talwandi Sabo man, 1
repply tactfully, “You ses the children are having their exams.”
It 15 ot the domne thing for a single woman to be heading fora
Baisakhi mela at Damdama Sahib. People go to melas with
families, friends and sometimes the entire village
neighbourhood. As he drops me at a house by the famous
gurdwara, he adds, “Mext time do bring the children”.

Well, there is always a next time for a mela in Pungab for the
folks are as “funjabi” as they can be. But the Baisakhi mela is
celebrated with a heightened sense of jubilation. Batsakhi or
Vil detives its narme fromn the month of Varsetd and marks
the new year of the Indian calendar just a little short of mid-
April It is usually the 13th day of the month and some imes the
14th. Tt has been a time for celebratson since forever and for the
Punjabis it was the harvest festival tobe ushered in with the
shout of fafts Aair i arsakhe.

In 1699, the festival got an entirely new dimension as the Tenth
Guru of the Sikhs founded the Khalsa panth on this day at
Anandpur Sahib. Soon after followed Guru's battles with the
Mughals. After the pain and sorrow of war, including losing his
fiouar sions, Giure Gobind Singh carme o reston a sandy mound at
TabwandiSabo. [twas here that the Gunsand his ammics celebrated

Fun and fair time in Punjab means going to the Maghi mels in
Mulktsar in January, Hala Mohalir at Anandpur Sahib in March
and Barseidn at Damdama Sahib,

Bt of kate Barsakh, Hke muchelse, 15 not just Pungabi farebut a
global festival of sorts with the Sikhs scattered all over the waorld.
Since 2003, Vitstkf is being celebrated with gusto at Trafalgar
Square in London with other commmunities joining the somg, and

dance. Farther away in Toronto it s time for a gala banquet
with dinner, dance and a discount for students. Last year
concerts by ghazal singer Jagiit Singh were a sell-out at Bamsaki
tirme in New York and New Jersey. Not just that, for the first
time bast year the festival was celebrated in Mew Jersey State
House with Governor James E_Mcgreevy speaking of “our
commaon humanity™ to the Sikh community and adding:
“Together we can create a better world, a better nation.”

S0 the festival of simple peasant folks has now come witha
bang on the international scene. The multinationals too have
owned this article with greeting cards, wallpaper and ather
knickknacks. Celebrations abroad have angelic dancers and
‘Funjabi’ pop singers. A long way from the old soft tomes of
yesteryear Punjabd songs in Asa Singh Mastana's sombre tone
speaking of ripe wheat stalks, plenty toeat and spend on and
the simple pleasure of the village fair. And now gourmaets are
odfering exotic Baisakhi cuisine, which perhaps would humble
thee rustic jirlehis and pakidos deep fried as of obd.

Although Buisaki was primarily a harvest festival in which
all Punjabis participated, irrespective of what religion they
belonged to, yet it did a vanishing trick from West Manjab
after the partition. In fact, it had gained identity as a Sikh
festival with establishing of the Khalsa on this day. That was
the tirme when the Sikh Gunes wene waging battles against the
Mughals. However, at the village level people of all faiths
participated in it. Pakistani diplomat Munnawar Bhatti, who
comes from the farming stock near Sialkot, says, “In my
childhood, well after the creation Pakistan, | recall going to
the Baisakhi melns and seeing villagers do the bhangra. But
then over the years the practice stopped. It was during the
dictatorial regime of Zia-ul-Haqg that all multi-faith celebrations
with song and dance came to a stop in Pakistan.” Painter
Akram Varraich, a Muslimn Jatof Wazirabad, says: “Old habits
die hard and the people of Wazirabad and Amenabad still
continue with the practice of taking a dip in the Chenab river
on this day.”



h o
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The traditional significance of Brisakin is thit it marks the
completion of a cycle in time and the beginning of new ones.
Thines thie iy = conned most auspicious. Painter Malkit Singh
mecallimg the harvest days in Lande village near Moga, says, "We
otk cut the crops mewing on our haunches. The mcst hauming
image | have of my youth is of the drumbeater, He would beat
the dhal 1o buck us up. Thus we would cut the wheat daylong
and waik for lunch, &s it would bring rest. Harvest time, we
wirikd petaspecial treat of shakiar and ghee to energise ws
Caukzar Singgh Samdhu, bom of peasant stock in Doaba, says, "Itis
basically a crop festival. This would bea lime when the crops
wionrld be harvested and moniy would come home. So it would
b Himez for new cothes and weddings for the eligible.”

Eating, drinking and making merry ane the traditional Punjabi
traits and Sandhu recalls that on Beisikhi in his Sunng village,
the peoplewould pool in tobuy the frthest goat and share the
meat. He recounts an interesting festival-time anecdote, *1
woild help my father in the harvest as a boy and those days
we cut the crops manually, One Beisaklid my fatherand uncle

| NE"Y

went aff o the fields to feast on mutton curry and country-
brew and | was with my friends, We drank from pitchers
buried in the ground and drank so much that neither my
father nor 1 could get up early next moming, We wen tothe
fields nevertheless with sickles in hamd. T was hardly able to
cut the wheat. My father told me bogo bome and rest. Later I
learnt that the moment I left he too went off to sleep in the
fields. Such was our Baishiki hangover "

Ancd w '|_'u_l1,5-|:'-h,-1_lncl w.‘u.’]!..' incelebeate the N_g, LL'I:-' ina 'I:lii.', urban
way all over the world and the village folk plan a pilgrimage
tor thee neighbouring surdwaras and with Crern di |:.'.'F|Ih|'_. o
Damdarma Sahib.

And my old rickshawala friend will be greeting an odd visitor

or two saying, "50 you have come to the Varsaklii melin but

why haven't you brought your children, Do bring therm next

tima!™ And there is abways a next time, a next Birsakhii and a
mew heginning. [

Nirupiarma Dutt

{Frone The Trikaose)
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ime of celebrations in P'unjab. People dance in

thanksgiving to the Lord of the harvests; visit
gurdwaras, sing kirtans and enjoy food together at the
largars, Baisakhi falls on 14 April. It 1% a day rendered
sacred by several significant events in Punjab’s history.

Baisakhi has a special meaning for the Sikhs. On
this day in 1699, the tenth Master, Gobind Singh,
created the order of the Khalsa. He discontinued the
tradition of Gurus in Sikhism by declaring Granth
Sakik to be the eternal Guru of all Sikhs. He gave call
to his followers to be ready to lay down their lives to
protect the faith and defend others against religious
despatism. He instituted the Panj Piaras comprising
representatives of five different castes to give
leadership to the Sikhs.

I I The bright sunshine of spring is indicative of the
t

At a time when numerous religious leaders were
setting themselves as gods, so deceiving the people
and blinding them for ever, he castigated the custom
of elevating mere mortals to the status of God or gods.
Foreseeing the possibility that his own followers may
start worshipping him as God, he wrote those
immortal words: “These whe address me as God shall fall
into the pit of hell. Treat me as o servant of the Lord. And
entertain no dowbt about it. { am only a slave of the Lord,
I have only come to witness the Lord’s play (Laila)”.
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Equally strong was his condemnation of those
customs and traditions which had almoest become sources
of exploitation of the devout by godmen, the so-called
saints. “It i of mo avail to sit closing both eyes and

medifafing like a crane. This world is lost, and the next alsa,

for those who go akout bathing in the seas, desiring
silmation. They pass their lives tr onin dwelling in the midst
of sin. [ speak verily; hear me all God is realisted only
Hrrough lote™. {Sumnm 90,
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“God has no marks, no colour, no caste, and no
anceshors: uo form, no complexion, ne outifne, ne costume
and 50 he is indescribable”. He wrote: "He i3 fearless,
fuminous and measureless in might. He is the king of
kings, the Lord of the prophets. He is the sovereign of the
universe, gods, men and demons, The woods and dales
sing the indescribable. O Lord, mone can Fell Thy names.

The wise count your blessings to coin pour names”, (foap
Sl
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He had a keen insight into the prevalent confusion
caused by man-made philosophies. What he wrote then




i$ $0 true of the religious scene in our land today.
“Whoever was clever in the world established his own
sech. No one tried to umite people in the search for the
Creator. Enimity, contention and pride increased. All big
and small, flared up and starled perishing in their own
rivalry. And none of them tried my way. They whe
abtained a [ithle spiritiual poaer struck out their oton way,
None of them cared o recognise lhe Supreme Being, but
becase mad (with power), boasting of themselves, They
cirred liftle bo recogmise dhe Real Essence, Bul each became
absorbed in himself and tried to establish his superiority
ower others”. (Bachittar Natak).

s

o 2

ey & z fad ufoors =9 ofs fes vpEs =)
2 ot afi e gfe a8 | uziltgs ueos =E8
e fr i e i | i o waw wag & und)

# @6l 3y =3 afa fawrs | fEafEs v dy ss

&

We have today goedmen and godwomen whe profier
themselves as gods and goddesses and make religion
their “business”™. What is tragic is that millions, in
search of truth, are mesmerised by their "good works”
accomplished through donations from generous
individuals. These so-called saints have great
aratorical skills and promote false philosophies to
build their own particular empires and spheres of
influence. They speak of a dharma which does not
extend beyond their kith and kin and thereby sow
seeds of narrow-mindedness and hatred among

followers.

In our caste-ridden society and even in urban
settings where the rich and the powerful are preferred

over the poor and men are ‘measured’ in terms of
their wealth, his words should bring some realism.
“All men are the same though they appear different. The
bright and the dark, the ugly and the beantiful, the
Hindus and the Muslims have developed in accordance
with their different surroundings; All human beings
have the same eyes, the same ears, the same body build
composed of earth, air, fire and waler. The names of
Allak and Abhekh are for the same God; the same is
referred to i the Puranas and the Quran. All huiran
beings are the reflection of one and the same Lord.
Recognize ye the whole himnan race as one”.
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It is on the basis of that very equality of all human
beings and brotherhood of man that he (Guru Gobind
Singh) built the order of the Khalsa.

To conclude, the opening chapter of Guru Granth
Sahib contains this God: “'Gad is ome, He is the
supreme (ruth. He, the Crentor, is beyond fear and
beyond hate. He is immortal, He is neither born and nor
does He die. By Guru's grace shall He be mel. In the
beginning He was the trith. Throughou! the ages He hiz
been the bruth. He is the frubh here and now and He
shall be the truth forever’.

M.P.Kutty
{Eroan : The Tribune]
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am delighted to be the Senator from Punjab as well
a5 from MNew York” exulted Senator Hillary Rodham
Climton and the former first lady of the Linited States
of America, She received a standing ovation and
thunderous applause from the Sikh Americans who had
pathered in the Senate side of the Capital Hill on 17 May
for the Sikh American Heritage Dimirer event in Washington,
DC. The Sikh Council on Religion and Education (SCORE),
based at the nation's capital, had organised this event.

Senator Clintom added “Tam here fo express my thanks to
i all for being here. It is alwiays a pleasure and an homour to
represent so many of my Sikh American constituents in New
York. [ also know that the Sikh Communiky is a growing
community. You had come here four vears ago in a much
smalber event and now you have grown quite a bit”. SCORE
had organised the three-month anniversary memornial event at
the Capitol Hill in Decemier 2001

Lawmaker after lawmaker welcomed Sikhs at the Capitol
Hill and appreciated their efforts o make their presence in the
capital of the nation. The Dirksen Senate Office building
reverberated with *Bole so Nilal, Saf Sei Akaal”, the Sikh
erecting thronsrhout the evening.

Republican Senator Richard Lugar from Indiana, who is
Chainman of the most poswerful Senate committes, the benate
Foreign Relations Committee and a diose friend of President
George Bush, said “This celebration of the Sikh Americans is
extraordinary, especially etforts to bring everyone together
tonight. | admire the Sikh people and a Sikh (K.P Singh from

Indiama} has been a mentor for last 37 vears. [ have known
!-iik_hy SN E Wak a !‘-.-l.s-...'-r-: il |I'IL":i.'|.I"|:'I|."'l.!l= 5",

After four ve aars of the rm;._‘ru-,h of 9711 which afbacted the
Sikh community, Sikh men and women attired in colourful
turbans and glittering traditional clothes gathered from
different comers of America to raise ssues of concern o their
congressional representatives. The Sikh community in LS
faced hate crimes and prejudice in the aftermath of 9711
owing to their outer appearance. Following the American
political tradition, this w as clearly a demonsteation of Sikhs
of mtermingling with lawmakers of the land and to raise their
profile in the political landscape. The Sikh population has
been growwing in America and then: an: approsimately S0
Sikhe presently inthe LiSA

“This event would send a very important signal to the
lawmakers and political keaders of this country that Sikhs are
|\.;'||i|i._'_1||:|.' comscious and would like o I.":'ITt'.I.':Il."'.'”I:! im the
political and social process of this country. This would ensure
an imnportant presence af the Sikhs at the American Political
Merve center”, satd Dir.Eajwiant Singh, Chairman of Sikh
Courncil on Refigion and Edwcation (SCORE]), which organised
this event at the Hill

Chvier 725 puests and Sikhs participated in the event. The
prograrie started with the opening prayer by Chaplain Dinies
[ Coughlin, Chaplain for the L5, House of Reprsentatives and
Clark Lobenstine, Executive Director of the American Jewish
Committes. Bhai Gurdarshan Smgh led the audience in reciting
a by from the Sikh Scriptures praying bor the well being of



gntire huimanify. In additon, there was a bla presentation by

kbl maestn Rajinder Pal Singh Jindi

Dr Ragwant Singh added, “This will be an annual event
AN i-\.:l_l'\ql :Ilq_. I'.I.'I.-Ii"“"..i.-l"l'..- LTI LM SIS KT iy I III icLafpl
i5 full and we are confident that we will zet double the
rumiber ret vear, We have recerved encouragemment from the

communiky from all across thee nabon”

Somater Hillary Clintom further stated, 1 admire Vi for
thie wav vou all hamd led the ;‘|'|.'|5I|'|'|_'.'I|.'=~ which the Sikh
conmmsuniby Faced afber 9511, The seay the Sikh commumity
respondied so positively by educating others about the Sikhs
inil servimg fellow Americans is e greatest tribute to the
value of the Sikh commiunity and that also helped us to gel

Hhe s aenies

“lam akso grateful about the outstanding contributions
{that} the Sikh community has made in all fields. [ know a
wember of Sikh Americans are being homoured tonight but
youl coubd practically fill the whaole room with Sikhs whao in

EVETY aSpeaids of American SCLIELY Al CUCIny. e leaders

ard sk prowcd fobe Sikhs™ sakd Senmtor Clinlon

She acknowledged the leadership of the first Sikh Prime
Mimister and Chief of Army Stath of India. In responze toa
question, Senator Clinton reiterated that the future of the

Sikh community is a very pesifive one In America.

Congressman Tom Cravas, the thicd ranking and very
influential Bepublican m the Hogse was B first Envmazker to
_-.|_1|_'~.'L.||1|_! i "1 have always had a great admiration for the

Sikh commuinntty

!||:; '_'le!'u-- Are -|'|'-||.'I-|'||i:|-.2l.'-.:. and
compassionate and theive in business and mamy dilferend
fields. Your fundamental values of family &5 your greatest

strength

Comprisssman Jirn MeDormmatt roam Seattbe sakd, ©l came
bo knows aboasl Sikhs in 1972 ardd since then 1 have had great
friencship with Sikhs. America is the land where peops? can
have Equmtity amd Tustice but unforhunately in the aftermath
of 9511, the Sikhs went theough a very tough Bime in this
country, Unfortunately many Amerncans fend b lump peopic
topether withowsl understanding whao Eheery' ame amc winat ey
are. In iy area, a Sikh was beaten and we
quickly brought together a campagn
called “hate free rone which involved
many people from civic organisations
churches and law enforcement foroes, Hee
added, “1 have knovwn how Sikhism came
into being in response to injustioe and the
Sikhs know how to deal with difficult

siflabens
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SCORE was able f get endorsement and support from
soime of the most powerful players in the American
palitical scene. Honorary Committee for this Dinner
incluclid Senator Hillary Clinton, [ohn Kerry and on the
Republican side, Senator Rick Santorum who is quite
powerful in the Republican Party and Senator John
amyn. On the House side included Congressmen Tom
Bavis whao is the Whip of the Republican Party, Jim
MeDormatt, foe Wilson and Mike Honda, Denings Cardoea,
Wan Hodlen from thie Democratic Party.

K. 5ingh, the SCORE advizor and a community
activist from Indiana said, "It was great to see and
hear from some distinguished guests and friends and
feel the |'.ll.'|*-II:I'. B ENEFEY, constry ickive |,|1.;1||,'--'|_||_'- amnd
interaction and nelworking among the guests. This is
an important tearning curve as o how we could make
puer voice heard and articulate our concerns and EXPTESS
them to the highest levels of the American
povernment”. Ameit Kaur, Secretary of Gira Gobird
Stugh Fonndation Maryland said “This has been a very
exciting and eventful evening. The Awards .L-g-rumun;,-
was almost like the Oscar Night. The Sikhs should do
these kinds of programmes more often. It is primarily
{HIT IL‘H[J:::-F:-aihiéirj.' to make Lawmakers awane about |:'||_|.r
coneems and 1=sues and also recopnise those who have
ichieved something™,

Gurcharan Singh, @ World Bank official and a trustes
of the "Gure Nanak Foundation of America™ said,
“Indeed it was an excellent programme. After going
through this - 1 feel we are heading to something great in
the coming years”,

['he :_’||1||'||."FI|:1|. also 4 ald trtbutes to the thousands of
Sikhs who died in the World Wars as part of the Allied
Foroes, (The 6ith anniversary of the end of World War 11

fas recently commermnaorated in Moscow]

sarta] Simgh Dhammi, Outreach Coordinatar for the
SCORE Team which put the dinner together said, “The
Capital Hill dinner was a huge success and a major
accomplishment for the Sikhs in our Counkry. Mot because
Ih'.' |.|II'II1t'r il"il.'l' was I'II'III i ”'II_' |’r|||_||'|-.‘||-i 'I.'I.'I'||_'r|_"' ri"'L'
Nation's legislation s created, but the fact that for the
first time aver Sikhs celebrated their contributions to
America in the nesw post 9711 world,”

"Tonight we saw the diversity of how Sikhs are
serving our great Mation, Whether it was in the arts, law,
millitary, or intelligence, it easy to see how infegrated Sikh
confributions are o our society, 1 .||1}'||'|;|1A_ ane Ihuuﬁht
was confinuosusly relaved le:_:-u;.;h out the night by both
Congressional and Sikh speakers - that the Sikhs of this

Mation are indeed as American as anyone else and they
stand proud of it"

I'he ather members of the SCORE team which
presented this special programmee, were Preet Amrit Kaur,
Parambir Singh Gill, Mandeep Singh, Manpreet Singh,
Daman Kaur, Gagandeep Singh, Ramandeep Singh,
Mavjeet kaur, Summit Singh and Hanot Singh,

SCORE released a brochure ' Sikle Americives aid Then
Refigime” on the oocasion and the first copy was presented
o Senator Hillary Clinton.

sikhs came trom Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles,
Sacramento, Indianapolis, Chicago, Cleveland, Baltimore,
Atlanta, Boston, Mew York and the state of Mew |ersey, Texas,
Dedawvare, Maryland, Virginia and Washington, DC .

MIBHAAN ————
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“Celebrating America’s Diversity in the Classroom”

f somenne sees me walking down the street and

knows that | am a Sikh, I'd give them like a high

five. I'd shake their hand. I'd feel great.” This iz a

quote from Anoop, a 14-year-old Sikh American
from Virginia who featured in the recently-released
educational curricalum, The Sikh Next Door, Anoop’s
sentiments of being recognised for who he i8—a proud
Sikh—are shared by many Sikhs living in America and
abroad, especially after the 11 September 2001 ferrorist
attacks.

Anpop is one of four 11- to 14-year-old Sikh American
students featured in this curniculum project comprised
of @ 15-minute DVD, 60-page teacher’s guide, and a
comprehensive website (tew. siklmextdoor.org). As a
result of the 9711 terrorist attacks, there has been an

= c

increased fear of those who “look like terrorists™ and
consequently, many Sikh children are bultied and harassed
at school. The Sikh Next Door is a curriculum project
produced by educators, for educators and is aligned to
national educational standards, The project celebrates
America’s diversity whibe educating school children about
thi Sikh religion and Punjaki culture

The Siktn Nexl Door film i a fun and entertaining
educational video targeting 6th through 12th grade
students, Produced in a quick-paced, broadcast television
style and told through the voices of four Sikh vouth, this
film is a video resource that demonstrates the bicultural
lives of Sikh Americans and engages students in a
dizcussion about multiculturalism. In the process, it
communicates that students should not discriminate



pst others based solely on their external with their friends, shopping for Punjabi clothes and

arance. A teacher's guide with complementary helping make Punjabi food. In screenings so far, one
plans and activities accompanies the video. of the most poignant moments has been the scene
g¢ classroom exercises focus on living in a when Anoop ties his turban. He starts by combing his

tural society and require minimal planning and hair, explaining his judha and patka, and then tying
d knowledge for presenters and teachers. his pagri. This act of demystifying the turban—what

pper grade level teachers have the opportunity to use is under it, how it is tied—has already make huge
ﬂh video for more detailed discussions about world strides in non-Sikhs” understanding about Sikhism
JEH.E].I:E\E.. and its articles of faith.

A team of Sikh educators, a broadcast television Every household with Sikh children needs to have a
producer, lwo teen advisors and a group of non-5ikh copy of The Sikh Next Door at home for their own
teachers and counselors collaborated to produce The children because the four students in the video can
Sikh Next Door project. The project initially began in resonate with your own children about what it means to
garly 2002 when Preetmohan Singh, a former fifth- be a Sikh in America. Naveen, age 13, is seen in the
grade teacher and after-school programme viden playing his French horn and talking about
director from California, reached out a Y o T the trepidation he felt when he went to school
former colleague, filmmaker Tami f’f I'nr the first time with his patka, and how

Yeager, Given the reports of increased /

@ he dealt with that. Manpreet, age 13,
bullying and harassment faced by 4 .H goes shopping for Punjabi clothes and

Sikh American students, the two NEXT W DOOR % hangs out with her non-Sikh friends
wanted to use their experiences @ " at the miniature golf course, Tara,
and skills to provide a resource for | "N ' | age 14, stops people on the street in
parents and teachers. Their goal | \ | New York City's Times Square to
was to address the clear problem | g & | find out what people know about
that schools and libraries lacked | Celebrating America’s ! Sikhism. These four students are
high-quality, professionally strong, intelligent, funny, articulate
preduced materials to introduce B Lehgarh Bikh . TRY Produciees people who make you feel proud of
Sikhs, their unigue identity and their ':“H:“ J_,.-' being a Sikh.
practices to American students. “"‘:-"'- \.h_‘ﬁ_‘ i :" Additionally, The Sikh Next Door must
Their biggest obstacle was funding. Enter - be distributed to schools and libraries across
Mandeep Singh Dhillon, founder of the Lofigarh Siki Amertica. Therefore, anyone with school-aged children
Educativnal Feundation and a consultant at McKinsey in their family are encouraged to purchase the
& Company, a global strategy consulting firm. The trio curriculum and deliver it to their local schools, Families
immediately began a fundraising campaign within the are also encouraged to engage the school in a dialogue
Sikh American community and eventually secured a about introducing and/or expanding diversity
grant from the “September 11th Anti-Bias Project” of curriculum within e school. Projects like these really
The National Conference for Community & [ustice and rely on the community for support in terms of
the ChepronTexaco Foundation. distribution because when a Sikh American family

approaches the school, there is a sense of relevance

In The Sikit Nexi Door video, Sikh American between this teaching tool and the student body.

students from around the country describe their

religion and cullure in their own words and adult The Sikk Next Door website, wowsikhnextdoor.org,

voices are virtually non-existent. In order to capture provides additional information, including student-and

the school audience, the producers felt it was teacher-specific portions such as “Frequently Asked

essential fo feature young voices and avoid students Questions” and an "Ask The Expert” section.. You can

feeling that they were being lectured. order your own copies of The Sikk Next Door from the
wehsite

The students describe the history and tenets of
Sikhism, discuss its articles of faith (the five "K's"), As Anoop again says in the film, “The more we leam,
and visit a Gurdwara. They are also seen hanging out the better we can be in this lifetime.”

@-— NISHAAN
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THE SERIES OF PHOTO DOCUMENTATION & ILLUSTRATED BOOKS ON 5IKHISM

ego}fd’é" em pe

isiting the Harmandar Sahib (popalady known as
the Golden Temple) is an ethereal experience. A
rather simplistic expression for a monument
aymbolic of all that the Sikh religion imbuwes -
sparituality, supreme sacrifice, secularism, discipline and
devodion. The edifice is a global landmark on the itinerary of
st visifors i]’ﬂ_‘ﬁp[‘l:‘lil'q' of Hhear r[-]:i.:lu:lﬁ. inclinations or
nationality. However, bor a Sikh this Curdwara emibodies the
saga of sacrifices of the Gurus and the traumas and travails
that the religion experienced through its historical
vicissitudes
Whenever, | have visifed the Golden Temple, right from
the first view there is that overwhelming impact of its
superimposing structure al any hour of the day with a
simultaneous feeling of divine elevation. This subsuming
impact persists as one traverses the parikrama {or
circumbulatory path). Whether it is at amrit focln {early howrs
before dawn], when the Guoen Grantl Solil is browght inor at
higgh noom with rays of the sun radiating the grandeur, or the
sublimity in the environs when the evening the rebraits
(evening praver) reverberates through the ramparts uplifting
ard alleviating o from worldly afflichions. Undoubtedly,
there have been reams of publications on the Golden Temple
either as the compasite of a compendium on Gurdwaras o

specifically on the former however most editions are
voluminous. Dy Mohinder Singh, Director of The Nafromal
Inslitite of Punal Shivdies's endeavour under the aegs of UPSD
Publedsers, = a remarkable offort lo I‘!':rir'li.‘:r ot several voluines
on subjects vital for understanding the Sikh religion. This
book T Golden Terple is the first to be revieweed, since thas in
oy Bl :»:Frlriluiﬂ -:_'..'l[:-i1..'|| of the Stkhs, The :fl.:-'n,-'p-.*ﬂl'-:i_:lh |.'l:|.' e
illustrious Prime Minister Sardar Manmohan Singh, wheo is
also President of the Institute,

This was an opportune junciure to publish books of this
genre tosafinte the increasing spiritual quest of the vouth as
wedl o adulis, sccompansed with a simultaneous groping for
their identity, roots and cullural moorings, particularly for
those well versed in english, in India and abroad, these
viplumies have filled an exiglent vacuom on this score. The
fext written by the Director is simple vet well researched,
informative and replete with a j.’lll'.'r:‘-'!'\-ﬂ:l':l-' However, what
markees the pilgrimage come alive = the exquisite photography
by Sondeep Shankar which presents the Durbar Sahib in its
myriad monds, as his lens sensitise the viewers to the
appropriate focus.

This is the only place of worship in the world which was
designed by the founder in such 2 way that the sanctum



RINTAIAIT Aok by Mioat like a kotus in the tank. There are
those resnarkable pictures spread over twe pages, a ok view
z= wiell as a side view of the Golden Temple in ils otality as it
liizs sprmoumadesd by an emerald and blue-tomed pool, w hich
mirraes s white and gold beauty. The first ;'-||-:I-'-_.:||.||'-|| 15
symbalic of the devotion which transcends of all AZES. In this
pickore the beauty of the interior is also expressed in the
siriking gold and black embellishment, contrastinmg with the
gaonrtul pietradura work visible through the window. Other
facets of devodess are on pages 33-44 and a virfual sea of
my personal favourate ane the
oeves reprod uced on page 54-55, courtesy thee Victoria and
Albert VA ) Museum, These are of the Akal Takht and the
hlack anel wehibe print of the Golden Temple by Loans Lane on

page 18, which is immensely popular. Other photographs

deyodes o page 52 OF course

capture the Colden Temple from various facels and ils
essentakly TGy sp PrBOLI TS -.-J.u'. on accasions like the

rnfsaree al Diwali.

b o el heowsgh the gest inbo the blood-soaked hestory
o the Sikhs through the sevenfeenthy -'|!:.|'.|n':'||| and mineteenth
cenburiis, thens ane episodes of prokenged warkare, accompanied
by persectitions and anmed resistanoe to political and religious
tvranny, Yet, the Harmandar Sahib endures as a symbal of
-p|r|'|..:| insmration and resilience. Every battle ougit 0y e
Gikbs, thourh sometimes at a distance From ther spiritual base,

maintaimed the safety of this edifice of the commumity which

Wits ||'|._-|||i|;|| tamzet of adversarics, be i b prigands of Ahmad

Shak Abdali o .:"I.!Ir..!Ii.-\..I Ehan. The editice has witnessed every
traumatic travail of Sikh history. Laring Bue iriterlucli=s of P

it erreed g% an ingmrational souroe sothe followers

The toundation shone of the Harmandar Sahib was laid in
15588 by a Sufi saint Mian Mir, an associabe of Curu Arpm Licy
This act of Bving the first brick by a Mislion exempplifies the
Sikh attitude of love and respect for all faiths, In harmany
with the quinfessenhial egalitinansm propounded by the Sikh
Faith, the Guru provided four doors for accessibility o poope
frevm all '-.'Ii:::.'-nw- rrespective oF clate and | reed. Lury Aran
[Dhe's |:'|i'l|'|.'-i.- whila constructing the edifice was -|1|r'I||.!|
rather than grandiose, He wanted o erect a symbaol that
typified the simplicity and directness of Sikhism. Thi
archibecture is perhips a 2y nibests of Hindu and [slamic art
T by that reverberate in the holy portals are a hurther
reiteration of the culburl confluence for the essence of various
faiths. The [ascinating synergy 1= 4 precursor bo todsy s
endeasors af -_'||| Wi lisaabon aind cultuiral o OTEriEnce. The daily
ecclesiastical routine set by the Guru has contimued ko be the

guiding spirit and the melliflupus recitations of Eirfon

resonale, “stirring the interiors of the soul unintermiph dly
diown cendunes eacepl o g the invasions of Ahmad Shah

‘bdali or during Cyenrte

ur i Sfir (Fabwant smgh|

To gguiee from the book, “undeterred by the politica
twrminil and unrest, thie devouat combnue o throng the Golden
Temple, which remains a source of inspiration and spiritsl

bliss b the Sikhs and non-Sikhs alike
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“keins of the history of the Gurdwar are woven around
the photographs. It was almost a century and a half ago when
thet Tuler af the first Sikh empare, Maharags Banpd Singch
infused an element of grandeur to the temple. [t owes its
present appearance bo hus transforming initiative, He was a
devoul Sikh and he wanted the epitome of Sikh faith 1o be
mcomparable in I-.'|'.'|l|-r.'| beauty and munihicence. Hie asked
Sikh chiefs to donate liberally e the temple. Simoltancously,
he commissioned well known artisans from all faiths,
including Muslim crafismen who carved delighthul sprays of
geometric and floral patterns inlaid with coloured stores on
the marble floors and walls. Traversing the paricmomg one
comes Aacross an array of motifs, visible in the pictorial

oresentations in the ook,

[he shrime was decorated and repaired in the period of
Ranjit Singh and all the surfounding sacred shrimes were
either erecked or given a face-lift during the period, The
gilding of the embossed plate, above the marble skirt of the
f pretradura, the embellishment of the

cedlings adormad wikth Hloral

finished and periected. Tha

sanchum, i
interiors and

At rns were all renovated
dictails of these endea 4TS SPRITTINE ther Maharagehs” g ane

beautifully portrayed in pages 70-73,

e Ceodden Temple was a place of special reverence fo
followers, so the Sikh chiels vied with cach other in edferinge
pricibess gifts fo this supreme altar. Smilarly, Maharaja Rangit
:-i|'|:_-!' presented to the temple whatever he found rare,
invaluable or exguisibe, The words engraved al the entrance of
the samctnom samctonin sum up his devotion. “The preat Guna i
his wisdom kooked upon Maharaja Ranjit Singh as his chiel
servibor and Sikh and in has berevolmoe bestowed on ham bhe
Emnle

privikege of sernng Hee These words are picturised

with clarity on page 74

| b b=ty of the treasone in thie Toshikvon lmesaninge a

storehouse o chamber in which objects of value o
curiosity are kept] is rooted from the foundation of the
Sikh empire in 1B0]. Whatever existed betore that was
logted or destroved by the innumerable invasions ol

and destruchon= of the orpgina

SAhmad Shah Abda

building, these precious heirlooms which were a spiritual

NIASECTATION, Wir L'\.'I'I ith i rosvm on Hee top of the Darshui

Deori |entrance gate]. These are called jofiro a show of

splendour, o derivative of the Persian word fala. Over the
ages; the treasures prow=expressions of unflinching faith
TH

I e Larrs!

i Deori or the entrance of the Heronomdar S =

situated on the western side al the end of the causeway




1T PUg | Rt R O T
{hat leads o the seackanr saictorasi, | wits Comipdeted in 1506

har elosirs bo Hae gafesway are over laid with

The trant of

"-II'l'I'I. ”l diirs assumes freal ||'I'|.1IL'| tance, as they were

e laken avway bo Kbl by GhaEnl, bub were |_1r-'.:|;||r hack

by Mabaraa Kangt bingh W this hesbory b oLl alive in
e rare: clise up reproduction of photegraphs on page 73
1|'_._||__|;'| nne wishes there had been more pictunes of pbeEms

Froem the Tisslaki

YWhen the Testmkiwing is opened for desplay, the managger of
the Golden Temple, the lathedar of the Akal Takhl, the
secretary of G, the Head Granthi of the Golden Temple,
Akl Takht @ndd Baba Atal are all required o bie present, The
oo Rave to be msed ssmolameousiy. A1l the iterms of the jilao

ane preserves] widl utrmost care in the Toshakhar, In the course

i his piclographic presentation, the auther has nol

averlooked another simaficant milestone tn Sikh history Le

the Akl movemient foe reform of the gurdwaras and their

biberation from the malarts, These imberesting and rare sepaa

saaked photographic reprints ane on pritghes al-h3 L Py
4

Creorge Dhinett of Liomcdon.
T

As the book draws= fo the end, the Tocus &said Faims o he

cardinal ekemenits of Sikhism, that is s or service. There are

comibrasting ||'-;.|.|-_;;.|||'--._ that augrment the sentiments of

thousands of Sikhs performing Kar Sewg in 1923 and 1973
Ynother raome pachane 15 a pimbing of Baba Buddha, whio alomg
with Guru Arjan Dhes x|.|*-:'.'-.:--|'-.i ithe construction of the

Harrnander Sahib and was appoimited the hirst gravafh in 1604

Thee bedea of Branging oul eight volumes as a series is an
excellent one. The emphasis on the illustrative presentation
miakes it attractive,. inkormative, handy and mareover, an
coonoemic package for Sikhs as well as non-5ikhs o enabls
them o undeestand the ethos of this fascinating religion and

its prime spiritual centres

1T :'.."I".!l

ve phyvsically as well as pictorially

The Book Golde reinforces the fact that a

pilgrimage is imperati
Eeinforcing the universa .'.pp._-.ll of thie Lolden Ir|-||--. %
this photograph of the Queen of England in saffron
'-|'|| e WEaring S {al socks amd |'.|'.i.'.'_ b respacts at
the Datbar Sahib. [[5

D Garpreet Madicd

The Golden Temple, Text by Dir.Mohinder Singh,
I'1'||,'.||1;_|_l,r.1p21:-. I_:I_l.: .‘-h:m-:ln."p Shankar,
LBS Publishers Limibad, Mew Delli, 202
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Never Give Up

Chief Justice
Ranjit Singh Narula

stared out of the airplane window o the hot murky
Delhi night as | headed back to the Unibed States, Oul
there my grandfather was fighting for his life, He hisd
suffered a stroke as well as cardiac arrest a fow days
g ardd nowy was in the intensive cane unt of a Defhi hospital

with roone pipes stuck in him than [ could count

| 'was warmed bebore | went in 10 see him that he may not
recogmise me, Andd he didn't. Not the first time anyway
When | saw him again, he grinned at me. He was wiggling his
right foot and then his left foot, a miracle in its own right
since the so-called learmed doctors had said that afer his
stroke he could not move the .'i:,:_hl side of his |'||||_|!,' at all. |
asked him if he was exercising and he nodded yes - and
primmed again through the pain, He coukd nod talk but he had

Former Chief Justice of Punjob and Haryona High Courl

(1974-1977) Ranjit Singh Narula wos a legend in Sikh
offairs and worked tiralasshy for Human Rights in the Punjab
till tha very end, Linder his guidonce, various Human Rights
laadars fought for the release of TADA delninee all over
Indiz, specially in the Punjab. The Khurona Government hod
appointed @ commission under his Chaarmanship to enguire
inte the 1984 Delhi riats. The Marula Commission had
recommendad that the report of lainAggarwal Commites be
implemented, which urfortunately never hoppened.

Recipient af endless honours ond award, he was

bastowed with the Order of Nishan-e-Khalsa an eccasian of
the Tercantenary of bitth of the Khalia. He was o mamber of
the Study Group Committes formed by the Malional
Commission of Mincrities m 1999 ond hod proposed cerain
amendmerts o the Sikh Gurdwaros Ad, 1925, which wos o

dounfing losk to undertake. Chairmon of numercus

Educational Trusts, Religious and Culbural Insfilules, he was

aon the pane! of the Werld Association of Judges since 1970
and Chairman of Punjob branch of Infernatianc! Commission

af Jurists

Justica Ranjit 3ingh Morvla promaoted educotion in
parficular by toking charge of various schoals all ever India
Favared for his secular approach all ever india ond abrood,
he came across as o man of great infegrity, unchallenged
brillionce and a true Sikh, whe promated ol instifutions
practicing dilferent religions. Keeping olive his philarthropic
approach to life, he founded the Ranjit Singh MNarula Trust
which provides scholarships fo needy shedents and medieal
aid to the needy

In his lost bew years he hod withdrawn from the limelight
and devoted himself fo humone and social couses

While: the Lagal Fralemiry moumns one of its most revered
lumirarias, the Internctional Sikh community is bereaved by
the ks this of legend of Sikhism on 1 June 2005, :

the all too familiar determined ook an his face, He wiggled

his feet again. First the right foot and then e keft.

Bust, v see, this is not how | rememnder my grandfather.
| was & :.'n_-:1_r:- old and spending another glorious summer
vacatom af my grandpanens b, My madher wake me up
at 5 a.m. and ves, today was the big day. I was geing to
ACCOTPAIY iy grandbather om his daily moming walk. ¥Well,
actually, for only half the walk singe it was well understood
that nobody in the family coild out-walk my grandiather on
his daily six kibometres, Sure enough, [ was panting quite
early i the proce, He didn’t even sloss doamn, he just lu.'|.“.
M SO [ hised i sk, Mhankfully, 1 had enough Energy li=Fi
to ot behind him on the weay back. It book me bwo more
yers bo ackually complete a walk with him. Not once did he



pise mne by slowing down which therefore made the
y all that much sweeter. He sel high standards and if
o working hard, suocess will follow, he said.

e has always been mischievous with a fantastic sense of
pur. Living life o the fullest as a young married attomey
i many decades ago, he traded in his bicycle and
a large European car - simply to take his family and
boiiss on many a joy ride. A successful attormey and an
ding judge, he has worked harder and longer than
dy | know and is today weell recognised around the
fid a5 a Jeader in his profession. His memaory is legendary
he can rattle off details on many cases from decades agp.
e a fist of everything and always be better prepared than
the ather gy, is another one of his feachings.
He cares, Deeply. He calls and talks to all his family and
friends around the globe regularly asking about their well
beang and then in turn communicating the information
thratszhout the rest of the family, He makes sure everybody
Eﬂmwhm everybody ebse is doing. He is the glue - well
achually, super glue, since the bonds he has established and
tuurtured over the years in the family are timeless.

1§ by nowr it seems | love my grandfather, you are only
partly right. | adore him, My children are truly blessed as
they leamn at the knee of their great-grandfather during their
sammer vacations. He is as engaging with my three-year old
& he s with the Prime Minister of India. He always gives the
ather persan his full attention and communscates with him at
kiz level — be it a favourite flavour of chocolate or a course-
changing legal strategy for the country. In one of my monthdy
phione calls with him, upon my telling him proudhy that [ had
secured venture capital for my new company, hie was quick to
ask - but how many customers do you have? Straight to the
point. Always pointing out that great things are achieved one
step at a time with a complete foous on defails and by samply
putting one foot in front of the other.

Recently an acquaintance, upon finding out that [ was
relaed 80 my grandfather, recalled a thirty year-old story of
how iy grandfather had held the door to his house open with
bowed head for & of Farmiers and educslons visiting
him for the first time. Well, he was the Governor and Chief
Jubice of thee skate amd had a skaff of dosens, bul be recognised
and respected basic human dignity. He is a humble man. A
smngde man, And Iam lucky to have him as my grandfather.

A true Sikh of the Guru, he fought all his life against
injustice and for human rights. He sat on mare non-profit
Boards than 1 can count and served on numerous
commissions fighting for everyday off-the-street people
while never charging them any money. If you arne in the mght,
never give up, said he. He funded and opened schools for

children, housing for riot victims, and even regularly spent
time in a leper colony doing serr, No words can do justice to
# man who has achieved so much, asked for so little and
given so freely all his life.

Ane yvou exercising - asked the person next o me on the
airplane. [ jerked my head around and looked at him quite
purzied. Hepointed dosm and said - You have been mowing your
feet for quile 2 while now. Yes, said L My grandfather taught me
- left foot, right foot. One step at a ime. Never give up. And the
ligthts bebow weene obscuned by the cdouds as. 1 Bew away.

nd now he is gone. | am a bit numb. Although
A there was a chance that he would recover, the

odds were against him. He himself sensed that
his end was near. But knowing that he may pass away and
actually seeing it happen are two very different situations,
Although the mind had prepared for the inevitability, there
was always hope. But now there is the sheer finality of his
not being there = ever. The protective umbretla over all our
heads is gone.

It seems the world tumed out for his funeral. OF course,
the family came from all oveer the globe. But even with less
than a day's notice in the newspapers, people converged from
all over the country. Ministers with wreaths, farmers with
gifts, people from neighbouring villages with shawls, and
schoolchildren lined the paths. The frikans were continuous
and fagri Sehib was recited by hundreds in unison. The workd
was thanking him for all that he had done, They were
celebrating his life while mowming his loss.

Chnee saidl, a man like this comes to us every few centuries,
Another said, this loss is irreplaceable for the commumnity.
And then my twelve yvear obd said, | am one-eighth of my
great-grandiathes. Then it struck me. We are all part of him
and he is part of us, He made us strong and gave us the
courage bo weather the storm. We, too, can aspine to exbend
his legacy by doing good, by being in Chardi Kaila and by
simply following the path of the Guru. Whether we have one-
eighth of his genes or not.

And then there is his sz for humanity. The man just
keeps on giving. Sensing that his end was near, he insisted,
first sith the Family and thep with the nurses in his hospital
room Hhat his eyes be donated when he dies. He had seen the
counthess millions without sight in his country and he wanted
todo his part. To keep with his wishes, the doctors complied,

A 50 out there is a person with my grandfiasther's eves. |
know that if | see him, | will recognise him. Instantly. Those
eves will look wpon me as they hmredummvwhulehh with
total love. [

Jag Jot Singh Iny emyils from Sm Frmcisco

@ ®— MISHA AN
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Amritsar, Amritsar !

mritsar is all ready to boom again. Once a major
Ammmercia] centre and the focus of culture

alongside its “twin” city of Lahore, Amritsar
decaved rapidly after Partition in August 1947 — almost as
il its very lifeling had snapped. Much of the industry and
commaerce that had remained there, either shut down or
relocated as the Government felt it was too close to the
frontier {as if Lahore was only further !). Of course tension
an the India-Pakistan border, has more than once come
close bo the brink of full-scale war.

The Golden Temple and the pilgrmage for millions of
Sikh devotees from all over the world was perhaps the
single factor that kept Amritsar and its people from sliding
into virtual oblivion, But all that & now firmly in the past.
Peace between India and Pakistan and the apparent desire
omn hoth sides to construct mutually beneficial relationships,
have worked like a tonic for the city of Amritsar. The city
has become the focus and often the face of fast improving
India-Pakistan relations with multitudes of obviously
excited citizens from both countries literally thronging the
place. The recent "Open Skies™ Agreement signed between
Incia amd the Linited Stabes and the nese acoord signed with
the United Kingdom have served as another huge impetus
to the imminent metamorphosis of Amritsar into a major
wrban centre of the North,

Currently undergoing a Rs 78-crore makeover, the city’s
airport, which was accorded international status in 1999, s
literally poised to take off. British Airlines, Singapore
Airlines, Air India, Phuket Airlines, Uzbek Airways,
Tajikistan Airlines, Malaysian Airlines and Air Deccan are
slated to collectively begin operating 56 weekly flights
including the Amritsar-Birmingham-Toronto-Amritsar
SErVice.

Basides the city has been earmarked for the location of
a new Specinl Econrric Zooe. When established, the SEZ is
not just expected to boost air cargo traffic from Rag Sansi
International Airport, but will also serve as a key factor in
the building of new trade ties among India, Pakistan and
» Central Asia. Sceptics, who cannot or refuse to
= acknowledge the happy winds of change sweeping
& Amritsar, only need to go and check out the spiralling
Z  prices of real estate located between Amritsar city and the
India-Pakistan border at Wagah.

bl
@ From: The Asian Age

Make the Amritsar airport
truly international

he resumption of Air [ndia’s Amritsar-Toronto air

services, provides an opportunity for a re-look at

Rajasansi airport. These days whatever work a
government is supposed to do as part of its duty bowards
the electorate is projected as an “achievement”. For the
Punjab Government even the acquisition of lind for airport
expangion is an achievement. Little wonder then that the
Hag-off ceremony al Rajasansi was tumed into an occasion
for celebration, attended, among others, by the Civil
Aviation Mindster ancd the Punjab Chief Minister,

Whether the elaborate ceremony organised at the
taxpayer’s expense was desirable may be debatable but one
may well ask what has changed at the airport all these years
other than the number of flights increasing from three a week
tos 5 nowy ! Thee airport was granbed “imbernational” stabes long
ago, but again other than the name, nothing much has
changed. The increase in the number of flights, no doubt, is
welcome as it saves NRIs time, money and botheration
involved in travelling from Delhi to the Punjab, but the
present level of infrastructure and facilities available at
Rajasansi are woefully inadequate to handle the increased
rush. Passengers scramble for even the limited number of
trolleys — a basic need — to carry their luggage. The
“international” tag could have waited until the airport is
actually upgraded to that level. Right now it is a jest,
especially for a foreign traveller. This must be the only
“infermational ™ ainport in the world that aperates from sheds !

The Punjab Chief Minister could have utilised the
occasion bo remind the Central minister that it was lime to
speed up the airport upgradation work at Chandigarh too
and start the spade work for the proposed airport bocated
between Ludhiana and Jalandhar. Instead, he came out with
the profound observation that the flight would boost
religious tourism! Another issue: since the pnwers—lhal-he
have quite forgotten it, there is need to take back from
Punjab the honour of still being called a “disturbed area” as
this restricts the flow of tourists.

The Tribune

Already a world heritage
he Harmandar Sahib at Amritsar is already a
waorld heritage and humapity's priceless
treasure. It needs no certificate from any
agency, much less the UNESCO. Amazingly, the most



jrine ol I'Itn!' Bikhs in India and the world over
It 1.. centre of 2 mindless controversy.

ir, Parkash Singh Badal and members of
nittee on the dossier from the UN body
 th ﬂEEﬁ]‘Ih:ﬁE ofa’ hultlge stafus™ will

antage of a ‘no war zone’ upon the recipient
p odd factions within the Akali Dal or the
ﬁhmqumlxm i# whether the Harmandar

be qualified as such.

d look at the historical perspective of
plice as a heritage centre. The 2500-year-
 Wall™ of the Jews, the Vatican of the 1.2
ans the world over, the Vishwanath Temple
5 at Benaras or the Mecca-Medina of the
‘are all priceless treasures for their
but are not heritage centres named by
pai places are not mere buildings, walls or
hey personify that particular faith or
elf, requiring no body of men and women
 their purpose or existence.

e Christians, the whole city of Jerusalem is a
fie hesitage. For the Sikhs, the beginning and the end
existence and purpose in life is the holiest of
mandar Sahib. The Sikhs and the SCPC have
wishers and & workd encompassing Sangaf to
ol the financial and expertise aspects,

e are many hangers on in such enterprise and
¢ sacial workers and their kind who deem it
I preserve for posterity what they have termed
ure. Historical reference points like Hampi,
Daro are fine under a UNESCO umbrella but the

nother weighty reason why the S3GFPC has now
drawn this proposal is that all kinds of agencies would
g started dabbling into Sikh religious affairs - the
government, the GOL, various donors, NGOs, and
agencies inchuding UN bodies,

The Harmandar Sahib is not meant for tourism even
;u the Queen of England and visiting Presidents from
mrg_r the world are welcome to pay obeisance as
on pilgrims. A World Heritage Centre means

Commenlari

countless inspections and certificates to be earned from
busy badies around the world and, 1 am sure, most Sikhs
do not wish fo permit that.

What should not be overlooked is the crucial aspect of
the Sikh ethos. Obviously, this “heritage” measure was
initially rushed through without much thinking on the part
of many. Let the Sikhs not repeat such costly mistakes.
Otherwise, we will onby have ourselves to blama.

Muajor General Hinomat Singh Gill (Retd)
{In: The Sandmy Tribnine)

Table '84 riots report

T I The UPA government ought to realise that tabling of
the Nanavati Commission’s report into the 1984
anti-5ikh riots is not just a technical demand or a

political pressure tactic. Rather, the tabling of the Report

should be seen as the very basis of any moral authority
that this government can claim, The UPA has consistently
claimed to differentiate itself from the NDA on many
counts. But its decision to postpone tabling of the

Manavati Commission’s report makes a mockery of its

claims to provide a different and more legitimate

government. For one thing, the government simply has no
credible argument bo delay tabling the report, [ts so-called
argurnents are mere technicalities with litthe substance.

But, most importantly, by not tabling the repart the
Conggress Party is lending credence to the following charges
against it: first, that it still does not have the political will
to overcome the taint it incurred because of the association
of some party members with the 1984 riots. It has no
concern for truth, or justice, for the victims of those riots.
Second, the BIP is often accused of having no interest in
bringing the perpetrators or riots to justice. Congress's
procrastination on this report suggests that it does not have
much interest in bringing justice to the ot victims either. If
the party was not complicit in the riots, it should not fear
the tabling of the report. If, on the other hand, some of its
members were, Congress should use this epportunity to
overcome its past complicities in this matter. Either way,
tabling the report is the only way to shore up the party's
claims to being different when it comes to its record on
communal rots. Third, the Congress has no interest in
setting new benchmarks of constitutional propriety or
conduct, Parliament, and the public at large, have a gght to
kv the contents of the report, Mot all the claims made in
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the report need to be — or will be — accepted. I the
Congress party has reason to find fault with the claims of
the Repaort, it can do 5o in public. But there can be no
getting away from a full discussion of its contents.

Although justice for the riot victims is still a distant
gleam, we at least owe them this much. The claim of a
Congress spokesperson that the NDA had no right to ask
for the tabling of the Report since the party was not
present in Parliament in completely beside the point. The
Manavati Commission Report is about matters that are too
serious to be used cavalierly in a debate. On this issue, the
Congress government is on trial, not the NDA. The
Congress allies should put pressure on the party to table
the Report Immediately.

From: The Indian Express

Creativity yes, hurtfulness no

Res]:r-nr.se to this Bollywood's spoof movie has
raged from indifference to extreme anger. Many
wonder why a section of Sikhs took such strong
dislike to the movie? 1 is true that “Sikh jokes” have been
common and many movies have taken a dig or two al
Sikhs without inviting any ire. But this movie goes much
beyond. It takes liberties not only with many Sikh
religious practices but also with the Sikh way of life. Some
feel that the community should have overlooked the
irritants. Yet others feel that it would have resulted in such
liberties becoming commanplace.

This writer, who has seen the movie, feels that the
producer director team stretched their imagination to
absurd limits. The title itself, Jo Bole So Nihaal, is part of
Sikh liturgy. In fact, the Fafie is at the end of the customary
ardans (prayer). Jo Bole So Nihal (“whosoever knows he is
blessed, should pronounce”) is followed by Saf Sri Akal
{“the Immortal Lord is truth®). There s no doubt that Fateh
has been allowad to be used as a war cry to motivate Sikh
soldiers — but that is for a noble cause, To be allowed as the
title of a film, ie. for commercial use as done here, belittles
it. Since the war cry (Fateh) is the title of the movie, the
declaration at its start that "it ks like ridiculing the religious
rovie” is senseless. [t is like ridiculing the Christian cross
and then stating that “no offence is intepded . The title is
not the only irritant; the whole movie revolves around a
character whose antics tend o paint the whole community
as irrational. For the producer or director of such a movie to
say that he is a Sikh is worse; they surely need to re-work

their beliefs. Ome of the producers of the film is a liquor
baron. Having managed to influence politicians of all hues in
Punijab, he apparently thought he could ride roughshod over
people’s sensibilities and religious beliefs too.

Since the movie was approved by the Film Censor
Board, there is need bo lay down certain broad guidelines
for clearance of films. The idea is not to curb creativity in
any way but to ensure that it is not done at the cost of
people’s religious beliefs. The Censor Board must co-opt
experts with thorough knowledge of various religious
beliefs and practices while viewing the movie. Whether
uncharitable references to the US FBI agency {referred to
as Bewwkoof) or to the Punjab Police (the hero is shown as
taking pride in it being a dehumanised force), should be
retained is also debatable. But that is a different issue.

In the present controversy, variows parties have played
an irresponsible role, The Akal Takht Jathedar, whe shoukd
remain above such controversies, formed a comnmittee that
cleared the movie. When Sikh organisations protested, the
SCPC z¢t up another committee. The committee then
pronounced against the movie, which was taken off in
Punjab and Chandigarh but allowed to run in other places,
including Haryana and Delhi. Why? Are such decisions
dictated by how much muscle power (or nuisance value) a
commtinity or a group has in that place? The governments
in both these places acted irresponsibly since a movie of a
book is as abjectionable in one place as in another.

While the SGPC's role in condemning the blasts in Delhi
is appreciable, the code for filmmakers formulated by a
committes set up by it needs a re-look. While broadly, there
is no doubt that the filmmakers ought to keep religious
practices in mind, to expect them to have only amrildhar
{baptised) Sikhs play the role of mmrifidivr Sikhs in movies is
impractical. Similardy, to state that Sikhs should not be shown
drinking or committing any crime in the movie is clearly
wrong. Since Sikhs, like anyone else, are prone to many such
practices and social evils {as also virtuous things); to blank
them ot from certain portrayals would be doing them a dis-
service, While the SGPC and such religious bodies should
avoid pontificating on such issues, their advice, if at all, to
the filmmakers should be: “Portray the community as it is”,
MNeedless 1o say, the cinematographers, like writers, ought ko
have artistic licence as long as it does not draw
people’s ire.
Kirovar Sivgl Sasdln
[From: The Hindustan Times|



'unjab Government
0 boost religious tourism
A [ hile the Union Ministry for Civil Aviation is
engaged in preparing a blue print o put Munjab on
the international airline circait, the state
ment is working out a road map to boost religious
s keeping in view the fremendous potential within its
daries as well in the neighbouring states, which has
d untapped so far. Speaking on the oocsion before the
iguration of direct Air India flights from Delhi-Amrisar
& W:Emlungham and Toronto, Punjab Chief Minister
" Amarinder Singh said that the state government was
“seniously confemplating the development of religaous tourism
pircutitof Stk shenes, connecting Anandpur Sahib, Chambkaur
‘Sathib, Fatehgarh Sahib, Takht Sn Damdama Sahib with the
“haly Harmandar Sahib at Amritsar. This would enable
devotess, especially those from abroad, to undertake their
F'@’nmge without wasting trme, money and energy

O t2 Tornnds, an A frdha s Bosig 777 mchner,

Capt. Armaninder Singh said that with the launch of direct
services by Air India from Amritsar to Birmingham and
Temortn, the longs standing demand of the Mungatd community
had been fulfilled, a8 passengers from Punjab would be able
o travel without the very many hassles which were routine
while commuring between Delbd and Amritsar

AT Indie’s Bonner feodiine on the inoupural doy
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Capt. Amarinder 5ingh has also urged the Ministry to
expedite the process of upgradation of the existing
infrastructure at the Kajasansi International Airport at
Amritsar to compete with other international airports in the
country. He also sought more important international direct
as well as domestic flights from Amritsar to boost the trade
and commercial activity in the region

Crediting the initiation of the service from Amritsar to
Capt. Amarinder Singh’s efforts, the Union Civil Aviation
Minister, Praful Patel assured that facilitios of the Amritsar
airport would be upgraded while its rumway length would be
suitably augmented o meet requirements of lamger airliners.
However, this project could be delayed by another six months
as the Ministry in consultation with Mr]:lmt Authority of
India (AAl} was preparing a blue print for its renovation

keeping in view of long term perspectives due to the possible
increase of air traffic in the near fufume.

Referring to the setting up of a “"green field” airport at
Ladowal bebween Ludhiana and Jalandhar, Pabel said that this
project had been cleared by the Lindon government and was in
an advanced stage of implementation. It would come up on the
pattern of “green feld” airports at Mavi Mumbei, Hyderabad,
Bangalore and Lucknow. The Minstry was also Lunsldmn.g
sefting up an international airport at Lhﬂ!‘dlﬁﬂ"‘l The Minister
said that while Air India was fully prepared to augment the
Delhi- Amritsar, Birmingham.- Toronto flight on a dadly hasis
(instead of the present thrice a week) another direct
inbermational fight from Amriksar fo Dbad was also planmed.

Amritsar = Lahore bus services

n 11 My 2005, the Governments of Pakistan and
India agreed to start Amritsar-Lahore bus services
in the next two months and agreed “in principle”

to run another Bus service from Amiritsar o Mankana Sahib
in Pakistan, birth place of Guru Nanak.

Un the Amritsar-Lahore bus service, the staternent sasd
“the two sides discussed the modalities for operationalisation
of the bus service, including the designated route, bus
terminals, facilities for the bus crew, modalities of visa
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arrangements and a Protocol and Memorandum of
ndherstanding (Mol

T Amritzar-Lahore bus woeuld be on a weekly basis,
Depending on traffic, frequency of the service could be
increased. The fare in Indian rupees would be 750 {or %00 in
Pakistand rupees) each way,

Muktsar “Sahib”™
to become model city

ddresasing a mammoth gathering at Mukisar on 4

May 2005, to mark the tercentenary of martyrdom

of the 40) muktas, Punjab’s Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh said that they “were fortunate to have
observed the 50th birth anniversary of Guru Angad Dev,
400th anniversary of Guru Granth Sahib and the
martyrdom tercentenary of the Sahibzadas and 40 mukfes
in 2004-05." He expressed his intent to rename Mukisar as
Muktsar Safub owing to its significance in Sikh history. He
said the government had sanctioned Rs 17 crore for
development works in the city and if needed, more funds
would be granted.

Later, addressing a press conference, the Chief Minister
said a memorial park would be built near the mini-secretaniat
iry the memory of 40 mukfas and Mai Bhago, The park wiould
have a 6l-foot Kuade having the names of the muktas
inscrbwed on if, besides & memaorial fo Mai Bhago.

Nankana Sahib to
get district status

halil-ur-Rehman Ramdev, Judge of the Supreme
Court of Pakistan, has zaid that Nankana Sahib,
hirth place of
Guru Nanak Dev, was being elevated to District status and
was fast coming up as model town and all historical

shirines wiere being preserved,

This assurance was conveved to him by Pervez Elahi,
Chief Mingsber of West Pungab when he met him in Lahore
before coming o Indsa, The four-lane highwiry from Wagah to
Mankana Sahib wias also being rapidly built.

Justice Ramdev was nostalgic #bout his visit to Nawan
Shahar, his ancestral home. He said he was still keeping a
Ra. 1,000 Indian currency nobe, given fo him by an elderly man.
He saad e could not forget the love and affection showered
on hirm by residents of Mawan Shahar and wanted bo build a

stadium at Arya Senior Secondary Schood, Nawan Shahy,
where his father had done his schooding,

Haryana Sikhs and Gurdwaras

he announcement of Bhupinder Singh Hooda,

I Chief Minister of Haryana, to consider demands

of the 5ikh community of his state for

formation of a separate gurdwara committee for

historical Sikh shrines in Haryana has evoked strong
responses from the Sikh community.

Whibe the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Committes
(DSGMC) has openly supported the demand of Haryana's
SGPC member for the formation of a separate gurdwara
committes, the Shiromani Committee has described the
v 25 “gross violaton of the Sikh Guedwara Act, 15257

Harinder Paul Singh, an SGPC member from MNew
Drelhi, alleges that the Congress is misleading the Sikh
community by giving baseless statements, He claimed
that no amendment could be made to the Sikh Gurdwara
Act of 1925 for paving way for the formation of a separale
gurdwara committee for Harvana unless bwo-third of the
SGPC's general house approved the draft,

He said the Gurdwara Act had been passed in
Parliament and hence the same route would be adopted
for any amendment on basis of 3GPC's resolution. He
said the number of SGPC members elected from Haryana
were only seven and could not dictate their terms in the
general house of the Shiromani Committee. He said the
Congress wanted to violate all the agreements, including
the Nehru-Liagat pact, “for vested interests™.

However, Parmjit Singh Sarma, President of DSGMC,
while supporting the demand of Harvana's SGPC members,
said that the Sikh community in Haryana was "disillusioned
with the approach of the SGPC”, which had failed to fulfil its
aspirations, Most of the recruitmenis in historical Sikh
shrines of Harvana were made from Punjab by the 5GIPC,
thereby “ignoring the rights of Haryana Sikhs", He said the
SGPC should be open to any arrangement for streamilining
the management of gurdwaras instead of imposing its
hegemany.

5. Manjit Singh Calcutta, senior SGI'"C member and
former Akali mindster, said the demand of Haryvana Sikhs for
a separale gurdwara commitiee was not justified, which was
“airned at diluting the sirength of the community™. Instead
of forming separate gurdwir commitbees, efforts should be



. the enactment af the All India Gurdwara
all historical Sikh shrines under the
nghe instiution.

student honoured

B L: wnl:h_ed smoke billow from the
- Pentagon on 9/11, Amandeep Singh
hu's anger over the attack on his
wly changed to trepidation over the
d backlash he knew that he and other
i face from some irate Americans.

s proved well-founded that afternoon
ptorst, apparently provoked by the sight
turban, tried to ren him off the road.

salved thal rather than hide his faith
ritage, he would fight the post 9/11
ud 'agaiml Sikhs and other mimaorities, an

r that helped him win the Virginia State
Wliper W Hill Law Student Pro Bono Award,
imandeep Singh Sidhu (27), received the award
University of Richmond law school, where
eceived his degree on 7 May 2005,

in Europe rally

pn turban issue

undreds of Sikhs m Europe rallied in front
of the European Parliament in Strasbourg
- on 11 May to uphold their rights to wear
e turbar, freely.

'ﬂufhaﬂ.'e unged their members of the European
ament (MEPs) b sign the “Witten declaration on
peligious rights and freedoms in France and
: 0 zha tliEEll]‘llFE‘ilTlUl'l-_'i{'l]‘i" tabled by five cross-
party MEPs last February. The campaign to garner
suppart for the right by wear the turban is being run
by the Uited Sikibs, having their offices in Amritsar,
Lordon and New York

~ [F367 MEPs put of the 732 mermber assembly sign
fhas clocharation by 20 Mary, it will enable the Esropean
1 PE.H].H.I:I‘EEI‘I:‘I:DM'H’.‘ a debate and pass resolution on

In May 2004, France had passed a law banning
“eonspicunus religious symbols and attire” in public
schuols,
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Emotional welcome for Akrams

-vear old Chaudhary Mohammad Akram and his celebrity
T::icketer son Wasim Akram, paid a visit lo their native ‘

village of Chavinda Devi near Amritsar on 3 May. Villagers
flocked around them, nearhy 500 men, young and old.

Emwsbiors were hisgh as Chaudhary Akram entered his old house,
now oceupied by the family of Shirdood Singh. He asked about the
fields that were once tilled by his ancestors and a huge cak tree in
fromt of thie howse of his uncle Mehardeen. Wasim was thnilled to see
the ambation of his father fulfilled. “This land of my forefathers s
sacred bo me”, e gaid.

The village panchayat later arganised a cultural programme in
oo of the Akrams.

GND varsity honours

Pak Justice Ramday
ecalling the holocaust of Partition, Mr Justice Khalil-ur-
Rehman Ramday of the Pakistan Supreme Court said it
was unbelievable that biood of innocent persons had been

shed in the region belonging to Gura Nanak Dev who had always
taught universal brotherhood and communal harmeony.

Addressing the 31st Annual Convocation of Guru Nanak Dev
University at Amritsar on 1 May 2005, Justice Ramday appeabad for
cementing bonds between the two nefghbours who shared commion
heritage of kove and affection. He said he failed to understand who
had sparked off the riots which had shaken entire humanity.
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Such massacres had never been witnessed in the world
where brothers cut each other’s throats. After his retirement,
he would be devoted to research the root-cause of this
engineered mass killing, he vowed.

Quoting from the life and teachings of Guru Nanak
Dev, Justice Ramdew said, “He struggled and strove, toiled
but never tired. He suffered all this so that you and [ of
this subcontinent could live in peace. We separated the
loved ones from their dear ones. We rendered thousands
of children orphan and we turned hundreds of smiling
wives into lifeless widows. Guruji, our heads hang in
shame, but all is not lost. We seem to have learnt foolsteps
to rediscover the path that you showed to us”, Justice
Ramdev added that “let us sink our differences before
they sink us all”.

Refresher course in Punjabi

n 4 May, eminent Punjabi poet Surjit Patar
inaugurated a three week refresher course in
Punjabi for college and university teachers at the

Academic Staff College of Guru Nanak Dev University
{GNDIL) at Annritsar.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr.Patar described the words
in a language as akin to “creative rustling energy” by
taking a cue from a prominent Indian linguist Bhartirhar
which did not describe or simply name the reality but
created the fictional sense of the term. But this creation,
according to him, must be forceful and relation with
reality that did not simply vanish with a slight touch of
naked reality.

The Dashmesh Academy issue

public interest petition has been filed in the
A Punjab and Haryana High Court seeking
directions to the Punjab Government to take over
administration and management of the Dashmesh
Academy at Anandpur Sahib. The PIL also seeks CBI
inguiry in the mismanagement of the acacemy and alleged
misappropriation of funds of the Sri Dashmesh Academy
Trust.

The Academy recently attracted media attention
following the war of words between Chief Minister
Capt.Amarinder Singh and former Punjab Chief Minaster
Parkash Singh Badal, who is chairman of the Trust which
manages the Academy.

The petitioner, advocate Harbinder Singh Baidwan,
whao is an old student of the Academy, has prayed that
Sri Dashmesh Academy Trust and Badal be restrained
from entering into any kind of contract with the [ndia
Trust for handing over management of the academy to
the latter.

1984 anti-Sikh riots were
an issue in U.K. elections

The 1984 anti-5ikh riots in India emerged as a
significant issue in Britain’s general election campaign,
with Sikh voters seeking a commitment from candidates
that, if elected, they would help the victims get justice
from the Indian Gevernment. There rernains widespread
anger arnong, Britain's 700,000 strong Sikh community that
more than 20 vears after the “sponsored massacre”, the
perpetrators have still not been punished.

“We are asking every candidate who comes to us o
give an assurance that they would raise our concerns in
Parliament and lobby with the Government to take it up
with the Indian Government” said Ajit Singh, who was a
sarpanch in Jallandhar when the riots took place. Now he
helps to run a gurdwara in Leicester, which hazs a sizeable
Sikh electorate. Families of many British Sikhs suffered in
the riots which followed the assassination of the then
Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi.

They are bitter that successive governments have
failed to get them justice. They want British now
politicians to put pressure on New Delhi to allow
independent international human rights groups to
investigate the killings. ’

Im Leicester, Asian candidates Keith Vaz {Labour) and
Paramijit Singh Gill {Liberal Dermnocrat) said they shared the
concerns of their Sikh constituents. Gill said he supported
the demand for an investigation by human rights
organisations and wondered why New Delhi should oppose
it. In Southall, a predominantly Sikh area in west London,
voters said they felt “let down® as even a 5ikh Prime
Minister had not done anything. “When Manmohan Singh
became Prime Minister, we had hoped that he would do
something but he has alse disappointed us”, said a Sikh bus
driver. The Sikh Federation (U.K.), Britain’s only 5Sikh
political party, urged voters to use the election o raise their
concerns about the protection of minoritkes in India.



